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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 
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CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political  
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of CPA, 
FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre.
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Through an Extraordinary Gazette Notification, no 1926/38 issued at 
midnight on the 26th of June, Parliament was dissolved and the date for the 
General Election set thereafter for the 17th of August 2015.  The duration 
of the campaign was 51 days and the voter registration list used for this 
election was the same as that used in the January 2015 Presidential Election. 
The total number of registered voters was 15,044,490, of which 567,780 
were deemed eligible for postal voting. Some 12,314 polling stations were 
set up around the country with arrangements made to provide 19 polling 
facilities in the districts of Mannar, Anuradhapura and Puttalam for voters 
who were displaced. Counting centres set up numbered 1,288 with an 
additional 312 for postal votes.  A total of approximately 2,500 monitors 
were deployed throughout the country by monitoring organizations.

Of the recorded 11,684,111 or 77.66% turn out, 11, 167,185 votes or 
95.58% were deemed valid and 515,926 or 4.42% were rejected. Of the 
6,151 candidates who contested the election representing 35 political 
parties and 56 independent groups, 150 candidates were drawn from the 
Buddhist clergy, the highest such number in Sri Lankan elections.  Female 
candidates numbered 556.

The election was won by the United National Front (UNF) coalition 
made up of the United National Party (UNP) and the section of the Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party aligned with President Sirisena and supportive 
of the developments of January 2015.  The UNF received a total of 
5,098,972 votes or 45.62% while the United Peoples Freedom Alliance 
(UPFA) received 4,732,669 votes or 42.55%.  The UNF went on to form 
a coalition government of National Unity on the basis of its 436,611- vote 
majority.  The distribution of seats in the 225 -seat Parliament was 106 to 

the UNF and 95 to the UPFA. The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) got 16 
seats and the post of the Leader of the Opposition, the Janata Vimukthi 
Peramuna (JVP) or People’s Liberation Front won 6, the Eelam People’s 
Democratic Party (EPDP) and the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC), 
one seat each. 

CMEV monitoring replicated the methodology used by the organization 
in previous elections, with a monitoring presence during the campaign in 
each polling division reinforced by coordinators in the headquarters in 
Colombo.  CMEV monitoring commenced on 6th July 2015, the first day 
of nominations. During the campaign a total of 193 monitors were trained 
and dispatched to polling divisions and out of them 25 were appointed as 
district coordinators.  Incident reports filed by the monitors in the polling 
divisions were corroborated by provincial coordinators in the Colombo 
head office before, being released to the Election Commissioner and to 
the media.  

On Election Day, CMEV deployed 3173 Static Observers at assigned 
polling stations.  In addition mobile teams were deployed -field observers 
in 193 vehicles and another 63 mobile units out of the Colombo 
headquarters. In association with CANECOM, CMEV also deployed 
21 international observers drawn from the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Canada, Australia and Ghana for a period of two weeks including 
Election Day.

A separate report on CMEV’s seminal use of social media is included 
in this report as well as CMEV work in this election to ensure the fuller 
enjoyment of the exercise of the franchise by persons with disabilities.

Executive Summary
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In its media communiqué on Election Day, CMEV noted that the election 
was relatively free and fair and called for the speedy implementation of 
the provisions of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, which provides 
for the establishment of an Election Commission. Whilst acknowledging 
the valuable role played by the Election Commissioner in protecting the 
integrity of the electoral process and in ensuring adherence to election 
and campaign laws by candidates and political parties, CMEV reiterates 
the need for an Election Commission and for all procedures and processes 
relevant to the conduct of elections to be laid down in writing and 
systematized, leaving no room for ad hoc decision making in respect of 
them.  CMEV strongly urges that the Commission address itself as well to 
shortcomings in the voter registration process, expansion of the eligibility 
for postal voting for Sri Lankan citizens within the country and abroad- 
migrant workers in particular - and to recognition in statute of the role of 
election monitors throughout the electoral process from registration to the 
counting of votes. 

Whilst the abuse of state resources was considerably less than the 
egregious incidence and scale recorded in previous elections and the 
January 2015 Presidential Election in particular and though action was 
taken by the Election Commissioner as well as the Police in respect of 
this, it still remained an issue. CMEV urges that the governance reforms 
and the fostering of a culture of governance initiated in January 2015 are 
directly employed to eradicate this threat to the integrity of the electoral 
process.  We strongly urge too that this applies to the media in the context 
of elections and that the value of public service media amongst the state 
controlled media organs will be institutionalized.

As with the role of the Commissioner, CMEV acknowledges a similar 
role played by the Police and expresses its sincere thanks to both for the 

cooperation extended to CMEV in its monitoring activities.  

CMEV wishes to thank its funders USAID, the Canadian Government, 
the British Government and the Open Society Fund for their financial 
support.

A number of observations and recommendations are in order, in addition 
to those made above:

1. Voter registration needs to be revisited to ensure that citizens are 
not disenfranchised at the time of elections – given the schedule 
of voter registration in existence, it is estimated that some 
300,000 who became eligible to vote since the January election 
were unable to do so because they could not register as voters.

2. Voting rights for migrant workers as well as greater accessibility 
for the disabled and expansion of the eligibility for postal voting 
to professionals and others, are all issues that must be addressed 
by the Election Commission if there are to be no impediments to 
the exercise of the franchise, befitting a functioning democracy.

3. Observance of the law in respect of the declaration of assets and 
liabilities by candidates has improved and can further improve. 
The Commission must ensure strict adherence in this regard and 
once the declarations are lodged they should be made public in 
the interests of transparency, an integral element of governance 
and to facilitate informed choice by voters. 

4. Whilst the issues of campaign costs and party finance are cited 
as amongst the key reasons for a change of the electoral system 
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which abolishes the district based electorate and preferential 
voting, these two issues need to be addressed directly to ensure 
as equal a playing field as possible and the transparency and 
accountability integral to governance in public affairs in a 
functioning democracy and promised by the victors of the 
Presidential Election in January 2015.

5. Sri Lanka ranks as one of the lowest in the world and well below 
the Asian average in the number of female candidates and elected 
members of the national legislature.  Electoral reform needs to 
address this as a matter of priority. Whilst leveling the playing 
field through campaign finance laws and reducing violence will 
assist in increasing female candidates and representation, there is 
an immediate need for measures to ensure this. Possible options 
must be considered including a quota provision at the national 
level, for a limited period. 

6. Review of the laws relating to posters and house-to-house 
campaigning to ensure that relatively unknown candidates and 
those with limited resources are not unduly disadvantaged.  
Election laws need to be brought into line with international 
standards.

7. The next national election is to be fought on the basis of a new 
electoral system.  A public awareness campaign regarding 
it and the modalities of voting must be conducted throughout 
the country and well in advance of an election.  The relatively 
high number of rejected votes at the general election is partly 
attributable to the lack of awareness of voters regarding this 
and to confusion caused by the number of independent groups 

identified by number on the ballot paper in addition to the numbers 
of candidates listed horizontally at the bottom of the ballot paper 
to facilitate preferential voting.  Wider choice provided to voters 
will be vitiated if there is no concerted effort to inform them of 
the modalities of the voting. 

 



Page10

CMEV media and communications operations | 
Parliamentary General Election, August 2015

Overview

The information and communications operations of the Centre for 
Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) for the Parliamentary Election 
held on the 17th August 2015 was anchored to the foundations laid for the 
Presidential Election in January this year. Operational security from an 
information and communications perspective was radically different to 
the context in January. As subsequent reports have shown, the intelligence 
services, military and Police under former President Mahinda Rajapaksa 
had invested heavily in surveillance infrastructure to contain, control 
and censor information, including around elections. CMEV’s info-sec 
(information security) and op-sec (operational security) considerations in 
August were not hostage to these same considerations and were thus re-
engineered to be less around secure and resilient communications, and 
more around information dissemination. 

Platforms and apps

As has always been the case, CMEV’s central hub remains its website where 
press releases, statements, communiques, infographics and mainstream 
media coverage of operations and output were added on a daily basis in 
the lead up to the election, as well as on election day. Leading up to and 
on election day, CMEV’s website saw a surge in traffic. On election day, 
the website was viewed over 1,300 times. Designed to be resilient against 
denial of service attacks as well as traffic spikes (hosted on Wordpress.
com) CMEV’s website - the only fully responsive website of an election 

monitoring body in Sri Lanka (rendering perfectly on whatever browser 
or device it is viewed on) – coped well. 

Continuing what was started in January for the Presidential Election 
as a means of putting out information around monitoring operations 
even if CMEV’s website came under attack, WhatsApp was employed 
extensively in the lead up to and on election day. Two groups, totalling 
over 300 individuals from Sri Lanka and abroad received over 36 updates 
which included audio, text and links to documents in Sinhala, Tamil and 
English plus images in the form of charts and infographics. Every single 
update put online was sent through WhatsApp. The Sinhala civic media 
website Vikalpa, anchored to the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
also managed a WhatsApp based information service of its own, with 
its Editor – who was a CMEV monitor in Jaffna – providing updates in 
Sinhala throughout the day to over 100 individual subscribers. 

CMEV’s Twitter account (@cmev) on election day alone published over 
74 tweets. These included retweets of situation updates, engagement 
with other users, content and updates from CMEV plus links to pertinent 
news reports from the web. In contrast to the reach of CMEV’s website, 
CMEV’s Twitter feed alone, on election day, was read 23,534 times, over 
the 7-day period ending 17th August, the account got 32,800 impressions 
– an average of around 5,000 impressions a day. Over 230 clicked through 
to the web links the CMEV account tweeted, 177 retweeted our updates 
and 27 had favourited them. The level of engagement with CMEV’s 
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content over social media was quantitatively and qualitatively higher than 
the Presidential Election in January.

In addition to CMEV, Groundviews (@groundviews) also put out updates 
on Twitter related to the election, complementing the output of CMEV. 
Whereas CMEV’s feeds stuck to information from CMEV itself or that 
which was from an official source, Groundviews tweeted opinion and news 
from other curated sources from Sri Lanka and abroad. Groundviews on 
Twitter over the 17th and 18th of August was read over 80,000 times. Over 
the 7-day period ending 18th August, the account got 91,200 impressions, 
an average of around 19,500 a day. Also over the course of the week, 
1,700 had clicked links tweeted by the account, over 360 had retweeted 
updates and close to a hundred had favourite them. 

@CPASL, the Twitter account of the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA) also pushed out over 48 tweets on election day. 

It must be noted that for all the accounts above, traffic was organic – in 
that there was no paid advertising pushing traffic to these accounts. 

In addition to Twitter, CMEV, throughout election day, put out audio 
updates on Soundcloud.com, which were subsequently featured on 
CMEV’s Facebook, Twitter and sent over WhatsApp as well. Updates 
were in Tamil, Sinhala and English, at around the start of polling, mid-
day and once polls closed. On the 17th alone, over 370 listened to these 
updates.

CMEV’s Facebook page, on which all output from CMEV is featured 
along with curated content from other official sources, saw a surge in 
traffic over the week. Reaching over 15,200 accounts, over 4,500 ‘liked’ 
the page in the course of the week. Engagement with content on the 

page was also very high, with over 1,000 fans commenting on, liking or 
sharing the content published by CMEV. Organic readership on the 17th 

was exceeded 2,000.

Continuing a tri-lingual campaign to encourage the exercise of franchise 
particularly amongst first time voters and those between 18 – 24 in 
particular, Groundviews, CPA and CMEV as well as Maatram (CPA’s 
Tamil language civic media eco-system) and Vikalpa re-featured the 
#iwillvote campaign across all web properties as well as, on the morning 
of the election, through an email sent to around 8,000 subscribers. The 
Editor of Groundviews Sanjana Hattotuwa posted an image at 7.12am 
on Groundviews noting that he had voted, using the virality of selfies 
particularly amongst the target demographic to promote the exercise of 
franchise. At 6.30am, the campaign was published over social media 
and sent out over email. By mid-day, this had resulted in hundreds 
uploading to Instagram, Facebook and Twitter images they had taken 
after voting. Though less in number overall than on the 8th of January, 
the #iwillvote hashtag was re-ignited independent of CPA/CMEV/
Groundviews, demonstrating the interest in the larger community around 
voter mobilisation through online and social media channels. The use 
of #iwillvote’s images (copyright free in tri-lingual) also reinforced the 
enduring validity of the campaign launched by CPA earlier this year.

General observations around social media

In addition to the information eco-systems of CPA, Groundviews, 
CMEV, Maatram and Vikalpa – reaching hundreds of thousands – the 
larger social media ecosystems around the Parliamentary Election is 
worth further study. Snapshots of this landscape on and leading up to 
election day follows.
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For the first time, Facebook encouraged all its users based in Sri Lanka 
to update their status messages around the election. While opt-in (users 
could choose to ignore the Facebook prompt) this move by Facebook 
around voter mobilisation resulted in thousands updating their Facebook 
status to reflect the fact they were going to vote, had voted and various 
shades of political opinion. The status message also linked to the Election 
Department’s official website, which promptly crashed on account of 
the traffic. While re-instated later in the day, the engineering into such a 
critical website – which has repeatedly gone down at every single major 
election – remains hugely suspect and in need of urgent reform. Most 
citizens were delivered information around the results of the Parliamentary 
Elections via SMS news services or election results dashboards set up on 
private media websites, in addition to of course radio and TV broadcasts. 

Another key feature around the Parliamentary Elections was the use of 
Facebook in particular to promote candidates and political parties through 
individual accounts (i.e. through voluntary disclosure and without paid 
advertising). Many on Facebook used the platform to publicly reveal who 
they were voting for, why and encouraged others to vote for the same 
candidates or party. Others were more discreet and said they were voting 
to continue the change brought around on the 8 of January. 

The open publication of political preferences – not just to Facebook 
friends, but as public posts anyone even without a Facebook account, 
or outside one’s friend’s network could see – is a major development in 
the discursive landscape of social media, and was reflected in updates in 
Sinhala and Tamil too (though your author’s primary focus was content 
in English). One possible reason for this is the freedom of expression, felt 
across the political spectrum, after the change of Presidency in January. 
Whereas in January there was a groundswell of opinion over social media 

around regime change, just a handful expressed openly the desire to be 
rid of the Rajapaksa’s and there was not a single update across any social 
media observed that to the extent evident on and around 17 August openly 
stated voting preferences, political opinion and political opposition. 

Tacitly acknowledging the power of social media and its reach, the 
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa took to Twitter at 7.29 on the 
morning of the 18th to counter a story on AFP noting that he had 
conceded defeat and that his dreams of becoming PM were dashed. The 
story grew virally across local and international mainstream media as 
well as social media. @groundviews over Twitter and Facebook first 
tweeted Udaya Gammanpila’s Facebook update that the UPFA had 
lost the election, refuting directly the former President’s comment on 
Twitter that he couldn’t accept victory or concede defeat until the final 
results were officially released. This interplay of social media and web 
based mainstream media news resulted in heightened traffic to sites and 
accounts with updates around what the former President said, or didn’t 
say, along with others from the UPFA contradicting him or seemingly 
conceding defeat as well. It is unclear if TV and radio broadcasts picked 
up on this traffic spike. Reflecting this heightened exchange, at around 
7.30am on the 18th, when official election results were trickling in, Twitter 
updates around the elections reached their peak. Groundviews monitored 
two hashtags #SLGE15 and #GenElecSL – which were by Sri Lanka’s 
Twitter community writ large accepted as the two ‘official’ hastags to 
use around election updates. #SLGE15 at around 7.30am was peaking 
at around 9 tweets a minute. #GenElecSL at around 24 tweets a minute. 
As long as Groundviews has archived public tweets around events in Sri 
Lanka (Twitter Q&A, UN debates, elections) this was the most amount of 
tweets ever published in the same span of time. 
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Social media – Facebook and Twitter in particular – were also used 
to fan discord and sow unrest by spreading false rumours. The LTTE 
and UNP were frequently joined, and others claimed the result of the 
election was “an international conspiracy”. Yet others on Twitter said the 
new Government would lead to Eelam’s fruition, and many published 
derogatory comments about Ranil Wickremesinghe, the Leader of UNP, 
and surprisingly, also on President Sirisena. Given reports that former 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa employed vast numbers of individuals in 
strategic, carefully planned media operations including over social media 
to construct his image, and shape the discourse (including by planting 
false information and rumours), the effect of these disinformation and 
misinformation was minimal. One reason for this could be, as noted early, 
the opening up of the discursive spaces online resulting in the former 
President’s modus operandi – controlling the meta-narrative in a tightly 
censored space – falling apart. With hundreds of independent voices all 
publishing at the same time and calling to question the record of the former 
President and those in his government, attempts to incite hatred and the 
use of incendiary language did not have the same impact as intended, and 
would have been possible under a repressive political context. 

Overall, the information and communications operations of CMEV, 
complemented by the updates put out by Groundviews, Maatram, Vikalpa 
and CPA itself, remain unparalleled. From field based information 
gathering to communicating in real time to CMEV’s HQ, from the use 
of social media to the coverage CMEV operations received across Tamil, 
Sinhala and English mainstream print media – including the international 
press – was qualitatively and quantitatively more than the Presidential 
Election. CMEV’s information generation, dissemination and storage 
remains a model for other electoral processes to emulate, especially those 
operating in austere, censorious and authoritarian contexts. 
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Enabling persons with disabilities for right to vote

Facilitating ‘accessibility’ for persons with disabilities to cast their vote 
at polling stations:

Sri Lankan demography highlights that an approximate 1.7 million per-
sons are with disabilities according to the Department of Census and Sta-
tistics (2012). This number is estimated to be more with the addition of 
war affected numbers of citizens who report a disability and disability 
caused by road accidents and non-communicable diseases. Despite this 
significant proportion of persons with disabilities, the Government of Sri 
Lanka has not yet ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). Sri Lanka is still only a signa-
tory. However, Sri Lanka adopted a National Action Plan for Disability in 
December 2014 through an Act of Parliament. This action plan was for-
mulated with the technical assistance of the World Health Organization 
and the leadership of the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Social 
Services. Further, the revised Disability Rights Bill has been submitted to 
the legal draftsman and would be presented to Parliament for approval. 

Within this context Center for Monitoring Elections Violence (CMEV) 
collaborated with several disability rights activists and disability inclu-
sive civil society and development organizations to launch an advocacy 
campaign titled ‘Enabled Elections’. The purpose of the campaign was 
to follow up on the circular number PE 164/2015 issued by the Commis-
sioner of Elections in May 2015 advising all the Assistant Commissioners 
to ensure that ‘reasonable access’ is provided for voters who are with a 
disability. The campaign was launched from the 13th of July 2015 and 
was funded by USAID/SPICE through the CMEV. The effort included 
multiple approaches ranging from awareness raising through print media, 

electronic media, and IEC (Information, Education and Communication) 
material in accessible formats.
 

The center for Monitoring of Election Violece (CMEV) facilitated an 
initial meeting with the group involved in “Enabled Elections” campaign 
on 13th of July, 2015 and explored the possible collaborations. A discussion 
was held on the 14th of July with CMEV National Coordinator and a 
partnership was agreed upon. Enabled Elections strategy to collaborate 
with a mainstream elections monitoring organization such as CMEV 
resulted in achieving significant milestones in lobbying for the rights 
of persons with disabilities to access polling stations and entitlement to 
rights beyond the political process. 

‘Enabled Elections’ focused on three (3) key areas,

1)  Creating awareness among persons with disabilities on their 
rights, entitlements and responsibilities in exercising their civic 
duties 

2)  Lobbying with mainstream political parties to recognize the 
concerns of the community of persons with disabilities 

3)  Lobbying with other election monitoring bodies including 
international observers to include disability in their election 
monitoring activities
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Outline of key milestones achieved by the Enabled Elections initiative 
(15th July - 15th August 2015)

Drafting of a Manifesto to assert social, economic, political and 
cultural Rights of persons with disabilities and presenting to; the 
President, Mr. Maithreepala Sirisena and other politlcal party 
leaders. 

	 A discussion with the Election Commissioner, Mr. Mahinda 
Deshapriya to follow up on the circular issued by the Elections 
Commissioner’s office in May 2015 to ensure that at Grama 
Niladhari level, (village administrative division) persons with 
disabilities are informed about applying for special needs  
accessibility on elections day

	 Launching of social media campaign through ‘Enabled 
Elections’ facebook page and twitter

  
	 Print media and electronic media features to communicate 

messages on the available provisions issued by the Elections 
Commissioner’s office to ensure persons with disabilities has 
‘reasonable access’ at polling stations

	 Formulating accessible information and education material 
(braille flyers) for persons with disabilities on their right to 
vote, accessibility provisions they are entitled to at polling 
stations and how to lobby for same

	 Formulating an informative video encouraging persons with 
disabilities and their caregivers to ensure that their ‘voice is 
heard’ at the General Elections
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3) Lobbying with other election monitoring bodies including international 
observers to include disability in their election monitoring activities 

 

Outline of key milestones achieved by the Enabled Elections initiative 
(15th July - 15th August 2015) 

 

 Drafting of a Manifesto to assert social, economic, political and 
cultural Rights of persons with disabilities and presentation of 
same to 
 His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka Maithreepala 

Sirisena on the 4th of August 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Party Leader of Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna Mr Anura 
Kumara Dissanayaka on the 5th of August 2015 

 Party Deputy Leader of the United National Party Minister 
Karu Jayasuriya on the 13th of August 2015 

  A discussion with the Election Commissioner Mr Mahinda 
Deshapriya to follow up on the circular issued by the Elections 
Commissioner's office in May 2015 to ensure that at Grama 
Niladhari level (village administrative division) persons with 
disabilities are informed about applying for special provisions to 
accessibility on elections day 

 

 Launching of social media campaign through Enabled Elections 
facebook page and twitter 
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	 Two awareness raising workshops (Southern Province and 
Eastern Province) for leaders of Disabled Peoples Organizations, 
persons with disabilities and caregivers on the available provisions 
through the Elections Commissioner’s circular, and informative 
session on ‘how to vote’ and extraction of recommendations/
suggestions from participants to inform Enabled Elections’ 
follow up action after the General Elections
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 Print media and electronic media features to communicate 
messages on the available provisions issued by the Elections 
Commissioner's office to ensure persons with disabilities has 
'reasonable access' at polling stations 

 

 Formulating accessible information and education material (braille 
flyers) for persons with disabilities on their Right to vote, 
accessibility provisions they are entitled to at polling stations and 
how to lobby for same 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Formulate an informative video encouraging persons with 
disabilities, and their caregivers to ensure that their 'voice is heard' 
at the General Elections 

 

 Two awareness raising workshops (Southern Province and Eastern 
Province) for leaders of Disabled Peoples Organizations, persons 
with disabilities and caregivers on the available provisions through 
the Elections Commissioner's circular, and informative session on 
'how to vote' and extraction of recommendations/suggestions from 
participants to inform Enabled Elections' follow up action after the 
General Elections 

 

- CMEV included three questions on inquiring into the availability of 
accessibility at polling stations and to tabulate the numbers of persons with 
disabilities who arrived at the polling station to vote into the regular 
monitoring tool used by day observers.  

	 CMEV included three questions on inquiring into the availability 
of accessibility at polling stations and to tabulate the numbers of 
persons with disabilities who arrived at the polling station to vote 
into the regular monitoring tool used by day observers. 

	 CMEV, as the first monitoring body initiated mainstreaming 
persons disabilities in to the elections process, created 
opportunities for to moulue in monitoring operation within 
CMEV head office and in field. 
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No 17A, Pedris Road, Colombo 3, Tel: 011 3010662-4, Fax: 011 2577117

E-mail: cmev@cpalanka.org           Web: www.cmev.org

Parliamentary General Election 2015

Media Communiqué 01

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka

The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially com-
menced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and malpractice 
in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the nominations period on 
the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 field monitors including 
22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has established 9 provincial 
desks operated from the CMEV head office in Colombo to collect and 
analyse the information that is in turn corroborated and made available to 
the public. Additionally, a group of around 30 foreign observers will be 
deployed a week prior to Election Day to work in partnership with local 
CMEV monitors. 

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of the efforts 
by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed candidates of 
the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached. 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents of elec-
tion related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been classified 19 | P a g e  
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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. Minor inci-
dents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of major incidents 
have been reported from Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) and Digamadulla (3) 
Districts respectively.

Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of nomi-
nations period are mentioned below. 

27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala
 
Mr. J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district candidate 
Mr. Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M Sapumal 
Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of UPFA 
candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara, at around 12.30 am at Detiyamulla 
Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the incident hap-
pened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s office. The 
vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other vehicles and it 
was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. Dinesh Kumara’s 
vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. Dinesh Kumara said 
he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan Kumara’s hand and 
proceeded to the Hettipola Police.

OIC Hettipola Police Mr. S.N. De Soyza IP, confirmed that Mr. Dinesh 
Kumara has lodged a complaint pertaining to this incident and had handed 
over the weapon to the police as evidence. Vehicles bearing number plate 
53-6676 (Dolphin Van), 54-7133 (Double-Cab) and NWKC 7790 (Su-
zuki Swift) were reported to have been used in the incident and the two 
suspects have been produced before Hettipola Magistrate under B425/15 
and were subsequently released on personal bail.
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Attempts made by CMEV to contact Mr. M Sapumal Ruwan Kumara 
and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath pertaining to these charges were not 
successful.

26th July 2015- Coercion and Threat, Kekirawa, Anuradhapura

It was reported to CMEV that the wife and mother of Mr. Sapumal 
Senanayake, Coordinating Secretary of Anuradhapura District UNF 
candidate Mr. P. Harrison, were threatened and intimidated at his residence 
at around 8.50 pm at ‘Sri’ Aluthwewa, Galkiriyagama in Anuradhapura.  
It is alleged that a group of 5 to 6 unidentified individuals arrived at Mr. 
Senanyake’s residence when he was not at home and demanded that 
they be permitted inside. When his wife and mother questioned them 
regarding their purpose the group had said that they had come to kill Mr. 
Sapumal. Moreover, when the ladies had refused them entry and asserted 
Mr. Sapumal was not at home, they had tried to break into the house, 
but were unsuccessful. Afterwards they allegedly damaged the property 
by throwing sand and mud at the walls.  Mrs. Senanayake believes 
the perpetrators were supporters of the North Central Provincial UNP 
Member, Mr. Chandima Gamage.

Ms. Niluka Nilmini Senanayake, wife of Sapumal phoned in the incident 
to Galkiriyagama Police and the police visited the location that night. 
However, OIC Galkiriyagama Police, Mr. Prasanna Welikala IP, told 
CMEV that they had not received a complaint with regard to this incident. 
He stated that Mr. Sapumal had however lodged a complaint regarding a 
threatening telephone call, which he had received on the 23rd July 2015, 
three days before this particular incident.  When CMEV inquired as to 
why a complaint had not been lodged regarding the incident on the 26th 

, Mr. Sapumal responded that he chose not to lodge a complaint with 
regard to this incident as he wished to refrain from making accusations 
that would taint either Mr. P. Harrison or Mr. Chaminda Gamage. 

24th July 2015- Misuse of Public Property, Avissawella, 
Colombo.
 
It was reported to CMEV that the former UNP Seethawakapura Municipal 
Council Chairman Mr. Susil Premalal Pinthu has used physical and human 
resources belonging to the Municipal Council for campaign purposes on 
24th July 2015. According to reports, he had conducted door - to - door 
canvassing with the aid of minor staff and industrial section staff belonging 
to the Municipal Council. Mr. Susil Premalal Pinthu was unavailable for 
comment on these allegations. 

Ms. Shashika Devapriya, Secretary of Municipal Council confirmed to 
CMEV that 75 employees had not reported to work on the mentioned day 
and some had even taken leave. Furthermore, she said that the industrial 
section employees who are paid a daily wage would not be paid if they 
had not reported to work.  

Mr. Geethanajan Gunawardena, the local organizer for the UPFA accepted 
that these allegations were most probably accurate. An eyewitness Mr. 
Anura Obeysinghe, an independent candidate, also confirmed these 
allegations to CMEV. 
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23rd July 2015- Assault, Illukwatha, Kandy

Democratic Party supporter Mr. Weerasinghe Mudiyansalage Saman 
Dissanayake of the Kandy district was allegedly attacked by an unidentified 
group of people at around 11.00pm at Muruthalaw, Illukwatha. The 
CMEV monitor in the area said that Mr. Dissanayake was admitted to the 
Kandy General Hospital ward No. 10.  When CMEV spoke to Peradeniya 
head of election operations Mr. C.I. Kanangara, he stated that they had 
received a complaint and that investigations were underway. When 
CMEV sent monitors to the hospital to inquire after Mr. Dissanayake, he 
was not present and attempts to contact him were unsuccessful. 

22nd July, 2015- Assault, Kandy

An unidentified group broke into the main campaign office of the UNP 
candidate Mr. Rauf Hakeem at No. 258, Katugasthota Road, Kandy and 
assaulted Mr. Salaheer who is the candidate’s coordinating officer and 
Mr. Dananjaya Bandara a supporter of Mr. Hakeem at around 7.30 pm on 
22nd July 2015. Mr. Salaheer has received medical treatment for minor 
injuries from the Kandy Hospital. Speaking to CMEV he said the group 
had first damaged cut outs stored at the office and attacked Mr. Bandara 
and himself. CMEV was unable to contact Mr. Hakeem for comment. 

Speaking to Mr. Kularathne IP, of the Katugasthota Police station; he 
stated that investigations were underway to collect further evidence 
pertaining to the identity of the perpetrators.

21st July 2015-Threat and intimidation, Medirigiriya, 
Polonnaruwa

 Mr. W.P. Chaminda Kumara and his wife, Ms. G.G.S. Kumari, 
supporters of the UPFA, received death threats from a group of UNP 
supporters affiliated to Polonnaruwa District candidate Mr. Nalaka 
Kolonne. According to reports, the group was travelling in a white 
TATA Cab decorated with stickers of Mr. Kolonne at around 1.30 am 
on 21st July 2015 and according to Ms. Kumari, they were under the 
influence of alcohol and armed with swords and batons. During the verbal 
confrontation that followed the death threats, the group had damaged the 
temporary campaign office next to the house of the UPFA supporters. 
When fleeing the scene, the group reportedly stole flag -poles from the 
campaign office. 

One of the perpetrators has been identified as Mr. Chinthaka and the 
complaint regarding the incident has been lodged at Medirigiriya 
Police under EIB 06/28. CMEV contacted Mr. N.P.S. Jayalath (IP) of 
the Medirigirya Police Station who confirmed the incident and stated 
that proof pertaining to the incident has been produced to Higurakgoda 
Magistrate under complaint B 594/15.

21st July 2015- Assault, Batticaloa

Mr. Selladurai Arasaratnam, UPFA candidate in Batticaloa was allegedly 
assaulted by Mr. Tharmarajah Pradeeban a supporter of TNA candidate 
Mr. Karunagaran. According to reports received by CMEV, the incident 
occurred at around 11.00 pm on the 21st of July 2015 at the residence of 
Mr. Selladurai Arasaratnam in the presence of his family and supporters. 
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When CMEV contacted Mr. Selladurai Arasaratnam, he stated that 4 
individuals at around 11.00 pm verbally abused him and hurled rocks to 
his residence. When one of the perpetrators Mr. Pradeeban, attempted to 
tres pass he was restrained by supporters of Mr. Arasaratnam.  The latter, 
in turn, had contacted the police. 

Mr. Karunagaran, stated that his supporter had been kidnapped while 
travelling home with food, assaulted and then handed over to the police 
who had not realized that he was the victim as opposed to the perpetrator. 
When Mr. Pradeeban, was contacted by CMEV, he stated that he had 
lent his vehicle to Mr. Karunagaran and after coming home he had been 
curious as to the noise coming from his neighbour’s home which happened 
to be Mr. Selladurai Arasaratnam and it was at this point that he was hit 
by a chain which rendered him unconscious prior to being apprehended 
by the police.

In speaking to the police to clarify these varying accounts, they confirmed 
that Mr. Pradeeban had been taken to hospital prior to being processed. 
They also confirmed that the Batticaloa Magistrate Court had assigned a 
personal bail of Rs. 100,000, which had been settled. Mr. Pradeeban was 
released from custody. 

19th July 2015, Threat and Intimidation, Yatiyantota Electorate, 
Kegalle

Mr. Irajarathinam Isurajan of Ceylon Worker’s Congress (CWC) of 
Yatiyantota electorate and his sister, Ms. Irajarathinam Shiromi were 
awakened from their sleep, threatened and intimidated by Mr. Sanjeewa 
Abeykoon UNP opposition leader of Yatiyantota Pradeshiya Sabha and 
three of his supporters. The incident occurred at around 11.00 pm. Ms. 
Shiromi has identified Mr. Sanjeewa Abeykoon among the perpetrators.    

A complaint was lodged at Seethawakapura Police division, under NCR 
10/81-2015 by Ms. Shiromi.  Mr. Nishanka SI, officer in-charge of 
election affairs at Yatiyantota Police station confirmed that a complaint 
was received from Ms. Shiromi the following day. The police had 
informed both parties to be present at the police station at 12.30 pm for 
mediation the day after the incident. CMEV field officers were informed 
by the plaintiff, Mr. Isurajan, that Mr. Abeykoon had not been present for 
the mediation process, as per the directives of the police.  

17th July 2015, Misuse of state resources, Kelaniya Electorate, 
Gampaha

It has been reported to CMEV that Gampaha district candidate Mr. 
Prasanna Ranaweera of UPFA has used public property for election 
campaigning and propaganda purposes. He has used the reception hall 
belonging to Kelaniya Pradeshiya Sabha to conduct a meeting with his 
supporters at around 10.30 am on the 16th of July 2015. Furthermore, 
under the guise of the dengue eradication program he had conducted 
house-to-house visits the following day.  It has also been reported that he 
continues to use office stationery, appliances, and employees of the local 
authority for campaign activities in addition to the vehicles owned by the 
local authority.

When CMEV contacted Ms. Nelum Kumari, Secretary of Kelaniya 
Pradeshiya Saba she said that a payment had been made for the use of the 
reception hall. However, she admitted that employees are participating in 
his campaign after office hours. When contacted by CMEV, Mr. Prasanna 
Ranaweera denied all allegations regarding the misuse of public property.
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16th July, 2015, Threat and Intimidation in Kilinochchi, Jaffna

CMEV received a complaint by an independent group candidate Ms. 
Annaluxmi Wanasudan, affiliated to group 06 that she was threatened by 
a group of 3 individuals on three occasions. She said that they introduced 
themselves as CID officers and has tried taking a photograph of her. 
Further, when attempting to question her they had failed to produce any 
identification. Ms. Annaluxmi told CMEV that one of the individuals was 
known as Mr. Ramesh, who when contacted admitted that he is not a CID 
officer but an army officer. A complaint has not been lodged with the 
police regarding the incident.

14th July 2015, Assaulted, Mahiyangana Electorate, Badulla.  

It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate, Uva Provincial Minister 
Mr. Anura Vidanagamage and his supporters assaulted Mr. Hemantha 
Warnasooriya, the brother of Mr. Nishantha Warnasooriya. He had clashed 
with Mr.Vidanagamage near a guest house owned by Mr. Nishantha 
Warnasooriya in Soraborawewa at around 4.30 pm on 14th July 2015. 
Mr. Hemantha was admitted to Mahiyangana base hospital with minor 
injuries following the incident. He confirmed to CMEV that he lodged a 
complaint with the Mahiyangana Police who when contacted by CMEV 
stated that it was a private clash that had been successfully settled. Police 
refused to provide details of the complaint. CMEV was unable to contact 
Mr. Anura Vidanagamage for comment with regard to this incident.

14th July 2015, Assault, Damage to Property, Threat and 
Intimidation, Kalawana Electorate, Ratnapura 

It has been reported to CMEV that UNP opposition leader of the 
Kalawana Pradeshiya Sabha, Mr. Shanaka Molligoda, has assaulted 
UPFA candidate, Mr. Priyantha Athukorala.  The dispute had begun 
when Mr. Athukorala arrived at his campaign office at the Kalawana CTB 
bus stand - which has been confirmed to the CMEV as being illegal- 
after he was informed that his cutout was removed and destroyed by Mr. 
Molligoda and his supporters.  This occurred at around 10.00 pm and 
according to Mr. Athukorala it was at this point that he and his supporters 
were assaulted and shot at by the UNP supporters.  The shooting also 
damaged his vehicle.

According to Mr. Meril Rupus Silva, UNP supporter present during the 
incident, they were preparing the premises for a meeting with Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickramasinghe on the following day. He confirmed that 
it was UNP supporters who had removed Mr. Athukorala’s cut-out, as it 
was located in front of the stage which was being constructed. 

Following a complaint made by Mr. Athukorala at Kalawana Police station, 
case CIB 02, the police had taken into custody Mr. Dasanayake Pathirana, 
a UNP supporter, who had been the main perpetrator in the assault on 
Mr. Athukorala.  According to Mr. Athukorala, UNP supporters had 
gone to the Kalawana police station and forcibly released Mr. Pathirana 
from custody. When CMEV contacted the Kalawana police to clarify the 
allegation they stated that this situation had arisen due to a private dispute 
and no individual had been arrested.
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On being contacted by CMEV, DIG, Sabaragmuwa Province Mr. Rohan 
Dias stated that three police officers including the OIC Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda . 

13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara 
Electorate, Matara 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda Yapa 
Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri Gajadeera 
have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera a supporter 
of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving the Matara 
District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The incident 
occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. The 
incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. Mr. 
Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. Dikkuburage 
Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01)

11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa 
Electorate, Kegalle

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial council 
member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly assaulted Mr. 
Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened at around 7.00 
p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, Pindeniya in the 
Galigamuwa Electorate. 

According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was accused of 
covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of Mr. Kabir 
Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had attacked him 
and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the name of Kumara, 
had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said after the incident 
he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police station.

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 
 
All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
Co – Convener
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It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
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Dr. P. Saravanamuttu 
Co – Convener 
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No 17A, Pedris Road, Colombo 3, Tel: 011 3010662-4, Fax: 011 2577117

E-mail: cmev@cpalanka.org           Web: www.cmev.org

Parliamentary General Election 2015

Media Communiqué 02

02nd August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka, at 1630 hrs

As of 2nd August 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 402 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 71 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 331. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna(10), Gampaha(7) and 
Digamadulla(5) Districts respectively.

Below are a sample of the major cases of election related violence reported 
to CMEV between the 27th and 30th of July 2015. 

27th July, 2015- Arson Attack, Kurunegala

Campaign offices of the UPFA in Katugampola and Kurunegala were 
set fire to by UNP supporters. The perpetrators have been identified as 
Mr. D.M Anura Nuwan Kumara, Mr. D.A Dinesh Sampath Kumara and 
Mr. Padmakumara Premalal who had set fire to a cutout of Mr. Anura 
Priyadharshana Yapa and Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa. Furthermore, it is 
reported that these perpetrators had assaulted an eye witness who has 19 | P a g e  
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As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

been admitted to Makandura hospital with minor injuries. The incident 
was reported to CMEV by UPFA Katugampala organizer Mr. Gamini 
Siriwardena. 

A complaint has been lodged to the Pannala Police station, under EIB 
3/9/288 and according to Mr. M.N. Vijitha Kumara P.C. the accused have 
been arrested and will be produced before the Kurunegala Magistrate 
Courts under complaint B14/33.

28th July, 2015- Threat, Jaffna

A report was received alleging that the UPFA Jaffna district candidate 
and President of Teacher Association, Mr. Subramaniyam Subadeesan 
threatened and coerced the association teachers to participate in his 
meetings. It has been reported that he threatened the teachers with 
dismissal from their jobs if they did not comply. The complaint was 
reported to CMEV on the grounds of anonymity by a teacher who claims 
to have been threatened by Mr. Subadeesan.  The latter dismissed the 
allegation against him.

28th July 2015- Assault, Kandy.

It was reported to CMEV that Mr.  K.G Samantha Thilakarathne a supporter 
of UNP candidate Mr. R.G. Samaranayake, had assaulted Mr. D.G Gayan 
Udaya at No.118 Bule Muhuna, Menikhinna, at around 7.30 pm on the 
28th of July.  Mr. Gayan, told CMEV that the incident had occurred 
due to an argument between Mr. Gayan’s father and Mr. Thilakarathne.  
Elaborating on the incident, he said that the assault occurred due to Mr. 
Thilakarathne forcing Mr. Gayan’s father to transfer his support to Mr. 
Samaranayake.
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When CMEV contacted SI of Menikhinna Police station Mr. Gamini 
Herath, he stated that Mr. Gayan had lodged a complaint (EIB-41/8/2015) 
and that further investigations were under way to collect evidence.

28th July 2015-Assault, Batticaloa

Mr. K.M.A Irfan, election coordinator of UNP candidate Mr. Sifly Farook, 
of the Earavur electorate was allegedly assaulted by Mr. Naleem and Mr. 
Kaleem. The assault took place at Mr. K.M.A. Irfan’s residence at No.25 
Ayurveda Hospital Road, Michnaar Eravur at around 1.00 am.

When CMEV contacted Mr. Irfaan, he said the incident has occurred after 
Mr. Naleem and Mr. Kaleem had been refused the coordinators position 
that he currently holds, by Mr.Farook.

Mr. Farook speaking to CMEV said the incident was due to a 
personal financial dispute between both parties and not related to his 
election activities. By contacting the OIC of Eravur Police station Mr. 
Wijewickrama, CMEV was able to confirm Mr. Farook’s statement and 
receive confirmation of the complaint, CIB 92/282.

28th July, 2015- Assault, Digamadulla.

CMEV received a report that a supporter of UNP, Mr. M.A Saleem was 
assaulted by 8 UPFA supporters who were under the influence of alcohol. 
Of the 8 individuals, 3 have been identified as Mr. Nifras, Mr. Raswan 
and Mr. Rasool. The incident occurred at around 5.00 pm at Mr. M.A 
Saleem’s shop in Arasayadi, Akkaraipattu and a finger on the victim’s left 
hand was fractured in the assault. 

After the incident, supporters of UNP candidate Mr. Daya Gamage had 
arrived at the location and directed Mr. M.A Saleem to lodge a complaint 
with the in Akkaraipattu police, case number EIB/49/73.  When CMEV 
contacted Mr. Ibrahim I.P, of the Akkaraipattu Police station, he said that 
the accused had not been apprehended and that a case had been filed with 
the Akkaraipattu Magistrate’s courts under B/8110.

When CMEV contacted Mr. Saleem, he said that he was assaulted by 
supporters of UPFA candidate Mr. A.L.M Athaullah.  However, when 
CMEV attempted to contact Mr. Athaullah, his coordinator Mr. Baheej 
responded by rejecting the allegation and stated that he was unaware of 
the incident. Furthermore, he said that Mr. Raswan, one of the accused, 
was an independent candidate with no connection to Mr. Athaullah.

28th July 2015- Threat and Intimidation, Puttalam.

UNP candidate Mr. Ashoka Priyantha was threatened with a sword by Mr. 
Harinda Lakmal Silva, a supporter of the same party. According to Mr. 
Priyantha, the incident occurred when he visited his campaign office after 
he was informed that his cutout near the premises had been vandalized by 
Mr. Lakmal.

When CMEV followed up with the Marawila Police station Mr. S.I 
Jayanath OIC, stated that Mr. Priyantha has lodged a complaint in this 
regard at around 2. 15 a.m. under EIB 37/66 and that Mr.Lakmal had been 
taken into custody.
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29th July, 2015- Damage to Property, Senkadagala

CMEV has received reports that M. Saleem, supporter of UNP candidate 
Lakshaman Kiriella was attacked by an unidentified group at around 12.45 
A.M at his residence in Divingama, Ampitiya. His house and shop were 
damaged in the attack and the losses are valued at around Rs. 50,000. 
According to the reports Mr. Saleem, promptly informed the incident 
to 119, however, the police officer to whom  CMEV spoke to said the 
victim was reluctant to lodge a complaint as he was unable to identify the 
perpetrators involved in the attack. 

29th July, 2015- Assault, Diagamadulla

UNP supporter Mr. Simmi Marikkar Ameen was assaulted, allegedly, by 2 
UPFA supporters, Mr. M.H Aslam Nusky and M.A Risky in Samanthurai, 
Digamadulla. The assailants had threatened Mr. Ameen, warned him to 
refrain from engaging in any campaign activities and said that should he 
persist he would face bodily harm.  A complaint has been lodged with the 
Akkaraipattu Police station under EIB/5480.When CMEV contacted Mr. 
Ibrahim I.P, Akkaraipattu Police station he said the alleged perpetrators 
were yet to be apprehended and further investigations would be carried 
out in order to find them. A case has been filed in Akkaraipattu Magistrate 
courts under B-43888 in relation to this incident.

30th July 2015- Abduction, Akuressa

A supporter of UNP candidate Mr. Sagala Rathnayake was allegedly 
abducted at around 3.30 a.m. by supporters of UPFA candidate Mr. Manoj 
Sirisena while pasting posters in Akuressa, Diyalape. It is reported that 
the kidnapped is Mr. Chamara, the driver of the three-wheeler (QH-1812) 
and that two others who were passengers had escaped. 

When CMEV contacted Mr. Niroshan Jeewantha, one of the individuals 
that fled the scene, he confirmed the incident and elaborated on what had 
happened. He said that while pasting posters they had seen a group of 
about 20 people approaching them in a double cab (PW-2969) and on 04 
motor bikes and when Mr. Chamara was captured they had chosen to flee 
and go directly to the Akuressa Police station. Mr. Jeewantha said that by 
the time he reached the police station the police were about to leave for 
the location of the alleged kidnapping and that the police had been able to 
take 6 individuals into custody.

When CMEV contacted the Akuressa Police station, OIC Mr. 
Abeywickrama confirmed Mr. Jeewantha’s claims and identified the 
perpetrators as Mr. S.P.L.S Madushanka, Mr. U.N Kumanayake, Mr. 
M.R.P.M Ranaweera, Mr. J.E Samarasingha, Mr. A.W.K Madushanka 
and Mr. A.W.A Buddhika, all of whom have been remanded.

In contacting Mr. Sirisena, he stated that the above incident was not related 
to him or his campaign and that it was due to a personal argument between 
both parties. These remarks were denied by Mr. Saagala Rathnayake.

30th July, 2015 Misuse of State Resource, Borella, Colombo

CMEV received a report of the construction of a stage at Ward Place 
obstructing the road to Borella, Colombo, by the UNP at 10 am on the 
30th of July. The Borella junction had experienced a sever traffic block 
as a consequence and the road has also been damaged by the erection of 
iron poles.

When CMEV contacted the Borella Police station, OIC Mr. Prageeth 
Lakmina said that UNP Borella organizer Mr. Jayantha Silva has obtained 
permission to set up the stage. This was in addition to instructions issued 
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by the Mayor of Colombo Mr. A.J.M. Muzammil, who had informed 
the police in writing to grant permission for this propaganda activity. 
A complaint has been lodged with the Election Operations Unit and the 
Assistant Election Commissioner’s Office.

30th July, 2015- Misuse of State Resources, Puttlam

CMEV received a report that JVP candidates Mr. Samantha Korala 
Aarachchi and Mr. B.M. Ranmanika have conducted a meeting for 
the minor staff and distributed flyers at Puttalam Hospital, despite 
the objections of Ms. Maari Stenant Dinusha Fernando, the medical 
superintendent of the hospital. Ms. Fernando has lodged a complaint at 
the Chilaw Police.

According to Chilaw Election Operations Unit OIC Mr. H. Amarasinghe, 
the accused have been arrested and produced in the Chilaw Magistrate 
court under B/744/15. The accused had posted bail of a Rs.100,000/= 
each, and are to be summoned to courts on the 27th of August 2015. 
When CMEV tried to contact JVP General Secretary Mr. Tilvin Silva’s 
office to clarify the information, he was unavailable for comment

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  
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Special Media Communiqué

31st July 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka

At 11.30 am today, shooting was reported at Bloemendal Road in front 
of the St. Benedict College grounds in Kotahena. Mr. Rajiv Seneviratne, 
the Campaign Manager for the United National Party, speaking to CMEV 
from Sirikotha UNP party headquarters confirmed that the incident had 
taken place while Mr. Ravi Karunanayake was canvassing with his sup-
porters. The minister was not injured in the attack. It has also been re-
ported that 500 individuals were present when the incident took place.  
CMEV confirm that one individual has been that dead, 12 supporters have 
been injured, 5 critically and admitted is the ICU.

The name of the victim has been reported as Ms. S. Maheema of Mad-
ampitiya, Colombo 15, an UNP supporter. The attack lasted for 10 min-
utes and the perpetrators were reported to be clad in black and had arrived 
in 2 black hybrid cars without number plates.  Furthermore 16 bullet cas-
ings have been found at the scene according police sources.
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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  

 

 

 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu 
Co – Convener 
 

No 17A, Pedris Road, Colombo 3, Tel: 011 3010662-4, Fax: 011 2577117

E-mail: cmev@cpalanka.org           Web: www.cmev.org

Parliamentary General Election 2015

Media Communiqué 03

05th August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka
5th August, Murder, Wattala , Gampaha district

CMEV has received a report stating that there has been a murder at 
6.20am today at Rajasinghe Mawatha Wattala. An unidentified group 
of 3 persons had murdered Mr Mohomaed Adhiyas, supporter of UPFA 
candidate Mr Mohammed Nawzan.  According to the CMEV monitor, 
they had arrived in a green colour three-wheeler and had carried out the 
murder using a sharp object and also it was confirmed by one of police 
officials at Ragama hospital police division. CMEV can also verify that 
Mr Adhiyas was confirmed dead and the post mortem examinations are 
done by Colombo North Teaching Hospital in Ragama.

Mr. Abdul Nazaal, Son of the victim and Mr. Mohomad Abeyshan, 
Brother of the Victim stated to CMEV that they suspect Mr. Faiz Rizvaan, 
UNP former vice mayor of Wattala, Urban Council and also a supporter 
of UNF candidate Mr.John Amaratunga. Additionally Mr. Rizvaan was in 
custody due to a political dispute between the victim and him, still there 
is a pending case for Mr Rizvaan.  Mr Nazal said his father was an active 
supporter of UPFA. 
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01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 
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Mr. Nawzan, in a statement to CMEV, has stated that the victim was 
one of his closest supporters and he even affirmed that Mr. Rizvaan and 
the victim had frequent political disputes. Furthermore, he stated that the 
court is hearing the case and he speculates that Mr. Rizvaan had a fear of 
being the perpetrator of the case.  
 
When CMEV contacted Mr. Rizvaan, he refuted the charges against him 
and he said he was taken into custody due to a quarrel that happened be-
tween them two years ago that case is still pending in the court.

After contacting Mr. Lakmal, Ragama hospital police confirmed that the 
murder was conducted using a sharp object.
 
CMEV made an inquiry from Mr. Bandara (89107), a Police officer of 
Wattala Police station, who confirmed the incident and further stated that 
this had taken place due to a personal matter that erupted due to the trial.

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  
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01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 
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Media Communiqué 04

08th August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka

Below is a summary of the major cases of election related violence 
reported to CMEV from the 1st - 4th of August 2015. 

01st August, 2015- Threat and Intimidation, Matale

It was reported to CMEV that JVP candidate Mr. Gamagedara 
Diassanayake was threatened by supporters of the UPFA. The incident 
occurred at around 5.00 P.M when Mr. Chathura, Mr. Ishara and Mr. 
Kumara from the UPFA allegedly disconnected the electricity supply to a 
JVP meeting at Galewela, Makulugas Wewa. 

When CMEV contacted the Galewela Police station they confirmed that 
a complaint had been lodged under CIB/1/392/13 by station OIC Mr. 
K.A.G.L Dilruk. However, contrary to the report received, the officer 
stated that it was the Three-wheeler Association of the area, which 
maintained the shrine that had disconnected the supply, as electricity was 
taken without their permission.

In contacting Mr. Dissanayake, he asserted that he was assaulted by the 
UPFA supporters,  however these claims could not be confirmed.
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02nd August, 2015 - Damage to Property, Galle

It was reported to CMEV that a campaign office of UNP candidate Mr. 
Sunil Senanayake, in Hiniduma has been allegedly attacked by Mr. 
Supun, Mr. Priyantha and Mr. Daminda along with 2 other supporters 
of UPFA candidate Mr. Piyasena Gamage at around 2.00am According 
to reports the attack had occurred in the vicinity of the primary school in 
Habarakada, Ela Ihalagala. The losses resulting from the attack have been 
valued at between Rs.35, 000 - Rs.40,000. The complainant Mr. Thilak 
Senanayake stated that the police had failed to commence investigations 
even though the perpetrators had been identified by the police. 

In contacting Mr. Harsha Senanayake the son of Mr. Sunil Senanayake, 
he accused the police of not taking the complaint seriously. He stated 
that it had taken 1 hour to simply lodge the complaint. Elaborating on the 
incident Mr. Harsha Senanayake, said that police had even requested him 
to withdraw the complaint. 

When CMEV contacted Hiniduma Police station to clarify these 
accusations they confirmed that a complaint had been lodged under 
ECIB 4/2 and that no perpetrators have been arrested. However, when 
Mr. Harsha Senanayake’s accusations were conveyed to the police they 
dismissed the allegations. 

CMEV was able to conform the incident by contacting Mr Jayarathne 
P.C, of the Galle district elections operations unit. However, when 
CMEV contacted Mr. K.D Wickremesinghe, campaign coordinator of 
Mr. Piyasena Gamage, he said that he was not aware of the matter. 

03rd August 2015 - Misuse of State Resources, Kalutara

It was reported to CMEV by Mr. Nimal Devapriya of the UPFA, that 
UNF Kalutara district candidate Mr. Rajitha Senaratne had conducted 
a  campaign meeting for health staff at Kalutara Base Hospital and that 
government vehicles, cab (PD-4435) owned by the Ministry of Health and 
an ambulance (LW-0741)  owned by Sirimavo Bandaranaike Children’s 
Hospital, Peradeniya were used in the event. The meeting was conducted 
at Garden Beach Hotel, Kalutara from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm.  

When CMEV contacted Dr. Nihal Weerasinghe, Deputy Director of 
Peradeniya Sirimavo Bandaranaike Children’s Hospital, he said that the 
ambulance was sent to the Kalutara Base Hospital with drugs for patients 
in critical condition. He said that as he had no further details and he would 
follow up on the matter. 

CMEV was unable to contact Dr. Rajitha Senaratne for remarks. 

03rd August, 2015 Threat and Intimidation, Vanni

It has been reported to CMEV that development officer Mr. Sendil 
Kumaran was threatened by a supporter of Mr. Rishad Bathiudeen 
in Nedankery, Chenaipilavu, Vavuniya. The incident occurred when 
the supporter attempted to paste a poster on the parapet wall of Mr. 
Kumaran’s residence against his wishes. However, the supporter of Mr. 
Rishad Bathiudeen had gone ahead in defiance of the objections.

When CMEV contacted Mr. Sendil Kumaran, he confirmed the incident 
and said that he did not lodge a complaint with the Police, as he is a 
government officer and was afraid of losing his job should Mr. Rishad 
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Bathiudeen be re-elected and become a member of the government.
CMEV’s was unable to contact Mr. Bathiudeen for remarks. 

04th August, 2015- Misuse of State Resources, Kekirawa 

It was reported to CMEV that employees of Kekirawa Pradeshiya Sabha 
have been used to set up a stage and decorate the location for a meeting 
which was to be used by UPFA candidate Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa. 

When CMEV contacted Kekirawa Pradeshiya Sabha, an individual who 
was reluctant to identify themselves said that employees of the Kekirawa 
Pradeshiya Sabha were on leave on 4th of August.

04th August 2015- Assault, Kegalle

It has been reported to CMEV that two supporters of UNP candidate Mr. 
Lilan Amarakoon of the Kegalle district were assaulted by supporters 
of UPFA candidate Mr. Lalith Dissanayake at around 8.30pm. The 
incident occurred during a meeting organized by supporters of Mr. Lilan 
Amarakoon in Parapitiya, Aranayaka.  Those assaulted were admitted to 
Aranayaka district hospital with minor injuries. 

A complaint has been lodged with the Aranayaka Police station under 
EIB- Aranayaka electorate 1/2015. CMEV was able to confirm this entry 
when speaking to OIC of the Aranayaka Police station Mr. P.R.S.K 
Gunathilleke, who said that the alleged perpetrators Mr. P.D, Asoka and 
Mr. Charles have not been arrested as they had fled Aranayaka. 

Meanwhile, the nurse in charge of Ward No: 1 of the Aranayaka Hospital 
reported that the two victims were being provided treatment. When 

CMEV spoke to the victims they said they were assaulted with poles.  
These claims were supported by Mr. Amarakoon.

04th August, 2015- Assault, Jaffna

It was reported to CMEV that Chairman of the Union of the Disappeared, 
Mr. Sahadevan, was assaulted by a supporter of UPFA candidate Mr. An-
gajan. The perpetrator Ms. P. Kaushi had assaulted Mr. Sahadevan during 
a campaign meeting organized by the supporters of Mr. Angajan for the 
relatives of those who had disappeared at the Green Grass Hotel, Jaffna. 
The incident had occurred when Mr. Sahadevan accused Mr. Angajan of 
exploiting the grieving victims to fulfill his election agenda. 

When CMEV contacted Jaffna Police station, they confirmed that a com-
plaint had been lodged under CIB-111353/35 and that investigation was 
underway. CMEV was unable to contact Ms. P. Kaushi for remarks.

04th August 2015-Arson Attack, Kandy

It has been reported to CMEV that a campaign office of UNP candidate 
Mr. Samantha Arunakumara has been attacked by an unidentified group 
on the night of the 4th of August. The group had set fire to the campaign 
office in addition to setting fire to a cut out of Mr. Samantha Arunakumara.

CMEV can confirm that a complaint has been lodged at the Gampola 
Police station under EIB 2/2015 and its officer in charge, said that 
investigations have been commenced.

When CMEV contacted Mr. Samantha Arunakumara, he confirmed that 
a complaint had been lodged. However, he stated that in the first instance, 
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the police were reluctant to log the incident.

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
Co – Convener
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  

 

 

 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu 
Co – Convener 
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8th August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka

05th August, 2015 Assault by UPFA in Ratnapura

Supporters of candidate Ms. Thalatha Athukorala of UNF were alleg-
edly assaulted by supporters of the UPFA in Nivithigala. The incident 
occurred at around 11.30 P.M, at a brief meeting held with the participa-
tion of Ms. Athukorala. It is alleged that the perpetrators, Kumarage Don 
Monti Hassan, Ranasinghelage Wasantha Kumara and Kamakanange 
Vajira Maduranga assaulted the UNF supporters for participating in the 
event. The victims have been admitted to the Wathupitiya hospital with 
minor injuries

A complaint has been lodged at the Nivithigala police station under 
CIB03 23/45. Police Officer Herath said that the accused were arrested 
on the night of the incident.

19 | P a g e  
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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 
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05th August 2015 - Hurt by SLMC in Batticaloa

A campaign meeting held at Kolikadai Road, Valaichenai led by UNF 
candidate Mr. Ameer Ali was stoned allegedly by supporters of the 
SLMC. The incident occurred at around 9.40am and SLMC supporter 
Mr. Abdul Fareed has been admitted to Valaichenai Base Hospital where 
he received 5 stitches on his face. Mr. Fareed said that he suspects Mr. 
Riyasdee Khan involved in this incident.

A complaint has been lodged with the Valaichenai Police station under 
entry No: 89/44. I.P K.A.D.D Kamarapillai said that nobody has been ar-
rested so far.

05th August, 2015 Misuse of State resources by UNF in Mannar

It was reported to CMEV that the Export Development Board office in 
the Northern province located in Uppukulam, Mannar is being used by 
Minister Rishad Bathiudeen for election purposes. 

Although the Mannar Police have been informed, no action has been  
taken.

CMEV tried unsuccessfully to contact Mr. Rishad Badiudeen. CMEV 
field monitor, E. Romildon confirmed the incident.

05th August 2015- Election Offence in Ratnapura

It was reported to CMEV that 3 people have been taken to custody by 
Embilipitiya Police station for election offences. The accused, W.A.C 
Athula Kumara, Sachintha Heshan and Weerakkuttige Sarath have been 

remanded for displaying UNP posters. The Embilipitiya police station 
officers Jayantha and Asantha informed CMEV that the entry has been 
lodged under 23-24-25.

06th August, 2015-Attack on UNF party office in Kegalle

CMEV received a report that a campaign office of UNF candidate 
Mr. Sandith Samarasinghe (No: 12) has been attacked and vandalized  
between 12am and 1.00am. Police were contacted immediately through 
the 119 phone number UNP Pradeshiya Sabha member, Mr. Nuwan.  
(Kegalle Police) arrived at the incident around 4.00am.

CMEV was unable to contact Kegalle Police station to inquire as to 
whether a complaint had been lodged.

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
Co – Convener
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  
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9th August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka

Mentioned below are instances of the major cases of election related vio-
lence that were reported late to CMEV, which had occurred on the 5th and 
6th of August. Additionally one major case which was reported on the 7th 
of August has also been included in this release. 

05th August 2015- Threat, Intimidation and Assault, Kegalle

It was reported to CMEV that 2 unidentified individuals have forcefully 
entered a campaign office of JVP candidate Mr. Mohammed Hilmi in  
Beliganwana, Mawanella at around 7.15pm. The perpetrators had worn 
full-face helmets and had damaged cutout that were in the office and  
order Mr. Hilmi to remove his remaining campaign material. The two 
individuals had also pushed Mr. Hilmi who had fallen and hit his head; he 
was admitted to Mawanella hospital with minor injuries. 

A complaint has been lodged at the Mawanella Police station under EIB- 
28/23 and according to Mr. Kodithuwakku IP, investigations had been 
commenced.19 | P a g e  
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Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

When CMEV contacted Mr. Hilmi, he said that he suspects both UNP and 
UPFA supporters of the area were linked to the attack. 

05th August 2015- Arson Attack, Kegalle

It was reported to CMEV that a party office of candidate Mr. Kanaka 
Herath has been destroyed by a group of unknown individuals at around 
6.30am. The office was located near Hiriwadduna Bridge in Rambukkana 
had been burnt down and a can of petrol has been found at the location. 
According to SI Mr. L. Gunaratne, a complaint has been received by the 
Rambukkana Police station under EIB 6/2015.

06th August 2015- Threat and Intimidation, Ratnapura

It has been reported to CMEV that a supporter of the UNP has  
threatened Mr. W.D. Sirisena and his family. The perpetrator  
Mr. Jagath Jayashantha had arrived at Mr. Sirisena’s residence 
and said that he would burn the house should Mr. Sirisena vote for                                                                                                                               
the UPFA.

CMEV found out that this type of incident had occurred before, however 
unlike in previous instances a complaint had been lodged at Kiriella Police 
station under CIB/01/193/46.  When CMEV contacted SI Mr. Gunasena 
SI, he confirmed the incident and the commencement of   investigations. 
                                                                                              
06th August, 2015- Election Offence, Trincomalee 

It has been reported to CMEV that a group of independent candidates 
have been arrested by the Kantalai Police station while forging ballet  
papers. The accused Mr. Wickramaarachchi Nishantha Wickramaarach-
chi will be produced to Kantale magistrate courts under B-308-2015.
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06th August 2015- Election Offence, Kandy

It was reported to CMEV that 2 supporters of UPFA candidate Mr.  
Anuradha Jayaratne have been arrested while pasting posters by the  
Ankumbura Police at around 4.00am. They have had 3813 posters with 
them and are to be produced to Kandy Magistrate court, under B-35267/15. 
Following the hearing, the courts had assigned a personal bail or Rs. 
100,000 to each of the perpetrators.

When CMEV contacted the Kandy election operational unit they  
confirmed that the 2 supporters Mr. Jayaratne has been arrested along 
with 3813 posters, 12 t-shirts, 08 caps and 36 boxes of matches which 
displayed the candidates image and the candidate number. 

07th August 2015 Election Offence, Puttalam

It has been reported to CMEV that Mr. Thangarajah Thusitha Kumara 
supporter of UPFA candidate Mr. Chinthaka Amal Mayadunne has been 
arrested by a the Police Special Task Force while transporting campaign 
material in  a Lite Ace Van (52-2154) at around 1.00am. The accused was 
produced beforeef  Puttalam Magistrate courts under B/16202 and has 
been released. 

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
Co – Convener 
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  

 

 

 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu 
Co – Convener 
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10th August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka

Below is a summary of the major cases of election related violence  
reported to CMEV from the 6th - 8th of August 2015. 

06th August 2015- Preventing Election Monitoring, 
Trincomalee.

CMEV field monitor in the Trincomalee district was prevented from car-
rying out election monitoring activities by the Assistant Returning Officer 
and another elections officer when attempting to monitor the postal vot-
ing at the 6th Wijayaba Army Camp in Trincomalee. 

This incident took place at about 1.45 am after the monitor presented cre-
dentials and received permission from the officer in charge of the polling 
station Mr. A.M.P.A Chandrasekara (Major). However, when attempt-
ing to commence monitoring, the monitor was prevented by the Election 
Department officers who demanded that he present his credentials again. 
Thereafter, the monitor was questioned as to what CMEV was and as to 
what right Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu, Co-Convener of CMEV, had 
to authorize the monitoring activity, was demanded of him.19 | P a g e  
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Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

As the monitor was under duress at the station, he had chosen to leave the 
station and report to another polling station to monitor the postal voting. 

06th August 2015-Use of Fire Arms, Ratnapura 

It was reported to CMEV that an unidentified group has shot at the  
residence of UNP supporter Mr. Janaka Pushpakumara at around 12.00 
am Mr. Pushpakumara had immediately called the police emergency  
services who had responded to the location in Dammusawana in  
Ratnapura.

CMEV can confirm that a complaint has been lodged at the Ratnapura 
Police station under EIB 319/48 and that investigations have commenced.

07th August 2015- Election Offence, Trincomalee

It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of the TNA has been arrested 
while in possession of forged ballot papers at around 11.30 A.M. Mr. Yo-
gaiah Prabhakaran, the accused was arrested by the Sampur Police station 
after a tip off was received by police intelligence services  

Mr. Prabhakaran, was produced before the Muttur Magistrate courts 
under M.C 31721/15 and was released after paying a personal bail of 
Rs.100, 000.

07th August 2015- Assault in Colombo

Colombo district candidate Ven. Wataraka Vijitha Thero, of Nava Sama 
Samaja Party (NSSP) was assaulted by an unidentified group near Kesel-
watte, Panadura Police station.  The Thero was admitted to ward No: 72 
in the Colombo National Hospital.
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When CMEV contacted Vijitha Thero, he said that the incident happened 
while he was engaging in propaganda activities in the Keselwatte area 
when he was attacked by 4 unidentified individuals who were clad in 
robes. Elaborating on what had since transpired the Thero said that he had 
discharged himself from the National Hospital as more individuals clad in 
robes had come to threaten him.

Upon contacting the Keselwatte Police station, The OIC Mr. J.K.S Jaya-
netti, said that there were inconsistencies in the statements made by Ven. 
Vijitha Thero. He said the Thero has engaged in a canvassing with a 
group of Muslims near the Keselwatte temple and had acted in manner 
that incited racism. Mr. J.K.S Jayanetti said that it was at this point the 
villagers had tried to assault the Thero. Responding to the situation, the 
police officers had rescued the Thero and dropped him near Peliyagoda 
Bridge. After this the Thero had gone to a police patrol near the Victoria 
Bridge and claimed that an unidentified group was following him and re-
quested protection. Subsequently, the police patrol had handed him over 
to Grandpass Police station.  

When CMEV contacted Grandpass Police station, The OIC Mr. Vimal 
Shantha said that when they attempted to question Ven. Vijitha Thero, he 
has refused to answer claiming that he was feeling hungry and trauma-
tized. Subsequently, the police has offered him food and admitted him to 
Colombo National Hospital.

When CMEV contacted NSSP leader, Dr. Wickramabahu Karunaratne, 
he confirmed the claims made by the Ven. Thero.

08th August 2015- Attack on party office, Colombo 

A UNP campaign office of Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe, at Abdul Hameed 
Mawatha, Colombo 12, was attacked by supporters of UNP candidate 
Mr. Mohommed Mujibur Rahuman. The incident occurred at around 3.30 
am when about 150 individuals gathered in support of UNP candidate 
Mr. Rahuman whose campaign office is a short distance from Mr. 
Wickremesinghe’s office. The group was reported to have been drunk 
and to have lit fire crackers and yelled in front of the campaign office of 
Mr. Wickremesinghe.

Subsequently, the group has broken into Mr. Wickremesinghe’s office 
and damaged cut-outs, after which the two groups had confronted each 
other. Responding to the situation the Keselwatte Police had arrived at the 
location and fired into the air to dispel the crowd.

08th August 2015- Attack on party office, Hambanthota

A JVP campaign office at Thalagahahandiya, Hambanthota was attacked 
and additionally, the cut-out set ablaze by a group of 4 unidentified 
individuals and at around 1.30 am.  

An entry has been lodged with the Tangalle police station under EIB 
127/33. A Police sergeant confirmed the incident and said that they have 
commenced investigations.

Complainant Mr. H.K Thilekeratne, said that he was unable to identify 
those involved in the attack but suspected the participation of villagers.
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08th August 2015- Assault, Nuwareliya

An unidentified mob attacked Mr. Sellaiyah Vigneshwaran a supporter of 
the Citizen’s Front while canvassing in Pundalu Oya Watta. 

Mr. N.P.M Suraweera OIC, of the Pundalu Oya Police station confirmed 
that a complaint had been lodged in under EIB 2/15. Elaborating on the 
incident he said that five perpetrators had arrived at the location in a van 
and assaulted the supporters. However, he confirmed that none of the 
victims had been hospitalized. He also said that investigation had com-
menced to locate the owner of the van and press charges.

When CMEV inquired with the Nuwaraeliya divisional election opera-
tional unit, they confirmed the claims made by Mr. N.P.M Suraweera. 
The complainant Mr. Vigneshwaran suspects that the perpetrators were 
supporters of UNF candidate Mr. Palani Digambaram. He also identified 
the driver of the van as Mr. Mylvaanagam Raja, and claimed the van was 
owned by Mr. Palaniwenna Vijitha. 

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
Co – Convener
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  

 

 

 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu 
Co – Convener 
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16th August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka

16th August 2015 – Murder, Hiniduma Electorate, 
Neluwa, Galle District

It was reported to CMEV that a dead body was found at Lellwala, Neluwa 
area, Hiniduma electorate in the Galle District at around 7.00 am on the 
16th of August 2015. According to the report, the victim has been identi-
fied as Mr. Chandradasa Wickramasinghe, 63 years old, a UPFA sup-
porter who maintained a party office in support of UPFA Galle District 
candidate Mr. Piyasena Gamage. 

When contacted, Mr. Chandradasa’s brother Mr. Gunapala Wickramas-
inghe, informed CMEV that he cannot suspect anyone in this regard and 
further noted that the victim, a father of two did not have any enemies in 
his private life too. 

CMEV contacted UPFA Galle District Candidate Mr. Piyasena Gamage 
who said that the victim was a key supporter and that he did not have any 
suspects at this point.

19 | P a g e  
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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

When contacted the Vice Chairman of Neluwa Pradeshiya Sabha, Mr. 
Piyarathna Gamage, he stated that it was difficult to comment on this 
incident and as to whether it is linked to the election.

However, the report further stated that a UNP party office is also located 
around 75 meters away from the place of the incident and it was revealed 
that the victim used to visit the said UNP party office regularly to play 
cards. When CMEV contacted Mr. Venura Gunawardane, a person at the 
said UNP party office, he informed CMEV that the victim Mr. Chandra-
dasa has left around 9.30 pm on 15th August (yesterday). 

A complaint has been lodged with the Neluwa Police Station, under CIB 
352/13.When contacted the Neluwa Police Station, OIC Mr. Panawela 
(IP) informed that this incident is suspected to be the result of a personal 
conflict and not related to the election. However, he further stated that the 
magisterial investigation is underway and that a sharp tool used in this 
murder has been taken for further investigation to identify perpetrators.

15th August 2015 – Murder, Oddamavadi, Valachennai,
Batticaloa District

An incident where Mr. Ameen, a UNP supporter has been shot dead by 
two unidentified persons on a motor bike at around 12.00 noon on 15th 
August 2015 at Savana Hajjiar Junction in Oddamavadi, Batticaloa was 
reported to CMEV. According to the report, the victim, Mr. Ameen, is 
said to be one of the main supporters of Batticaloa District UNP candidate 
Mr. Amir Ali. 

Mr. Amir Ali, speaking to CMEV stated that this shooting can be con-
sidered as a continuation of the assault of the previous day (14th August 
2015), in which UNP supporters were allegedly assaulted by SLMC sup-
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porters. Mr. Amir Ali further stated that he suspects the SLMC as the 
perpetrators of this murder and SLMC Batticaloa District Candidate Mr. 
Rialdeen in particular. CMEV has a video record of Mr. Amir Ali in rela-
tion to this allegation. 
    
In the absence of the OIC, an officer of the Valachennai Police Station 
confirmed this incident. The Police further stated that no suspect has so 
far been taken in to custody in this regard and that investigations are un-
derway. 

CMEV contacted Mr. Rialdeen, SLMC Candidate who categorically re-
jected these allegations against him and his party supporters.  

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
Co – Convener
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  
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Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 
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Parliamentary General Election 2015

Interim Report

Profile of Major Incidents 

At the end of the campaign on August 14th, 2015, CMEV received 810 
complaints of which 143 were classified as Major.  Among this murders 
04, Hurt at 05, Grievous Hurt 03, Assaults 46, Threat and Intimidation 08, 
Misuse of State Resources 47, Robbery 01, Arson at 16, Abduction 02, 
Damage to Property 10 and an incident of Bribery. The use of firearms 
was recorded in 12 incidents. Among these the UNP was identified as 
the alleged perpetrator in 03 incidents, the SLMC of 01 and the alleged 
perpetrator of the rest has not been identified.

Of the Major Incidents, 07 occurred in the Batticaloa Polling Division, 
05 in Mannar, 05 in Jaffna and 05 in Minuwangoda.  In the incidents 
where the perpetrator has been identified, the UPFA has been named in 
49 incidents, the UNP in 38, ITAK in 08, EPDP in 06, the SLMC in 08 
and the AITC in 01.

Trends

Four (04) Murders have marred the election campaign, which has 
otherwise recorded incidents of violence of a relatively low scale and 
intensity in comparison to the past.  As shown in the graph below the 
percentage proportion of Major Incidents of the total of those reported 
throughout the campaign is 17% as opposed to 45%, 56% and 54% in 
the 2010 Presidential and General Election campaigns and the 2015 
Presidential Election campaign, respectively.

CMEV monitors have reported on the enabling political environment for 
campaigning and political discussion and about the space and freedom 
for action without interference on the part of the Election Commissioner 
and the Police. Both have acted to ensure adherence to the election laws, 
though there have been complaints about the lack of clarity and consistency 
with regard to implementation and in some cases the ad hoc nature of 
such.  CMEV notes too that the strict adherence to existing election laws 
in respect of posters, could in practice work to the disadvantage of first 
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time candidates and those with less resources to resort to advertisements 
on the electronic media.  According to the Police, 790 suspects have been 
arrested with regard to election violence and violations of election laws. 
CMEV has details of 382 arrests as follows: 

District No. of Arrested 
Persons

Police Division No. of Arrested 
Persons

Colombo 40 Galle 33
Kaluthara 32 Matara 20
Gampaha 26 Hambantota 10
Mahanuwara 05 Monaragala 01
Matale 05 Badulla 31
Nuwaraeliya 08 Digamadulla 30
Ratnapura 18 Batticaloa 03
Kegalle 19 Trincomalee 08
Anuradapura 11 Jaffna 05
Polonnaruwa 20 Vanni 02
Kurunegala 21 Puttalam 34

*Kurunegala Police Division did not reveal information related to arrests

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu
Co – Convener
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forcibly released Mr. Pathirana from custody. When CMEV contacted the 
Kalawana police to clarify the allegation they stated that this situation 
had arisen due to a private dispute and no individual had been arrested. 

On being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Rohan Dias DIG, Sabaragmuwa 
Province he stated that three police officers including Mr. Gayan 
Buddhika OIC, were suspended as a result of this incident. CMEV was 
unable to contact Mr. Molligoda .  

 
 
13th July, 2015- Threat at District Secretary Office, Matara Electorate, 
Matara  
 

CMEV has received reported of an incident where Mr. Mahinda 
Yapa Abeywardena, Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma and Mr. Chandrasiri 
Gajadeera have been allegedly threatened by Mr. Dikkuburage Suraweera 
a supporter of Minister Managala Samaraweera while they were leaving 
the Matara District Secretariat after handing over their nominations. The 
incident occurred around 10.30 am in front of Districts Secretaries Office. 
The incident was confirmed by the CMEV monitor who was at the scene. 
Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma has lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Dikkuburage Suraweera at the Matara police station (EIB 01) 
 
11th July, 2015, Assault of UNP supporters, Galigamuwa Electorate, 
Kegalle 
 

It was reported to CMEV that Rambukkana UPFA provincial 
council member Mr. Kanaka Herath and his supporters allegedly 
assaulted Mr. Janaka Bandara, a UNP supporter. The incident happened 

at around 7.00 p.m. on 11th July, 2015 at “NASEVANA” restaurant, 
Pindeniya in the Galigamuwa Electorate.  
 According to Mr. Bandara, the assault occurred after he was 
accused of covering all of Mr. Kanak Herath’s posters with the posters of 
Mr. Kabir Hashim. Mr. Bandara said that Herath supporter Kosala had 
attacked him and when he attempted to flee another supporter by the 
name of Kumara, had hit him with a pole across his left shoulder. He said 
after the incident he had lodged a complaint at the Pindeniya police 
station. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against 
Political Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation 
to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, 
CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre.  

  

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  

 

 

 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu 
Co – Convener 
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Table II

Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence

Pre Election Violations Table I
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Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence

Pre Election ViolationsTable II Offence
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Pre Election Violations Table III

Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
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Pre Election Violations Table IV

Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
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Election Day Monitoring

Parliamentary General Election - 2015
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Parliamentary General Election 2015

Election Day Communiqué 01 

Polling in the Parliamentary Election 2015 commenced at 7.00 am. 
According to the reports received by CMEV, as at 11.00 a.m. on 17th 
August 2015, polling has been steady and without hindrance in most areas 
of the country. CMEV, however, received some reports of incidents of 
violations of election laws, details of which are given below. 

As at 11.00 a.m., CMEV recorded a total of 126 incidents. Of these, 30 
incidents have been categorized as Major Incidents while 96 have been 
categorized as Minor Incidents. Nine (9) incidents relate to the presence 
of party supporters in the vicinity of polling stations. 

One such report is of UNP supporters at Thambuttegama Thammenagama 
Community Centre polling station 62 at around 8.00 a.m. at Rajina 
Junction, Thambuthegama, Anuradhapura District influencing voters in 
favor of UNP candidates Mr. P. Harison and Mrs. Chadrani Bandara. 

CMEV received a number of reports related to the ink used to mark fingers 
of voters.  There were complaints of the ink fading even before voters 
could cast their votes. A total seven such incidents have been recorded by 
CMEV from Kurunegala (Polling Stations 25, 26, 27 and 28), Mullathivu 19 | P a g e  
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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

(Polling Station 13), Vavuniya (Polling Station 36) and Vanni (Polling 
Station 85). CMEV has informed the Election Commissioner about these 
complaints. 

It was reported to CMEV that UPFA Vanni district candidate Mr. 
Udayarasa has pressured voters to vote for him. This incident occurred at 
the Sidambarapura Nagarosa Vidyalayam polling station 73 in Vavuniya 
electorate, Vanni District. 

A CMEV field monitor has been threatened by JVP candidate Mr. 
Dunuwilage Bandulasena traveling in a vehicle with the JVP symbol, 
in front of the Pathberiya Narada Maha Vidyalaya polling station 67, 
Ehaliyagoda, Rathnapura at around 7.30 am.  

CMEV received a complaint about the lack of privacy in the polling booth 
– one such complaint was received about the Community Development 
Centre Hall polling station 31, Badulla Electorate.  

CMEV also received a complaint that there was no privacy to cast votes 
due to the presence of SPO, K.M.G. Samaranayake at the Wattaram 
Thenna Urban Community Hall Polling Station 16. This incident occurred 
at around 8.40 a.m., Kandy.

It was reported to CMEV that the CMEV Day Observer has been asked 
by the SPO to refrain from his monitoring duty at the Galpottawala 
Thilakashrama Temple Preaching Hall polling centre 32, Ambalangoga. 
This has occurred at around 8.00 a.m. and the observer has happened to 
stay away around 25 minutes.

Additionally, there have been reports about unsolicited text messages 
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and the distribution of campaign material in and around polling stations 
including: 

Near the M/Prithukudiyiruppu Government Tamil mixed school polling 
centre 09, UNP candidate Rishad Badiurdeen’s supporters have scattered 
campaign material in the area from Konarpanni to Puthukudiyirrupu. 

A bulk of calendars and stickers of ITAK Jaffna District candidate Mr. 
Sritharan have been dumped in the Holy Tamil Convent 10 polling station, 
Jaffna Town.

Leaflets and other election material of United National Front for Good 
Governance (UNFGG) Candidate Mr. R.G. Samaranayake were scattered 
around the Teldeniya National School polling station 35.

Campaign material (leaflets) depicting UNP candidate Mr. Ashoka 
Priyantha (No: 4) and UPFA candidate Mr. Dayashritha Thisera (No: 
03) are scattered in the vicinity of the Thalvillagala primary school, 
Thalvillagala polling station – 55, Nattandiya, Puttalam.

Leaflets of UPFA candidate Mr. Chandima Weerakkodi of Akmeemana 
electorate are scattered about 50m away from Meegoda Sarvamithra 
Primary school polling station 66, Akmeemana, Galle.

Leaflets with the beetle leaf symbol and marked for UPFA candidates 
numbers 8 and number 9, Mr. Dumindu Dayasen Ratiyala and Mr. 
Duminda Dissanayake respectively at St. Joseph’es College Hall Number 
1 (49) and Hall number 2 (47). 

CMEV Monitoring

CMEV deployed a total of approximately 4,000 monitors in the field and 
in polling stations for the purpose of monitoring incidents of violence and 
malpractice on Election Day. Further, CMEV has deployed 75 mobile 
teams in selected areas across the country. Additionally, 90 observers 
have been placed in 18 Electoral Districts to conduct monitoring inside 
counting centres, while a team of 21 foreign observers has also been 
deployed as part of CMEV’s monitoring effort on Election Day.  

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.org 

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu             Udaya Kalupathirana                   Ms. Seetha Ranjani

     Co – Convener              Co – Convener                      Co – Convener
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Parliamentary General Election 2015

Election Day Communiqué 02 

Whilst there have been reports of violence and malpractice, polling in 
this General Election has been largely peaceful and without hindrance.  
The Police in particular have been vigilant in protecting the integrity of 
the electoral process and have arrested 50 individuals for violations of 
election law.

The graphic below illustrates the comparison of incidents of violence and 
malpractice on election day in this election with that of the last three 
national elections.

19 | P a g e  
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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

At the end of polling, CMEV has recorded a total of 316 incidents. Of 
these, while 109 have been categorized as Major Incidents, 196 Minor 
Incidents have also been reported. The highest number of Major Incidents 
relate to the intimidatory presence of party supporters in the vicinity of 
polling centres. Four (4) incidents of Threat and Intimidation in the polling 
divisions of Pathadumbara in Kandy, Medawachchiya in Anuradhapura, 
Kopay in Jaffna and Eheliyagoda in Ratnapura respectively were also 
reported along with 01 incident of Assault from Nawalapitiya in the 
Kandy district.  Below is a summary of incidents.
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Intimidatory Presence

CMEV has recorded 43 incidents with regard to the presence of party 
supporters in the vicinity of polling centres in the Northern (10), Eastern 
(5), North Western (5), Uva (5), Central (3) and Western (10) Provinces. 

CMEV received reports of 06 incidents related to threat and intimidation. 

Assault in Nawalapitiya

Mr. Anurudda Amarasena, the former Member of Pasbage Korale 
Pradeshiya Sabha was allegedly assaulted by UNP Candidate Mr. Ananda 
Aluthgamage at around 2.45 p.m. at the Nawalapitiya Central College 
polling centres 45 and 46 in the Nawalapitiya electorate, Kandy. The 
victim was admitted to Nawalapitya hospital for treatment. He has filed a 
complaint with the Nawalapitiya Police Station. No arrest has been made 
so far. 

Person arrested violating election law - Colombo 

The CMEV monitor present at the Sarana Muslim Sangam Building 
polling station 100, Colombo Central, Colombo complained to the SPO 
that Jathika Sama Peramuna candidate Mr. Suhairur Ameed Mohomad 
Sajid took a photograph of his marked ballot paper. Maligawatta Police 
has arrested the Mr Sajid. 

UPFA candidate Mr. Danasiri Amarathunga and supporters seen around 
a voting centre, Dehiwala, Colombo 

At around 3.40 p.m., UPFA candidate Danasiri Amarathunga and 

approximately 50 of his supporters were seen around the Pamankada 
Sangamiththa College voting centre, near the Dehiwala-Pamankada 
junction.  

Voter transportation in Katana, Gampaha

Voters were transported allegedly by UPFA Gampaha District Candidate 
Mr. Indika Anurudda’s supporters in a vehicle bearing his candidate 
number 21 at around 11.45 a.m. to the Vidyaloka Primary School 3 
polling station. 

Threat and intimidation in Katana, Gampha

 Former UPFA Katana Urban Council Member, Mr. Attachchi alias 
Baiya and Weli Thusitha, alias Weli Suji have allegedly threatened and 
intimidated voters to vote in favor of the UPFA at the Bambuwala Jhon 
Bastian Vidyalaya polling station 4 from 10.55 am onwards. 

Distributers of campaign material arrested in Kalutara 

Police officers including S.I Mr. Wickramarachchi of the Kalutara East 
Police arrested two individuals, namely Rajantha Silva and Roshan De 
Silva who were distributing election material at the Nagaratnarama 
junction in Kalutara. The alleged perpetrators were distributing material 
of candidates Mr. Rajitha Senaratne and Mr. Ajith P. Perera. At the time 
of the arrest -approximately 9.05 a.m.- the perpetrators had been travelling 
in a three wheeler number plated WP/HJ 9312. A complaint was filed 
with the Kalutara East Police (MOIB 76/102) 
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Person arrested with ballot papers in possession, Mannar 
electorate, Vanni

It was reported to CMEV that a UNP supporter had 7 ballot papers in his 
possession. The police  arrested him at about 2. 30 p.m. This occurred at the 
Mau/Kokupridaiyan RCTM school polling station 50, Puthukudiyirrupu. 

Providing transportation to voters by a candidate in Passara, 
Badulla 

It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate no 6 Chamara Sampath  
provided transportation facilities to voters in a vehicle plated G5 7519 to 
the polling stations in the Passara, Medawalagama area at around 8 30 
am. 

Use of invalid NIC cards in Trincomalee electorate, 
Trincomalee 

CMEV received a complaint about the use of invalid National Identity 
Cards at Kandiya Arasinal Tamil mixed school (polling station 52)

Use of model ballot paper to influence voters in Muttur, 
Trincomalee 

CMEV received a complaint about the use of a model ballot paper by 
supporters of UNP candidate Mr. M.S. Thoufik to instruct people to vote 
for him, near the Muttur Sirajnagar Muslim Vidyalaya polling stations 48 
and 49. 

Voter using driver’s license was not allowed to vote in 
Aranayaka, Kegalle

A voter by the name of Mr. D.V. Ranasinghe was not allowed to vote at 
the Ussapitiya Bodhiraja Vidyalaya polling station 2 using his driver’s 
license, as the license was declared to be cancelled. However, no such 
cancellation date was stated on the license. 

Person pasting Bills Arrested in Kolonna Electorate, 
Ratnapura 

It was reported to CMEV that an individual named Hewaguluwaduge 
Chamil Janka was arrested today at 11.00 a.m. by the Embilipitiya 
Police while the accused was pasting campaign bills pertaining to UPFA 
Candidate Mrs. Pavithra Wanniarachchi on walls in the vicinity of the 
Embilipitiya President’s College polling stations (Polling Station Nos. 
09, 10, 11).

Distribution of Alcohol for voters at Grenvil Gardens at 
Maskeliya in Nuwara Eliya District by CWC supporters

It was reported to CMEV that Ceylon Worker’s Congress (CWC) 
supporters have distributed alcohol to voters before they voted at the 
Joseph Maha Vidhalaya polling station 182 and 184. The perpetrators 
have allegedly encouraged the villagers to vote for the CWC party and 
mark their preferences for CWC Candidates bearing candidate numbers 
2 (Mr. Arumugam Thondaman), 9 (Mr. Siwaraj Anusha) and 10 (Mr. 
Siwalingam Muttu).
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Disruption to election monitoring in Madawachchiya, 
Anuradhapura 

A group disturbed CMEV polling centre day observer at the Anuradhapura 
Kunchuttuwa Vidyalaya polling station 30 saying ‘who are you and who 
gave you permission to monitor outside the polling center? You can only 
monitor inside the center’. The group arrived in vehicle number LA-9820 
with stickers of UPFA candidate Mr. Thissa Karaliyadda pasted on it.
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 

All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at 
www.cmev.org

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu             Udaya Kalupathirana                   Ms. Seetha Ranjani

     Co – Convener              Co – Convener                      Co – Convener
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Final Communiqué Election Day

17 August 2015

CMEV deployed a total of approximately 4000 monitors in the field, in 
polling stations and in mobile teams in the 2015 General Election. In ad-
dition, CMEV deployed 75 mobile teams, 21 international observers and 
90 observers in counting centers. 
On the day of polling, 316 incidents with 109 Major Incidents and 207 
Minor Incidents were recorded. Of the 109 Major Incidents CMEV docu-
mented 37 incidents against the UNP & 28 against the UPFA. One inci-
dent related to the assault of a former Provincial Council Minister by a 
UNP candidate in Nawalapitiya. Six incidents of threat and intimidation 
were also reported during polls. CMEV notes that on the day of elections, 
several other incidents were reported including electioneering and viola-
tions of election laws. Despite this, CMEV notes the General Election to 
be relatively free and fair. 

CMEV estimates voter turnout to be between 70-75%, a decrease from 
the high turnout of 81.52% in the Presidential Elections. Particular areas 
which witnessed a lower voter turnout at the General Election as opposed 
to the Presidential Election in January 2015 include Batticaloa, Digama-
dulla, Kandy, Kalutara, Gampaha, Galle, Monaragala and Kurunagala.19 | P a g e  
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Parliamentary General Election 2015 
 

Media Communiqué 01 
 

01st August 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) officially 
commenced monitoring of the incidence of election violence and 
malpractice in the 2015 General Election. Since the start of the 
nominations period on the 6th of July, CMEV has deployed around 200 
field monitors including 22 district coordinators. Furthermore, CMEV has 
established 9 provincial desks operated from the CMEV head office in 
Colombo to collect and analyse the information that is in turn 
corroborated and made available to the public. Additionally, a group of 
around 30 foreign observers will be deployed a week prior to Election Day 
to work in partnership with local CMEV monitors.  

A number of incidents have been reported to CMEV, in spite of 
the efforts by the Election Commissioner who has repeatedly informed 
candidates of the penalties to be faced if election laws are breached.  
 

As of 31st July 2015, CMEV has recorded a total of 322 incidents 
of election related violence and malpractices.  Of these, 61 have been 
classified as major including 5 incidents involving the use of fire -arms. 
Minor incidents have been recorded at 261. The highest numbers of 
major incidents have been reported from the Jaffna (10), Gampaha (4) 
and Digamadulla (3) Districts respectively. 
 
Details of some of major incidents reported to CMEV since end of 
nominations period are mentioned below.  
 
27th July 2015- Use of Firearms, Paduwasnuwara, Kurunegala 
  

Mr.J.A Dinesh Kumara, supporter of UNP Kurunegala district 
candidate Mr.Thushara Indunil, was threatened with firearms by Mr. Y.M 
Sapumal Ruwan Kumara and Mr. S.A Darshana Sampath, supporters of 
UPFA candidate Mr. Dayasiri Jayasekara at around 12.30 am at 
Detiyamulla Junction, Hettipola. According to Mr. Dinesh Kumara, the 
incident happened while he was on his way to Mr. Thushara Indunil’s 
office. The vehicle he was travelling in was blocked by three other 
vehicles and it was then that Mr. Sapumal Kumara approached Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara’s vehicle with a gun and threatened him. Reacting, Mr. 
Dinesh Kumara said he had snatched the gun from Mr. Sapumal Ruwan 
Kumara’s hand and proceeded to the Hettipola police. 

 

CMEV commends the Commissioner for Elections, Mahinda Deshapriya 
and the Inspector General of Police, N.K Illangakoon and their officers, 
for both providing and sustaining an enabling environment for a free and 
fair election. In particular, CMEV’s monitoring of the pre-election period 
and Election Day highlights speedy action taken by the Police in imple-
menting election laws. Such measures reinforced public confidence in the 
respective officials upholding the rule of law and in their taking the steps 
necessary to protect the integrity of the poll. 

The lead up to the General Election created an environment to recognize 
and provide for the voting rights of persons with disabilities, with specific 
reference here to the Election Commissioner’s Circular No. De/LI/PR/03 
issued in May 2015, directing officials to take specific steps to ensure that 
persons with disabilities are supported in the exercise of their franchise. 
CMEV has taken many steps to support this initiative and noted some im-
provements at the General Election in this regard, but urges the relevant 
officials to take all necessary steps to provide for the full realization of the 
right to franchise among persons with disabilities. 

Finally, CMEV reiterates its call for independent institutions including 
independent commissions for elections, police and public services, under-
scoring the need for constitutional and legal reform to ensure the integrity 
of the electoral process. In this regard, CMEV calls for the full implemen-
tation of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution and the appoint-
ment of the Constitutional Council without further delay. 

CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), 
the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political 
Violence as an independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the 
incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of 
CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 
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All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.
cmev.

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu             Udaya Kalupathirana                   Ms. Seetha Ranjani

     Co – Convener              Co – Convener                      Co – Convener
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Election Day Incidents Summary   

ELECTORAL

DIVISION

No. OF 

REGISTERED 

VOTERS

No. OF 

POLLING 

CENTRES

No. OF 

POLLING 

CENTRES 

MONITORED

No. OF 

INCIDENTS 

REPORTED 

RELATED 

TO POLLING 

DAY 

PROCESS

SPECIAL COMMENTS

COLOMBO 
DISTRICT
Colombo North 89771 60 17 0
Colombo Central 131482 103 65 3 Young Men’s Muslim Association Building, 323, Jumma Musjid Road – Hall No. 02 

(No. 100)
It was reported to CMEV that Suhairul Ameer Mohammed Sajid (No. 21) of the United 
Peace Front (Eksath Saama Peramuna) took a picture of his ballot paper after he had 
marked his vote at 12.05pm.

Young Men’s Muslim Association Building, 323, Jumma Musjid Road – Hall No. 02 
(No. 100)
It was reported to CMEV that the above Ameer Mohammed Sajid was arrested by the 
Maligawatta Police at 2.45pm for taking a photograph of his ballot paper.

Colombo Municipal Council Community Centre, Opposite at the “C” gate of Kheth-
tharama ground, Bodhiraja Mawatha, Colombo 10 – Hall No. 01 (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.20am that two people who were distributing leaf-
lets promoting UPFA candidate U.J. Thilanga Sumathipala (No. 06) were arrested by the 
police near the polling centre.
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Colombo East 66941 45 25 2 Community Hall of Thimibirigasyaya National Housing Scheme, Thimbirigasyaya 
Road (No. 20)
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.45am that the entrance and exit pathways of the 
polling centre were quite narrow and further separated into two pathways by wood pan-
els, thereby making it difficult for elderly or disabled voters to enter or exit the centre. 
It was also reported that there was no division between male and female voters at the 
centre.

S.W.R.D. Bandaranayake Vidyalaya, Kotte Road - Hall No. 01 (No. 01)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate Udaya P. Gammanpila (No. 
07) had been allegedly transporting voters to the above polling centre at around 10.30am.

Colombo West 40609 29 38 0
Borella 60109 44 20
Dehiwala 59812 39 27 1 Pamankada Sangamiththa Vidyalaya, Dutugemunu Street - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 

01 and 02)
It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate A.M.D.H. Dhanasiri Amarathunga (No. 
02) and about 50 of his supporters were lurking in the vicinity of the polling centre at 
around 3.40pm. 

Ratmalana 66793 49 16 0
Kolonnawa 120617 78 37 0
Kotte 74934 49 34 0
Kaduwela 173355 112 20 0
Awissawella 117472 80 39 2 Lanka Sabha Tamil School, Kiriwandala, Puwakpitiya - Hall No. 01 Puwakpitiya 

(No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.10am that a field monitor was allegedly obstructed 
from carrying out her duties and not allowed to enter the polling centre or observe the 
voting process by the SPO, S.A. Gamini. 

Preaching Hall of Sri Sugatha Nagarukkharamaya, Muruthagama (No. 02)
It was reported to CMEV that an individual named Namarathna allegedly intimidated 
voters to vote for the UPFA near the above polling centre at around 12.30pm.
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Homagama 174909 101 31 2 Preaching Hall of Gehenuwala Purana Viharasthanaya, 
Gehenuwala - Hall No. 03 (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that Pradeshiya Sabha member Nimal Hewawasam distributed 
campaign material promoting UPFA candidate Bandula Gunawardhane (No. 17) near the 
polling centre at around 12.00pm.

Magammana East Community Centre, Munasinghagama, Magammana and 
Preaching Hall of Sarana Dhamma Vivekashramaya, Magammana (No. 77 and 78)
It was reported to CMEV that a vehicle displaying posters promoting UNP candidate 
A.L.S. Manju Sri (No. 04) travelled past the polling centre at around 11.45am. 

Maharagama 129801 80 33 2 Stanley Thilakarathna Junior School, Shalawa Road, Mirihana, Nugegoda - Hall 
No. 01 and 02 and Temporary Shed at Stanley Thilakaratne Junior School’s play-
ground, Shalawa Road, Mirihana, Nugegoda - Hall No. 03 (No. 11,12 and 13)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.50am that UPFA candidate Dinesh C.R. Gu-
nawardhane (No. 15) confronted the SPO of the polling centre, complaining that the UNP 
list was displayed more prominently than the UPFA list. 

Voters intimidated by party supporters
It was alleged to CMEV that voters in the area were intimidated by supporters of UPFA 
candidate K.H.G. Kanthi Kodikara (No. 08) at around 10.50am.

Kesbawa 164774 101 20 4 Preaching Hall of Sri Jayawardhanarama Viharasthanaya, Moranda (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.10pm that the UNP polling agent was in posses-
sion of an electoral list that prominently displayed the UNP logo.

Sunethradevi Balika Maha Vidyalaya, Papiliyana - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 15 and 
16)
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.50am that UPFA candidate Chandana Kathriarach-
chi (No. 13) was driving around the area in a vehicle marked with the party logo and had 
allegedly been influencing voters.

Delthara Primary School - Hall No. 01 and Temporary Shed at Dampe Primary School - 
Hall No. 02 (No. 32 and 35)
CMEV was informed that UPFA candidate Chandana Kathriarachchi (No. 13) was driv-
ing around in a vehicle numbered KH – 5778 and canvassing for votes by handing out
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leaflets near the polling centres. His vehicle was accompanied by an unmarked white 
Prado. The incident took place at around 1.00pm.

Preaching Hall of Nandarama Viharasthanaya, Nivungama (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.05pm that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party acronym printed on it.

Moratuwa 115219 83 41 2 Podujaya Vidyalaya, Angulana, Moratuwa - Hall No. 02 (No. 04)
It was reported to CMEV that a person driving a vehicle with the registration number 
WPCAI-0443 transported voters to the polling centre at around 3.30pm. 

Lanka Sabha Church, Moratumulla, Moratuwa (No. 47)
It was reported to CMEV that there were several people around the above polling centre 
influencing voters to vote for the UPFA and UNP respectively at around 11.15am.

TOTAL 1 586 598 1053 463 18
GAMPAHA 
DISTRICT
Wattala 120471 67 32 0
Negombo 106213 64 38 1 Al-Hilal Central College, Periyamulla, Negombo - Hall No. 02 (No. 17)

CMEV received a complaint at around 8.30am from Mohammed Haris Abdullah, who 
alleged that the officer reading out the names had insulted the complainant's sister by 
stating that she would not be allowed to vote while wearing her burka.

Katana 143885 84 44 3 NG/ John de Baptist Vidyalaya, Bambukuliya (No. 04)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.55am that two supporters of UPFA known as 
‘Bayya’ and ‘Weli-Suji’ were influencing voters to vote for the UPFA. 

Preaching Hall of Sri Vijayarama Temple, Pahala Kadirana (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate A.N.A. Upul Rajitha’s (No. 03) support-
ers were provided transport to the polling centre in a vehicle with the number 30/1856 at 
around 12.30pm.

Vidyaloka Primary School, Katana North (No. 03)
It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate H.H.A.D. Indika Anuruddha’s (No. 21) 
supporters allegedly transported voters to the polling centre at around 11.45am.
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Divulapitiya 108529 74 40 1 Banduragoda Dharmashoka Maha Vidyalaya, Waththemulla (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV that the candidate number of UPFA candidate Upeksha Swarna-
malini (No. 09) and the UPFA logo were marked on the wall of the polling centre.

Mirigama 124679 83 38 8 Aligar Maha Vidyalaya, Wallavilamulla - Hall No. 01 (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV that cutouts and posters of UNP candidates Udena Surasingha 
Wijerathna (No. 12) and U.P.C. Saranalal (No. 11) were still on display near the polling 
centre at around 6.40am.

Sanasa Hall, Mottunna (No. 69)
It was reported to CMEV at around 2.00pm that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UPFA party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Keenadeniya Maha Vidyalaya (No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.30pm that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Mirigama Dudley Senananyeka Model Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 02 (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.20pm that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Bandaranayake Maha Vidyalaya, Mirigama (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.45am that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Pallewela Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.00am that the UNP polling agent was in posses-
sion of an electoral list that prominently displayed the UNP logo.

Kubaloluwa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 70)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.30am that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Indiparape Buddhist Temple (No. 59)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.20am that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 
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Minuwangoda 132981 76 39 5 Madelgamuwa Junior School (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.15pm that cutouts of the UPFA and UNP candi-
dates were still displayed at the polling centre.

Roman Catholic Junior School, Kamaragoda (No. 11)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.15am that UPFA candidate Prasanna Ranathunga’s 
(No. 15) posters and the JVP’s party symbol along with candidate numbers were dis-
played at the polling centre.   

Yatiyana Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 67 and 68)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.30am that UPFA candidate Prasanna Ranathunga’s 
(No. 15) posters and the JVP’s party symbol along with candidate numbers were dis-
played near the post office opposite the polling centre.   

Minu / Siyambalapitiya Primary School (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials promoting the UPFA were displayed 
within close proximity to the polling centre at around 11.02am. 

Nadagamuwa Junior School (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV that the number and symbol of UPFA candidate B. Prasanna 
Ranaweera (No. 16) and posters showing the JVP symbol were displayed near the above 
polling centre at around 8.00am.

Attanagalla 133023 81 81 0
Gampaha 147280 86 24 1 Karaneyakamulla Gamini Junior School, Baduwathugoda (No. 67)

It was reported to CMEV at around 3.30pm that the party symbol of the UPFA, the num-
ber of candidate Prasanna Ranathunga (No. 15) and the JVP party symbol were promi-
nently marked on the road leading up to the polling centre.

Ja-Ela 143843 75 34 4 Niwandama Roman Catholic Primary School - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 46 and 47) 
It was reported to CMEV that six supporters of UPFA candidate Prasanna Ranathunga 
(No. 15) were distributing cards with the candidate’s name and number and influencing 
voters near the polling centre at around 9.32am. 
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Narangodapaluwa Karunarathne Maha Vidyalaya (No. 62)
CMEV received a complaint that supporters of UPFA candidate A. Nimal Lansa Warnaku-
lasooriya (No. 06) were influencing voters near the polling centre to vote for him at 
around 10.24am.

Yakkaduwa Primary School - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 49 and 50) 
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.48am that supporters of UPFA candidate K.J. Felix 
Perera (No. 10) and UNP candidate M. Joseph Micheal Perera (No. 17) arrived in ve-
hicles and distributed campaign leaflets near the polling centre.

Niwandama Jinaraja Primary School (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate K.J. Felix Perera (No. 10) 
and UNP candidate M. Joseph Micheal Perera (No. 17) scattered leaflets with their re-
spective candidate numbers and party symbols near the polling centre at around 9.20am

Mahara 149453 80 27 0
Dompe 115356 75 37 4 Sri Rahula Primary School, Pelahela (No. 70)

CMEV received a complaint that several individuals travelling in a vehicle numbered 51-
7071 distributed leaflets of UPFA candidate Upali Gunarathna (No. 07) at around 9.30am 
near the polling centre.

Dompe Primary School (No. 33)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with the name and candidate number of UPFA can-
didate Prasanna Ranathunga (No. 15) were scattered on the road near the polling centre 
at around 8.55am.

Werahera Bandaranayake Maha Vidyalaya (No. 08)
It was alleged that three vehicles displaying posters and the candidate number of UPFA 
candidate Upali Gunarathna (No. 07) were cruising near the polling centre at around 
12.35pm.

Sri Rahula Primary School, Pelahela (No. 70) 
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets promoting UPFA candidate Upali Gunarathna (No. 
07) were distributed to a shop near the polling centre at around 8.30am.

Biyagama 121702 67 45 0
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Kelaniya 90122 56 32 0
TOTAL 1 637 537 968 511 27
KALUTARA
DISTRICT
Panadura 114828 64 40 0
Bandaragama 133887 72 33 4 Alubomulla S. Mahinda Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 61)

It was reported to CMEV at around 11.15am that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Bolgoda Sethnadi Primary School (No. 42) 
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.45am that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Preaching Hall of Weeragaha Sri Sudharmarama Viharaya, Mahabellana (No. 64)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.30am that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Preaching Hall of Gangarama Viharaya, Alubomulla (No. 59)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.00am that the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Horana 122511 65 30 0
Bulathsinhala 82123 57 36 3 Polegoda Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 27)

It was reported to CMEV that UNP supporters were attempting to influence voters at the 
above centre at around 12.30pm. 

Delmella Junior School (No. 33)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.20am that an unidentified group of people entered 
a house near the above polling centre and attempted to bribe the occupants by offering 
them alcohol, and asking them to vote for the UNP.

Polegoda Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (Male) (No. 27)
It was reported to CMEV that a vehicle displaying UNP candidate Palitha Kumara 
Thewarapperuma’s (No. 09) candidate number travelled between Polegoda and Agala-
watta at around 12.30pm.
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Mathugama 108996 61 33 0
Kaluthara 117931 65 36 2 Preaching Hall of Sri Nagarukkharama Viharaya, Nagashandiya (No. 26)

It was reported to CMEV that Kalutara North Police arrested two individuals named 
Rajantha Silva and Roshan De Silva travelling by a three wheeler plated WP/HJ 9312 
at around 9.05am. Police arrested them on suspicion of distributing campaign material 
for UNP candidates N.H. Rajitha H. Senarathna (No. 07) and Ajith P. Perera (No. 01) at 
the Nagaratnarama junction in Kalutara. A complaint was filed with the police (MOIB 
76/102).

Pohaddaramulla Junior School (No. 13)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate Jayantha Samaraweera (No. 
05) arrived at the above polling centre at around 9.30am on motorbikes, and scattered 
campaign material around the centre. 

Beruwala 117033 66 34 5 Beruwala Primary School (No. 54)
CMEV received a complaint that supporters in a UNP party office situated half a kilome-
tre from the polling centre were attempting to influence voters at around 2.15pm.

Beruwala Primary School (No. 54)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.00am that four voters were turned away from the 
polling centre by the SPO due to an alleged ambiguity in their NIC numbers.

Preaching  Hall of Mulamaha Viharaya, Mahagammedda (No. 12)
It was reported to CMEV that a large number of UNP campaign cards, mentioning can-
didate number 8, were scattered near the polling centre at around 1.15pm.

Aluthgama Maha Vidyalaya (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that a large cut-out of UNP candidate N.H. Rajitha H. Senara-
thna (No. 07) was on display near Hotel Dilani, located at 382 Galle Road, Aluthgama. 

Sanghamitta Balika Maha Vidyalaya, Aluthgama (No. 42)
CMEV received a complaint that a supporter of the UNP named Anuradha, was display-
ing a voter list prominently marked with the UNP acronym at the polling centre at around 
8.30am.
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Agalawatta 100040 90 41 1 Vehicle diplaying posters promoting candidate
It was reported to CMEV that a cab displaying posters and the candidate number of 
UPFA candidate B. Mahinda Samarasinghe (No. 06) was seen at around 8.10am on the 
Meegahathanna Malagavita road.

TOTAL 897 349 540 283 15
R A T N A P U R A 
DISTRICT
Ehaliyagoda 96 170 71 29 4 R/Pathberiya Narada Maha Vidyalaya (No. 67)

JVP candidate Dunuvilage Bandhulasena (No. 11) was reported to be travelling near the 
polling centre in a vehicle displaying his party’s symbol at around 7.30am. When the 
CMEV monitor attempted to take a picture of this the candidate verbally threatened the 
monitor. 

Preaching Hall of Pathberiya Bodhiyangana Visuddharama Viharaya (No. 66)
A minor verbal disagreement was reported to have taken place between JVP candidate 
Dunuvilage Bandhulasena (No. 11) and other voters present at the polling centre at 
around 7.00am. The altercation also involved the SPO of the polling centre.

R/Uduwaka Siddhartha Maha Vidyalaya (No. 15)
Cards bearing the number and symbol of UNP candidate Aluth Durage Sarath Sandanay-
ake (No. 05) were found near the polling centre at around 10.00am.

R/Getaheththa Anura Maha Vidyalaya (No. 13)
A vehicle displaying the image, number and symbol of UNP candidate Sarathchandra 
Ramanayake (No. 13) was parked near the polling centre at around 9.45am. 

Ratnapura 121 108 88 32 1 R/Sivali Maha Vidyalaya, River Side Road (No. 16)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign cards relating to UNP candidates Abeynay-
ake Piyadasa (No. 04) and Karunarathne Paranavithanage (No. 09) were scattered near 
the polling centre at around 7.15am. 
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Pelmadulla 83 934 65 23 3 Community Centre of Ihala Hakamuwa (No. 65)
It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate Pavithra Devi Wanniarachchi’s (No. 10) 
campaign leaflets were distributed at the polling centre at around 9.00am.

R/Gallella Maha Vidyalaya (No. 05)
It was alleged to CMEV that SPO of this polling centre, Mr. G.K. Justin, did not allow 
CMEV monitors to carry out their duties at around 9.40am.

R/Peralanda Vidyalaya (No. 64)
CMEV received a complaint that at around 8.30am supporters of the UPFA and UNP 
distributed cards with the respective numbers of their candidates to the voters arriving at 
the polling centre.

Balangoda 106 575 94 30 0
Rakwana 102 618 78 27 1 Preaching Hall of Mahindaramaya, Godakawela (No. 27)

A small scale impersonation at the above mentioned polling centre was reported, at 
around 11.00am by a CMEV monitor.

Nivithigala 96 156 75 28 2 R/Dimiyawa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 48)
UPFA supporters in the Rakwella Samangama Akkarapaha area were threatened by four 
individuals who arrived in an unmarked black Jeep at the polling centre at 12.00 noon. 
The Nawa Sihala Urumaya complained to CMEV that these individuals threatened the 
UPFA supporters and obstructed them from casting their vote.

R/Hangamuwa Sri Rathnodaya Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 
37 and 38)
It was reported to CMEV that at around 8.15am, a female was distributing small cards 
bearing the candidate numbers of Premalal Jayasekera (No. 11) and Janaka Wakkumbura 
(No. 07), who were UPFA candidates. The distribution was being carried out on a small 
side road in the vicinity of the polling centres. 

Kalawana 62 773 51 13 0
Kolonna 140 748 102 46 2 R/Maduwanwela Sri Sarananda Vidyalaya (No. 91)

Three vehicles displaying flags with the name and candidate number of UPFA candidate 
Sumith Kankanam Pathirana (No. 14) were seen driving in the direction of Helauda-
kanda from Embilipitiya, passing the polling centre.
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R/Embilipitiya Janadhipathi Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01, 02 and 03 (No. 9, 10 and 11)
It was reported to CMEV that an individual named Hewaguluwaduge Chamil Janaka was 
arrested at around 11.00am by Embilipitiya Police while he was pasting campaign post-
ers pertaining to UPFA candidate Pavithra Devi Wanniarachchi (No. 10).

TOTAL 810 082 624 228 13
KEGALLE 
DISTRICT
Dedigama 87 800 76 14 2 Preaching Hall of Kiniwita Sri Sugatharamaya (No. 40)

It was reported to CMEV that campaign posters promoting UNP, JVP and UPFA candi-
dates were distributed near the polling centre at around 9.20am.

Kiwuldeniya Mahanaga Maha Vidyalaya (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting UNP, UPFA and JVP candidates were 
found scattered near the polling centre at around 9.15am. 

Galigamuwa 67 375 60 30 3 Iddamalpana Maha Vidyalaya (No. 22)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign leaflets belonging to UNP candidates Ambath-
anna Dewayalage Premadasa (No. 03), Wedikkarayalage Somadasa (No. 11), UPFA can-
didates Abdul Latheef (No. 03), Aruna Sri Dhammika Jayawardhana (No. 04), Hewa 
Ralalage Sarathi Dushmantha (No. 12) and Kanaka Herath (No. 05) were found near the 
gate of the polling centre at around 11.30am. 

Edurapotha Primary School (No. 52)
A CMEV monitor reported that people had seen cut-outs and posters promoting UPFA 
candidates Kanaka Herath (No. 05) and B.R. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya (No. 07) displayed 
on the road leading to the polling centre.

Arandara Junior School (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign flyers promoting UNP candidate Ambathanna 
Dewayalage Premadasa (No. 03), and UPFA candidates Abdul Latheef (No. 03), H.R. 
Sarathi Dushmantha (No. 12) and Kanaka Herath (No. 05) were seen scattered on the 
road near the polling centre at around 12.00 noon. 

Kegalle 71 183 62 24 0
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Rambukkana 65 337 53 30 6 Naranbedda Purana Viharaya (No. 35)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign cards promoting UPFA candidate Kanaka 
Herath (No. 05) were scattered around the road near the polling centre. According to the 
complainant, these were later removed by police officers, at around 8.00am.

Halpitiya Weaving Centre (No. 34)
CMEV received a complaint at around 7.37am that the ink used to identify those who had 
voted at the polling centre was ineffective.

Naranbedda Purana Viharaya (No. 35)
It was reported to CMEV that small cards bearing the candidate number and symbol of 
UPFA candidate Kanaka Herath (No. 05) were found within close proximity to the poll-
ing centre at around 8.20am. 

Dombemada Junior School (No. 02)
It was reported to CMEV that two individuals who had been carrying leaflets of UNP 
candidate Ajith Kumara Senevirathna (No. 01) and campaigning on behalf of him near 
the entrance of the polling centre were arrested by the police at around 6.40am.

Sujatha Junior School, Daluggala (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that voting cards promoting UNP candidate Kabeer Mohamed 
Hashim Mohomed (No. 04) were scattered on the ground near the polling centre at 
around 6.00am.

Halpitiya Weaving Centre (No. 34)
It was reported to CMEV that the ink used to identify those who had voted was not up to 
standard even by 7.55am.

Mawanella 90 627 72 27 1 Randiwala Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 20 and 21)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials displaying the candidate number of 
UPFA candidate Rajika Priyanganee Wickramasingha (No. 10) were found scattered on 
the road near the polling centre at around 10.55am. 
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Aranayaka 53 207 53 14 1 Ussapitiya Bodiraja Junior School - Hall No. 02 (No. 12)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.00am that a voter by the name of D.V. Ranasinghe 
was not allowed to vote using his/her driver’s license as it had been cancelled. However, 
no cancellation date was stated on the license.

Yatiyanthota 74 244 67 20 3 Yatiyanthota Siriwardhana Maha Vidyalaya (No. 01)
It was reported to CMEV that cards bearing the candidate number and symbol of UPFA 
candidate H.R. Sarathi Dushmantha (No. 12) were found in front of the polling centre at 
around 6.45am. 

Mahabage Junior School (No. 27)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign material bearing the candidate number of UPFA 
candidate Rajika Priyanganee Wickramasingha (No.10) were found within close proxim-
ity to the polling centre at around 10.30am.

Amanawala Gamini Junior School (No. 18)
It was reported to CMEV that a member of Pradeshiya Sabha, together with supporters 
of the UNP, attempted to intimidate voters into voting for the UNP between 7.00am and 
8.00am. The group were removed from the area by the police after a complaint was made. 

Ruwanwella 73 498 67 22 0
Deraniyagala 66607 59 41 4 Magala Junior School (No. 16)

CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UNP candidates P.M. 
Ranjith Polgampala (No. 08), Rukman Senanayaka (No. 10) and Kabeer Mohamed 
Hashim Mohomed (No. 04) were found scattered on the road leading to the polling cen-
tre and displayed on walls and lamp posts in the vicinity of the polling centre at around 
3.30pm.

Deegala Junior School (No. 38)
It was reported to CMEV that cards bearing the elephant symbol and candidate number 
of UNP Candidate K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera (No. 05) were scattered in different places 
along Rookasal Road at around 1.30pm.

Nakkawita Junior School (No. 13)
Campaign flyers displaying the candidate number of UPFA candidate H.R. Sarathi Du-
shmantha (No. 12) were found scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 
3.30pm.
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Kahanawita Junior School (No. 34)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards displaying the betel leaf symbol and the 
candidate number of UPFA candidate Anuruddha Polgampala (No. 02) were found scat-
tered on the Dehiowita-Deraniyagala main road.

TOTAL 649 878 569 222 20
KURUNEGALA 
DISTRICT
Galgamuwa 103 488 75 25 1 Thennakoongama Junior School (No. 67)

It was reported to CMEV that Nihal Rupasinghe, a supporter of UPFA candidates Ma-
hinda Rajapakshe (No. 16), B.M.D. Tharanath Basnayake (No. 15) and T.B. Ekanayake 
(No. 08) were distributing campaign materials in the vicinity of the polling centre at 
around 8.15am.

Nikaweratiya 94 910 71 43 1 Nikaweratiya Mahasen National School - Hall No. 01 (No. 30)
It was reported to CMEV that about 15 vehicles with supporters of UPFA candidate 
Jhonston Xavier Fernando (No. 12) were travelling around Nikaweratiya and meeting 
the public at around 1.20pm.

Yapahuwa 113 858 78 32 0
Hiriyala 97 886 75 49 0
Wariyapola 76 817 55 28 1 Karagaswewa Junior School and Sundaragama Vidyalaya (No. 27 and 28)

CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials of UPFA candi-
date H.M.D.B. Herath (No. 09) and UNP candidate Prasanna Shamal Senara-
th (No. 15) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 8.55am. 

Panduwasnuwara 74 100 59 28 2 Pandupura Subhoothi Primary School  (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that a vehicle with the registration number 57-1803 transported 
voters to the polling centre at around 11.15am. The party involved was not identified.

Haththihawa Junior School  (No. 37)
CMEV received a complaint that supporters of UPFA candidate Indika Bandaranay-
ake (No. 07) threatened and intimidated voters heading to the polling centre at around 
12.30pm. People in the area immediately informed the police emergency service (119).
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Bingiriya 88 306 69 29 2 Halmillawewa Siddhartha Maha Vidyalaya (No. 07)
CMEV received a complaint that a van with the registration number NW-PY 7004 and 
a buddy truck with the registration number WP-HB 7084 were transporting voters at 
around 2.40pm.

Ihala Koswatta Gamini  Maha Vidyalaya (No. 25)
The former chairman, W.A.G. Wanasinghe, of Bingiriya Pradeshiya Sabha asked voters 
to vote for the UPFA near the polling centre at around 2.10pm.

Katugampola 94 505 71 32 0
Kuliyapitiya 100 474 73 35 1 Sri Sudarshanarama Viharaya, Preaching Hall, Karagahagedara (No. 11)

CMEV received a complaint that leaflets promoting UNP candidates Akila Viraj Kari-
yawasam (No. 01) and Gamini Jayawickrama (No. 10) and UPFA candidates Mahinda 
Rajapakshe (No. 16) and Sujani Maheshika (No. 18) were scattered near the polling 
centre at around 6.30am.

Dambadeniya 94560 68 42 2 Kiriwanapola Dharmawardanarama Viharaya, Preaching Hall (No. 06)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidate T.B 
Ekanayake (No. 08) and UNP candidate P. Shamal Senarath (No. 15) were scattered on 
the road up to the main entrance of the polling centre at around 7.30am.

Wennoruwa Wijayabha Maha Vidyalaya (No. 04)
It was reported to CMEV that a drunk individual climbed up a tree at around 3.40 pm 
and insisted that he could not cast his vote as the police had taken his NIC. Subsequently, 
the police handed over the NIC and allowed him to cast his vote. The police arrested him 
after he left the polling centre.

Polgahawela 77321 55 25 0
Kurunegala 89332 59 25 3 Maliyadeva Model School, Kurunegala (No. 08)

CMEV received a complaint that Urban Councillor Kamal Jayasinghe and Provincial 
Council Member Thushara Sanjeeva (from the UPFA) and the UNP Organiser Jude 
Fernando respectively, intimidated voters in the vicinity of the polling centre at around 
11.20am.

Boyaganae Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 28)
It was reported to CMEV at around 7.50am that the ink used to mark the fingers of voters 
who had cast their vote in the polling centre faded away too quickly.
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S.W.R.D. Bandaranayake Vidyalaya, Wehera, Wilgoda Hindu Tamil Maha Vidya-
laya - Hall No. 02, Wanduragala Purana Viharaya, Preaching Hall (25, 26 and 27)
It was reported to CMEV that the ink used to mark the fingers of voters who had cast their 
vote in the polling centre faded away too quickly.

Mawathagama 90682 65 36 0
Dodangaslanda 70204 52 23 4 Ikiriwatta Kanishta Vidyalaya (No. 30)

CMEV received a complaint that campaign material promoting UPFA candidate R.D 
Wimaladasa (No. 05) was scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 7.55am.

Gonigoda Maha Vidyalaya (No. 33)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign material promoting UPFA candidate R.D 
Wimaladasa (No. 05) was scattered on the road in the vicinity of the polling centre at 
around 9.20am.

Nahalla Monaragala Viharaya, Ariyarathne Hall (No. 41)
CMEV mobile monitor M.K.M Shafras reported that he was threatened and intimidated 
by the SPO at the above polling centre at around 10.30am. The SPO did not allow him to 
enter the polling centre.

Panagamuwa Annoor Central College - Hall No. 01 (No. 35)
It was reported to CMEV at 9.15am that the ink used to mark the fingers of voters who 
had cast their vote in the polling centre was not the standard color.

TOTAL 1266443 925 452 17
PUTTALAM DIS-
TRICT

 

Puttalam 125702 75 54 0
Anamaduwa 112978 91 44 2 Pt/Madurankuliya Adharsha Maha Vidyalaya (No. 85)

CMEV received a complaint that a vehicle distributed leaflets promoting UPFA candi-
dates A.M. Indrani Dasanayaka (No. 01) and Arundika Fernando (No. 02) near the poll-
ing centre at around 7.15am.
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Pt/Madawakkulama Muslim Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (Male) and 02 (Female) 
(No. 45)
CMEV received a complaint that UNP candidate R.B. Palitha Range Bandara (No. 06) 
transported voters in his official vehicle to the polling centre at around 10.20am, and that 
some of his supporters asked them to vote for him.

Chilaw 118171 82 51 2 CH/ St. Sebestian Maha Vidyalaya, Madampe (No. 76) 
It was reported to CMEV that the candidate number of UPFA candidate Piyankara 
Jayaratne (No. 08) was marked on the Kurunegala-Puttalam road near the polling centre 
at around 8.59am. 

CH/ Kakkapalliya Siri Sujatha School (No. 52)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidates 
G.L.J.L. Niyomal Perera (No. 06) and Piyankara Jayaratne (No. 08) were scattered on 
the road near the polling centre. 

Nattandiya 89975 64 26 3 CH/Talwila Wella Primary School (No. 55)
A CMEV monitor reported that campaign materials promoting UNP candidate R.D. 
Ashoka Priyantha (No. 04) and UPFA candidate Anton Dayasritha Thisera (No. 03) were 
scattered on the road in the vicinity of the polling centre at around 6.00am.

CH/Sri Seelananda Maha Vidyalaya, Koswatta (No. 21)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UNP candidate A.M.A.D.  Hector Hygenus 
(No. 01) were loitering around in vehicles with stickers that displayed his image and his 
party’s symbol at around 2.15pm, near the polling centre. 

CH/Talwila Wella Primary School (No. 55)
It was reported to CMEV that a female supporter of UPFA candidate Arundika Fernando 
(No. 02) marked the candidate’s number on the hands of voters entering the polling cen-
tre.

Wennappuwa 106183 75 33 0
TOTAL 553009 387 208 7
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JAFFNA 
DISTRICT
Kayts 22 057 46 42 1 J/Thambaddi Govt. Tamil Mixed Vidyalaya (No. 42)

It was alleged to CMEV that seven EPDP supporters were campaigning in front of the 
polling centre at around 9.00am. 

Vaddukoddai 47 621 57 51 3 J/Tholpuram American Mission Tamil Mixed School (No. 56)
It was alleged to CMEV that EPDP supporters were campaigning in front of the polling 
centre at around 8.25am.

J/Karainagar Yarltron College (Junior Division) - Hall No. 02 (No. 05)
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.25am that the voting booth in the polling centre was 
within direct view of the SPO. 

Party supporter arrested for distributing leaflets
It was reported to CMEV that Vaddukkoddai Police arrested a supporter of ITAK candi-
date Easvarapatham Saravanapavan (No. 05) for distributing leaflets at around 2.08pm.

Kankasanthurai 63 217 58 52 0
Manipay 54 567 62 61 0 Candidate transporting voters to polling centres  

It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate Angajan Ramanathan (No. 01) sent two 
buses to Kannagipuram camp to transport voters at around 9.30am.

Kopay 55 891 60 58 1 J/Puttur Sri Somaskanda College - Hall No. 01 (No. 21)
It was reported to CMEV that a field monitor was threatened by supporters of UPFA 
candidate Angajan Ramanathan (No. 01) when he arrived at the polling centre at around 
11.00am. 

Uudupiddy 39 204 53 46 3 J/Uduppidy Girls’ College - Hall No. 01 (No. 07)
It was reported to CMEV that ITAK candidate Aanantharaj Nadarajah (No. 02) went to 
the premises of the polling centre and spent around 20 minutes at the centre speaking 
with the voters at around 2.20pm. 

Party supporters distributing dry rations to voters 
It was reported to CMEV that some dry rations were distributed by UPFA supporters to 
the voters at Puraperukki junction at around 8.00am.
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J/Karanavai Ponnampalam Vidyalaya - Hall No. 02 (No. 30)
It was reported to CMEV that eight UNP supporters were roaming within 500 metres 
of the polling centre and attempting to influence voters to vote for the UNP at around 
3.40pm.

Point Pedro 36 138 43 40 2 J/Alvai Sinnaththamby Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.00am that the voting booth in the polling centre 
was located in direct view of the SPO. 

J/Point-Pedro St.Thomas Roman Catholic Girls School (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials promoting ITAK were scattered on the 
road near the polling centre by supporters of ITAK at around 6.53am. 

Chavakachcheri 51 702 51 44 0
Nallur 46 699 52 52 0
Jaffna 33 050 43 43 1 J/Jaffna Holy Family Convent - Hall No. 01 (No. 10)

It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials promoting ITAK candidate Sivag-
nanam Sreetharan (No. 10) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 
7.45am.

Kilinochchi 79 093 96 90 5 KN/ Vivekanantha Vidyalaya, Ambalkulam (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards promoting ITAK candidate Sivagnanam 
Sreetharan (No. 10) were scattered on the road in front of the polling centre at around 
8.25am. 

KN/ Pannankandy Hindu Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that EPDP supporters were campaigning in the premises of the 
polling centre at around 3.25pm.

KN/ Poonagary Central College - Hall No. 01 (No. 64)
It was reported to CMEV that the voting booth in the polling centre was located in direct 
view of the SPO at around 2.35pm.

KN/ Aanaivilunthankulam Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 02)
It was reported to CMEV that four EPDP supporters left leaflets in the area of Aanai 
Vilunthan at around 2.40pm.
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KN/ Barathi Vidyalaya, Barathipuram (No. 08) 
It was reported to CMEV that posters of EPDP candidates were on display near the poll-
ing centre at around 8.00am. 

TOTAL 529 239 621 579 17
VANNI 
DISTRICT
Mannar 79 433 70 66 9 Mn/Puthukkudiyiruppu Govt. Muslim Mixed School, Erukkalampiddy (No. 09) 

It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UNP candidate Abdul Rishad (No. 01) scat-
tered sample ballot papers with his candidate number written on them near the polling 
centre at around 6.57am. 

Mn/Pesalai St. Mary’s Girls School, Pesalai (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials promoting UNP candidate Abdul Ri-
shad (No. 01) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 7.55am. 

Mn/Kokkupadayan Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School, Kokkupadayan (Male) - 
Hall No. 01 and (Female) - Hall No. 02 (No. 50)
It was reported to CMEV at around 2.30pm that a UNP supporter was arrested by the 
police for having seven ballot papers in his possession. 

Treat given to voters by party supporters
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UNP candidate Abdul Rishad (No. 01) 
gave a treat to voters at around 2.00pm in the Uppukulam mosque.

Party supporters arrested while canvassing
It was reported to CMEV that police arrested two ITAK supporters while canvassing in 
the Pappamoddai area at around 11.25am.

Mn/Palaikuli Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School, Adampan (No. 65)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UNP candidate Abdul Rishad (No. 01) sent a 
bus with the registration number 253-2453 to Palaikuli to transport voters to the polling 
centre at around 11.25am.
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Mn/Siththyvinayagar Hindu College, Uppukulam Mannar - Hall No. 01 (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of supporters of UNP candidate Abdul Rishad (No. 
01) had attempted to influence voters at the polling centre at around 10.15am. 

Mn/Kokkupadayan Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School, Kokkupadayan (Male) 
Hall No. 01 and (Female) - Hall No. 02 (No. 50)
It was reported to CMEV that the UNP polling agent was using his mobile phone inside 
the polling centre. He allegedly also gave signals to indicate the number 1 to voters at 
around 12.35pm.

Mn/Kokkupadayan Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School, Kokkupadayan (Male) 
Hall No. 01 and (Female) - Hall No. 02 (No. 50)
It was reported to CMEV that the UNP polling agent was showing candidate numbers to 
voters as they arrived at the polling centre at around 3.00pm.

Mullaitivu 63 920 130 124 5 Mu/Manthuvil Arasaratnam Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 38)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials were scattered near the polling centre 
by ITAK supporters at around 8.10am. 

Mu/Visuvamadu Maha Vidyalaya (No. 51) 
It was reported to CMEV that unidentified groups issued campaign materials near the 
polling centre at around 8.00am.

Attempts to influence voters by serving refreshments 
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of ITAK including some of the Pradeshiya 
Sabha members of Manthai East were providing refreshments to voters who were on 
their way to the polling centre at around 1.30pm.

Scattered campaign materials promoting all parties
It was reported to CMEV that campaign material of all the parties had been scattered on 
the main road in the Mullativu town. 

Mu/Vinayagapuram Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 13)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.51am that the ink used to mark the fingers of voters 
who had cast their vote in the polling centre faded away quickly.
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Vavuniya 109 705 134 128 7 V/Paranaddakallu Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 85) 
It was reported to CMEV at around 7.24am that the ink used to mark the fingers of voters 
who had cast their vote in the polling centre faded away quickly.

V/Maraviluppai Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV that a pocket calendar with the elephant symbol was seen at the 
polling centre at around 12.20pm.

V/Sithambarapura Sri Naharasa Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 73)
It was reported to CMEV that the UPFA candidate Pararasasingam Udayarasa (No. 
05) had attempted to intimidate voters to vote for him near the polling centre at around 
8.45am.

Thonikal Multi-Purpose Building (No. 67) 
It was reported to CMEV that a Pradeshiya Sabha member of Vavuniya South was loiter-
ing near the gate of the polling centre at around 10.30am. 

V/Katkulam Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 09)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.00pm that a tense situation arose after the SPO 
informed the police officer in the polling centre to move away from the ballot box.

V/Al-Iqbal Maha Vidyalaya, Sooduvendhapulavu (No. 131)
It was reported to CMEV that two groups of supporters of UNP candidate Abdul Rishad 
(No. 01) were loitering within close proximity to the polling centre. 

V/Ganeshapuram Shanmuganandha Vidyalaya (No. 129)
It was reported to CMEV that ITAK candidate Sivaprakasam Sivamohan (No. 08) trans-
ported voters to the polling centre in his own vehicle at around 11.35am. 

TOTAL 253 058 334 318 21
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ANURADHAPURA
DISTRICT

Medawachchciya 81996 81 27 3 A/Kebithigollewa Central College (No. 20)
CMEV received a complaint that small leaflets with the elephant symbol and candidate 
number of UNP candidate D.M. Amarathunga (No. 03) on them were distributed near the 
polling centre at around 8.00am.

A/Ruwanpura Maha Vidyalaya (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with the elephant symbol and the candidate number 
of UNP candidate K.D.M. Chandrani Ofeeliya Bandara (No. 06) were scattered on the 
road near the polling centre at around 11.00am. 

A/Kunchuttuwa Vidyalaya (No. 30)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.15am that a group had disrupted CMEV monitors 
near the gate of the polling centre. The group asked who they were and who gave them 
permission to monitor outside the polling centre, stating that they could monitor inside 
the polling centre. The group had arrived in a vehicle with the registration number LA-
9820 and displaying stickers of UPFA candidate Thissa Wijayarathna Karalliyadde (No. 
07).

Horowpothana 81099 79 16 1 Weaving Centre, Maradankadawala (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.50am that the ink used to mark the fingers of vot-
ers who had cast their vote in the polling centre was not visible and faded away quickly.

Anuradhapura East 97576 87 42 3 A/K.B. Rathnayake Vidyalaya, Buddhagaya Mawatha, Anuradhapura - Hall No. 02 
and Sri Bodhirukkarama Viharaya, Nuwarawewa, Anuradhapura (No. 52 and 53)
CMEV received a complaint at around 6.50am that leaflets with the betel leaf symbol 
and the candidate numbers of UPFA candidates Dumidu Dayasen Ratiyala (No. 08) and 
Duminda Dissanayaka (No. 09) were scattered on roads near the polling centres. 

A/St. Joseph’s College, Anuradhapura - Hall No. 01 and No. 02 (No. 49 and 47)
CMEV received a complaint at around 6.30am that leaflets with the betel leaf symbol 
and the candidate numbers of UPFA candidates Dumidu Dayasen Ratiyala (No. 08) and 
Duminda Dissanayaka (No. 09) were scattered on roads near the polling centres. 



Page 87

A/K.B. Rathnayake Vidyalaya, Buddhagaya Mawatha, Anuradhapura - Hall No. 02 
and Sri Bodhirukkarama Viharaya, Nuwarawewa, Anuradhapura (No. 52 and 53)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards with the elephant symbol and candidate 
number of UNP candidate K.D.M. Chandrani Ofeeliya Bandara (No. 06) were scattered 
on the road near the polling centre at around 6.30am.

Anuradhapura 
West

102691 98 09 0

Kalawewa 125162 117 36 3 Thammannegama Community Hall (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV at around 2.10pm that a UNP candidate's campaign office was 
located within 250 meters of the polling centre and displayed cutouts.

Thammannegama Community Hall (No. 62)
CMEV received a complaint that a group of businessmen were gathered at 'Rajina' Junc-
tion and were engaged in propaganda activities near the polling centre, attempting to in-
fluence voters to cast their vote for UNP candidates Pelisge Harison (No. 11) and K.D.M. 
Chandrani Ofeeliya Bandara (No. 06).

A/Rajanganaya Track 05 Navodya Vidyalaya (No. 21)
A CMEV mobile monitor reported that about eight vehicles displaying the name of UPFA 
candidate S.M. Chandrasena (No. 05) and his candidate number, were seen near the poll-
ing centre between 10.35am and 10.40am.

Mihinthale 64778 65 30 1 Ambathalagama Community Center (No. 02)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the UNP entered the polling centre wearing 
wrist bands with the UNP logo on them. 

Kekirawa 83431 81 27 3 A/Horapola Muslim Maha Vidyalaya (No. 13)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with the candidate number of UNP candidate Don 
Chandima Gamage (No. 09) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 
7.30am.

A/Horapola Muslim Maha Vidyalaya (No. 13)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign material with the betel leaf symbol and the 
candidate number of UPFA candidate J.K. Rohana Sudarma Jayakody (No. 06) were 
scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 9.35am.
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A/Horapola Muslim Maha Vidyalaya (No. 13)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign material with the betel leaf symbol and the 
candidate number of UPFA candidate Gamage Weerasena (No. 04) were scattered on the 
road near the polling centre at around 7.30am. 

TOTAL 636733 608 187 14
P O L O N N A R U -
WA DISTRICT
Minneriya 83395 78 33 2 Leaflets scattered on the road

CMEV received a complaint that leaflets with the elephant symbol and candidate number 
of UNP candidate Wasantha N.P. Senanayaka (No. 07) were scattered on the road in front 
of the District Hospital, Hingurakgoda at around 7.30am.

Sri Purwaramaya, Samagipura, Orubendisiyambalawa (No. 05) 
CMEV received a complaint that UNP candidate Nalaka Prasad Kolonne (No. 05) ar-
rived to cast his vote in a land cruiser displaying stickers promoting his campaign at 
around 10.35am. 

Medirigiriya 77505 73 47 10 Al Rifai Muslim Maha Vidyalaya, B.O.P. 314, Rifaipura, Thambala (No. 56)
CMEV received a complaint that leaflets with the betel leaf symbol and candidate num-
ber of UPFA candidate Anuruddha Ranasingha Arachchige Roshan (No. 01) were scat-
tered on the road near the polling centre at around 6.10am. 

Al Rifai Muslim Maha Vidyalaya, B.O.P. 314, Rifaipura, Thambala (No. 56)
CMEV received a complaint that leaflets with the elephant symbol and candidate number 
of UNP candidate Ansar Sahul Hameed Mohammadu (No. 01) were scattered on the road 
near the polling centre at around 6.30am.  

Udaragama Junior School, Kauduluwewa Stage II, Medirigiriya (No. 16)
It was reported to CMEV that an individual scattered campaign material with the betel 
leaf symbol and candidate number of UPFA candidate L. Mithrapala (No. 07) on the road 
near the polling centre at around 6.10am. The individual was later arrested by Mediri-
giriya Police while in possession of 360 campaign leaflets.
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Yudhaganawa Junior School, Yudhaganawa, Hingurakgoda (No. 02)
CMEV received a complaint at around 10.00am that campaign materials promoting UNP 
candidates Wasantha N.P. Senanayaka (No .07), Nalaka Prasad Kolonne (No. 05) and 
UPFA candidate Gamalath Siripala (No. 04) were scattered on the road near the polling 
centre. 

Dharmapala Community Hall, Kusumpokuna, Divulankadawala (No. 39)
CMEV received a complaint at around 10.00am that campaign materials promoting UNP 
candidates Wasantha N.P. Senanayaka (No .07), Nalaka Prasad Kolonne (No. 05) and 
UPFA candidate Gamalath Siripala (No. 04) were scattered on major roads and by roads 
near and around the polling centre.

Udayagiri Wiharasthanaya, Divulankadawala (No. 03)
CMEV received a complaint at around 10.30am that campaign materials promoting UNP 
candidates Wasantha N.P. Senanayaka (No .07), Nalaka Prasad Kolonne (No. 05) and 
UPFA candidate Gamalath Siripala (No. 04) were scattered on the road near the polling 
centre. 

Forged letters distributed
It was reported to CMEV that forged letters with the title 'Yahapalanayata Saviyak, 
Gamata Nayakayek' (‘Strength for good governance, a leader for the village’) and the 
official stamp of UNP candidate Kabeer Mohamed Hashim Mohomed (No. 04) were 
distributed in Polonnaruwa Medirigiriya town between 9.30am and 10.30am. These did 
not include the candidate’s signature. 

Kumudupura Primary School, Kumudupura, Mahathalakolawewa (No. 35)
It was reported to CMEV at around 3.15pm that multiple cut-outs of UPFA candidate 
Anuruddha Ranasingha Arachchige Roshan (No. 01) were displayed on the road and 
houses leading to the polling centre. 

Kirimetiya Junior School, Kirimetiya, Galamuna and Sri Selathilakaramaye Dhar-
ma Shalawa, Buddayaya, Galamuna (No. 70 and 72)
It was reported to CMEV that a black Defender with the registration number PF-3706, 
owned by UNP candidate Nalaka Prasad Kolonne (No. 05), was used to transport voters 
to the polling centres. 
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Al Rifai Muslim Maha Vidyalaya, B.O.P. 314, Rifaipura, Thambala (No. 56)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate Anuruddha Ranasingha 
Arachchige Roshan (No. 01) arrived at the polling centre in a Land Rover with the regis-
tration number 54-4905 and intimidated voters. 

Polonnaruwa 146225 136 75 11 Sarvodaya District Center, New Town, Polonnaruwa (No. 101)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign material with the betel leaf symbol and the 
candidate number of UPFA candidate Lankeshwarage Mithrapala (No. 07) were scat-
tered on the road near the polling centre at around 7.00am. 

Nissankamallapura Primary School, Manampitiya East, Manampitiya (No. 54)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign material with the elephant symbol and can-
didate number of UNP candidate A.G. Nanda Kumar (No. 03) were scattered on the road 
near the polling centre at around 6.45am. 

Thopawewa Maha Vidyalaya, Polonnaruwa (No. 95)
It was reported to CMEV that the voter list at the above polling centre had the UNP party 
logo prominently displayed on it at around 8.40am.

Sewanapitiya Maha Vidyalaya, Sewanapitiya (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV that an 85-year-old woman and a man alleged to be mother 
and son walked in to the polling centre at around 10.30am. The son, who claimed that 
he was also a candidate, stated that his mother was unable to mark the ballot paper due 
to her age. He cast the vote on her behalf, despite the objections made by the SPO at the 
polling centre.

Nissankamallapura Primary School, Manampitiya East, Manampitiya (No. 54)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials with the betel leaf symbol, image 
and the candidate number of UPFA candidate L. Mithrapala (No. 07) were scattered on 
the road near the polling centre at around 6.45am. 

Sewanapitiya Maha Vidyalaya, Sewanapitiya (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV that posters of UNP candidate Wasantha N.P. Senanayaka (No. 
07) were displayed near the polling centre at around 8.00am.
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Meewathpura Junior School, Siripura (No. 01)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign cards promoting UPFA candidates Gamalath 
Siripala (No. 04) and Chandrasiri A. Sooriyaarachchi (No. 05) were scattered on the road 
near the polling centre. 

Rankethgama Primary School, Rankethgama, Siripura (No. 02)
It was reported to CMEV that posters and campaign cards promoting UNP candidate 
Nalaka Prasad Kolonne (No. 05) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at 
around 6.30am.

Kaduruwela Nagara Maha Vidyalaya, Kaduruwela - Hall No. 02 (No. 108)
It was reported to CMEV that posters and campaign cards promoting UPFA candidate 
Kings Nelson (No. 03) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 
7.00am.

Peletiyawa Junior School, Peletiyawa (No. 17)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign cards promoting UPFA candidate Chandra-
siri A. Sooriyaarachchi (No. 05) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at 
around 6.30am. 

Nissankamallapura Primary School, Manampitiya East, Manampitiya (No. 54)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials promoting UNP candidate A.G. Nanda 
Kumar (No. 03) were scattered on the road leading to the polling centre at around 7.00am. 

TOTAL 307125 287 155 23
KANDY 
DISTRICT
Galagedara 54214 50 0 0
Harispattuwa 157463 94 0 0
Pathadumbara 85375 66 0 5 Fake ballot papers scattered on the road in the Madol Kale area

It was reported to CMEV that fake ballot papers with the vote marked for UNP candi-
date M. Velu Kumar (No. 07) were scattered on roads in the Madol Kale area at around 
10.00am.
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Campaigning cards scattered on roads in the Maussa area
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards promoting UNP candidate A. Ibathul Rauf 
Hakeem (No. 01) were scattered on the road in the Maussa area at around 2.30pm.

Panwila Rajasinghe Vidyalaya, Panwila (No. 52)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the Democratic Party were displaying posters 
listing the candidate number of Democratic Party candidate Jayantha Kumarasinghe (No. 
09) on a vehicle at around 12.30pm near the polling centre. 

Jameul Azhar Central College, Megodagammedda - Hall No. 01 (No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UNP candidate A. Ibathul Rauf Hakeem (No. 
01) were attempting to influence voters while in a van with the registration number 254-
0293 which was displaying the candidate’s posters at around 11.00am.

Jameul Azhar Central College, Megodagammedda - Hall No. 01 (No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV that Samurdhi beneficiaries near the polling centre were threat-
ened by two supporters of UPFA candidate Lohan E. Rathwaththe (No. 15) who had ap-
proached them in a motorbike with the registration number HV-4017. 

Ududummbara 58637 55 16 0
Theldeniya 47685 44 27 1 K/Karalliyadda Junior School, Medagammedda (No. 35)

It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials promoting UNP candidate R.G. Sama-
ranayake (No. 06) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 6.30am.

Kundasale 94870 64 21 2 Kapila Senevirathne Kandy Model Secondary School, Pallegunnepana - Hall No. 
01 (No. 26)
It was reported to CMEV that pocket calendars for the year 2016 in support of the UPFA 
candidate S.B. Dissanayake (No. 08) were scattered on the road near the polling centre 
around 6.50am. 

Kapila Senevirathne Kandy Model Secondary School, Pallegunnepana - Hall No. 01 
and 02 (No. 26 & No. 27)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards with images and candidate numbers of 
UNP candidates on them were scattered on the road leading to the polling centres at 
around 8.40am.
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Hewaheta 69243 53 16 1 Party supporters engaged in campaigning
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidate Anu-
radha Lanka Pradeep Jayarathne (No. 02) were scattered on Galaha road 9th Mile Post 
while another group of his supporters were distributing leaflets of the above candidate 
and attempting to influence voters to vote for him.

Senkadagala 81149 60 02 2 Cut-outs and posters displayed
It was reported to CMEV that cut-outs and posters promoting UPFA Candidate Lohan E. 
Rathwaththe (No.15) were displayed along the road of his party office at around 11.50am.

St. Anthony’s Girls’ College, Katugastota Road - Hall No. 01 (No. 03) 
It was reported to CMEV that a vehicle with the registration number CP QQ-3673 dis-
playing the JVP symbol was parked in the vicinity of the polling centre at around 8.40am.

Mahanuwara 40020 30 28 2 Wattarantenna Municipal Community Centre, Wattarantenna (No. 16)
A CMEV monitor received complaints from voters at around 8.40am stating that the SPO 
K.M.G. Samaranayake was very close to the ballot box and observing. This issue was not 
resolved even after the CMEV monitor spoke to him. 

Announcements made by a religious institution 
CMEV received a complaint at around 1.00pm that the Jummah mosque near Akurana, 
7th Mile Post, Malwana Junction had made an announcement, requesting citizens to cast 
their votes since the amount of citizens who had already casted their votes by that time 
was less.

Yatinuwara 80420 65 29 5 Kirimetiyawatta Tamil Vidyalaya, Kirimetiyawatta (No. 39)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.15pm that supporters of UNP candidate M.Y. Dis-
sanayake (No. 13) and UPFA candidate Aluthgamage Mahindananda Meethalawe (No. 
06) were transporting voters to the polling centre and encouraging them to vote for the 
respective candidates. 

Amunupura Junior School, Madiligama (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.20am that the former UNP Provincial Council 
Member Ashoka, whose house is situated opposite the polling centre, was campaigning 
and providing food for voters and asking them to vote for UNP candidate M.Y. Dissanay-
ake (No.13). 
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Amunupura Junior School, Madiligama (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.48am that supporters of UNP candidate M.Y. Dis-
sanayake (No.13), who were gathered at a party office near the polling centre, had at-
tempted to intimidate voters to vote for the candidate.

Illukwatte Muslim Vidyalaya, Illukwatte - Hall No. 01 (No. 59)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate A.G. Sirisena (No. 01) were 
driving around in a vehicle displaying large cut-outs and posters of the candidate near the 
polling centre at around 10.15am.

Maligatenna Junior School, Mamudawala (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.50am that the voting booth at the polling centre 
could be directly observed by the SPO and junior staff.

Udunuwara 82298 65 0 0
Gampola 102219 77 0 0
Nawalapitiya 95567 72 45 2 Nawalapitiya Central College, Bawwagama - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 45 and 46)

It was alleged to CMEV at around 2.45pm that UNP candidate Aluthgamage Ananda 
Aluthgamage (No. 05) assaulted and injured the former Provincial Council Member An-
uradha Amarasena who was later admitted to Nawalapitiya Hospital.

Gampolawela Junior School, Gampolawela (No. 29)
It was reported to CMEV at around 2.10pm that the UNP polling agent was in posses-
sion of an electoral list that prominently displayed the UNP logo. This was brought to the 
attention of the SPO and he took the list away from the polling agent. The polling agent 
however stated that he was given a letter of permission by the Commissioner of Elections 
to keep the list.

TOTAL 1049160 795 184 20
NUWARAELIYA 
DISTRICT
Nuwara Eliya - 
Maskeliya

302836 213 96 11 St. Maris Vidyalaya, Bogawantalawa - Hall No. 0l and 02 (No. 159 and 161)
It was reported to CMEV at around 12.00pm that supporters of CWC were distributing 
campaign materials containing all the candidate numbers of the CWC candidates to the 
voters at the polling centre. 
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CDs distributed to Tamilas of Recent Indian Origin living in plantation areas 
(TRIO)
CMEV received a complaint at around 3.30pm that three UNP candidates Thigambaram 
Palani (No. 07), Thilakarajah Mailvaganam (No. 08) and Velusamy Radha Krishnan 
(No.11) had produced a CD containing songs for the purpose of propaganda and had 
distributed it among the TRIO to be played during the day.

Parties distribute alcohol in Dikoya and Maskeliya areas  
It was reported to CMEV after midnight that supporters of the UNP and CWC had dis-
tributed alcohol to voters in the Maskeliya and Dikoya areas with the aim of obtaining 
votes. The CMEV monitor reported this incident to Maskeliya Police.

Bogahawatta Sinhala School (No. 11)
It was reported to CMEV that a Samurdhi officer who was a supporter of the UPFA 
candidate Arumuga Thondaman (No. 02) distributed alcohol and attempted to influence 
voters to vote for the candidate near the polling centre at around 12.45pm.

Nallathanniya Govt. Tamil School (No. 187)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.15am that campaign cards with the name and can-
didate number of UNP candidate Thigambaram Palani (No. 07) were distributed by six 
supporters in a Mitsubishi vehicle with the registration number 6121. It was further stated 
that this vehicle had also been seen at other polling centres distributing campaign cards. 

Unauthorised party office displaying candidate number list and campaign materials
It was reported to CMEV that the list of UPFA candidate numbers, posters and cut-outs 
were displayed in a party office in Hatton, Nuwara Eliya at around 9.30am. Hatton Police 
later took measures to close down the party office.

St- Joshep Tamil Vidyalaya, Maskeliya - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 182 and 184)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidates Arumuga Thondaman (No. 
02), Sivaraja Anusha (No. 09) and Sivalingum Muththu (No. 10) had distributed alcohol 
and attempted to force villagers to vote for the candidates before casting their votes at 
the polling centres.
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St- Joshep Tamil Vidyalaya, Maskeliya - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 182 and 184)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials promoting UNP candidates Udayaku-
mar Mailvaganam (No. 03) and R. Yogarajan (No. 02) were scattered on the road near 
the polling centre.

Vidulipura Maha Vidyalaya, Norton Bridge (No. 120)
It was reported to CMEV at around 1.30pm that Nelum Kumara, a supporter of UNP 
candidate Kalandugoda Kankanamge Piyadasa (No. 05), was seen taking voters to his 
house in Norton Bridge, Makeliya, Kandy District in a van with the registration number 
54-6045. CMEV was also told he attempted to instruct them on how to vote and whom 
to vote for, before taking them back to the respective polling centre. 

St- Joshep Tamil Vidyalaya, Maskeliya - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 182 and 184)
It was reported to CMEV that CWC supporters approached voters who were near the 
polling centre and pressed a button on an instrument which with a laser light indicat-
ed the numbers of the CWC candidates Karuppiah Murugesu (No. 02), Murugesu Na-
guleswaran (No. 09) and Yesudiyan Andhonipillai (No. 10) at around 11.30am.

Voters transported by party supporters in the Hatton area
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.10am that supporters of CWC were transporting 
voters to polling centres and promoting CWC candidates in the Hatton area.

Kothmale 78068 73 0 1 Party supporter arrested
It was reported to CMEV at around 3.30pm that a supporter of UNP candidates Thigam-
baram Palani (No. 07) and Velusamy Radha Krishnan (No. 11) had been arrested while 
pasting posters of the candidates. 

Hanguranketha 71053 66 31 0
Walapane 82193 71 25 1 Deliwela  Vidyalaya, Thannehenwela (No. 18)

It was reported to CMEV at around 8.51am that a vehicle displaying posters and the can-
didate number of UNP candidate D.M. Renuka Manike Herath (No. 09) was parked near 
the polling centre. Her supporters had further been encouraging voters in the vicinity to 
vote for her. 

TOTAL 534150 423 152 13
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MATALE 
DISTRICT
Dambulla 131831 108 28 2 Atuparayaye Sri Bodhirukkarama Vihara Dharma Salawa, Atuparayaya (No. 83)

It was reported to CMEV at around 9.55am that the junior staff of the polling centre had 
been promoting the UPFA.  

Digampataha Government Junior School, Digampataha - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 
103 and 104)
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.40am that the UNP polling agent was in possession 
of an electoral list that prominently displayed the UNP logo.

Laggala 70323 72 0 0
Matale 84225 62 41 1 Sri Sangamitta Girls’ National School, Matale, Hulangamuwa Government Junior 

School, Matale and Koombiyangoda Sujatha Balika Maha Vidyalaya, Koombiyan-
goda (No. 30, 31 and 32)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.30am that campaign cards promoting UPFA can-
didate Janaka Bandara Thennakoon (No. 06) were scattered on the road near the polling 
centres.

Rattota 93296 81 41 1 Rattota Baptist School, Rattota (No. 74) 
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards listing the candidate number of UPFA 
candidate A.D.V.L. Wasantha Perera (No. 01) were scattered on the road near the polling 
centre at around 8.25am.

TOTAL 379675 323 110 4
GALLE 
DISTRICT
Balapitiya 52852 50 28 1 G/Sripathi Maha Vidyalaya, Andadola - Hall No. 01 (31) 

It was alleged to CMEV that the A.R.O had driven a vehicle with the registration number 
TS-6963 in the vicinity of the above polling centre and had been campaigning for voters 
to vote for the UPFA at around 11.30am. 

Ambalangoda 75524 64 35 3 Gonapinuwala Saralankara Maha Vidyalaya (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards displaying the candidate number and party 
symbol of UNP candidate Jayantha Jayaweera Bandula Hewa (No. 08) were seen scat-
tered on the road near the gate of the polling centre at around 10.30am.
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Wavulagala Sri Shailakootarama Viharasthanaya (No. 56)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards promoting UPFA candidates Aruna Pradeep 
Manimel Wadu (No. 03), Baddegama Samitha Thero (No. 10) and UNP candidate Boop-
goda Hettiarachchige Wijepala (No. 13) were found within close proximity to the polling 
centre at around 11.00am.

Preaching Hall of Galpottawala Thilakashrama Viharaya (No. 32)
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.00am that 45 minutes after voting opened a CMEV 
monitor who was observing the polls was asked to step outside by the SPO for 15 min-
utes and was told that he would be allowed inside once he was called. 

Karandeniya 72572 61 20 0
Benthara- Elpitiya 89500 72 39 4 G/Amugoda Maha Vidyalaya (No. 61)

It was reported to CMEV that posters of UPFA candidate I.M. Gamage Piyasena (No. 04) 
and UNP candidate Bandula Lal Bandarigoda (No. 12) with their respective candidate 
numbers were displayed at the polling centre at around 8.55am.

Preaching Hall of Sri Neegrodarama Viharasthanaya, Elpitiya South (No. 34)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards promoting UPFA candidate I.M. Gamage 
Piyasena (No. 04) and UNP candidate Gayantha Karunathilaka (No. 07) were scattered 
on either side of the road near the polling centre at around 11.20am. 

G/Elpitiya Ananda Central College - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 41 and 42)
It was reported to CMEV that cards displaying the betel leaf and candidate number of 
UPFA candidate Geetha Samanmalee Kumarasingha (No. 05) were scattered near the 
entrance of the polling centre at around 10.45am.

Temporary Shed of Sri Nandanarama Viharasthanaya, Suddagoda (No. 04)
It was reported to CMEV that an arrest had been made by the Benthota Police of an al-
leged perpetrator who was distributing leaflets promoting UPFA candidate Chandima 
Weerakkodi (No. 06) at around 11.05am. 
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Hindiuma 100757 89 47 2 G/Urala Junior School - Hall No. 02 (No. 59)
It was reported to CMEV at around 7.20am that some of the elderly people who came 
to cast their vote were unhappy with the JPO, who was on duty due to the absence of 
the SPO. They complained that their ballot papers were marked for the UNP by the JPO 
without their consent. However, the JPO did not accept this statement and stated that he 
explained the due procedures. A confusion arose among them due to this incident. 

Sri Vijayananda Piriven Hall, Habarakada (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that a large amount of campaign cards promoting UNP candi-
dates D. Sunil Senanayaka (No. 10) and B.H. Wijepala (No. 13) were scattered on the 
ground near the polling centre at around 6.45am. 

Baddegama 87638 76 26 1 Preaching Hall of Kottawa Sri Sumanarama Viharasthanaya (No. 55)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting UNP candidates A. Chandralal (No. 
03) and A. Vajira (No. 04) were displayed on walls in the vicinity of the polling centre at 
around 8.10am.

Ratgama 78182 68 26 2 Sri Ghananandarama Viharasthanaya, Kapumulla, Ratgama (No. 29)
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.30am that the voting booths at the polling centre 
could be fully observed by the SPO.

G/ Malawenna Junior School (No. 51) 
It was reported to CMEV at around 1.55pm that the voting booths at the polling centre 
could be fully observed by the people around.

Galle 79685 64 49 1 Preaching Hall of Welipatha Atulanandanarama Viharaya (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that a 4x5 metre cutout of UNP candidate Abeywardhana Vajira 
(No. 04) was on display within close proximity to the polling centre at around 10.45am.

Akmeemana 94175 77 29 2 Conference Hall, Chintamani (Samurdhi Bank) Watta, Pilana (No. 68)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting UPFA candidate R.C.B. Pathirana (No. 
13) were displayed in front of the polling centre at around 7.00am. 

G/Meegoda Sarwa Mithra Primary School (No. 66)
CMEV received a complaint that leaflets promoting UPFA candidate Chandima Weerak-
kodi (No. 06) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 8.50am.
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Habaraduwa 80778 75 33 2 Preaching Hall of Kettarama Viharasthanaya, Harumalgoda West (No. 20)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.35am that the officer marking the fingers of the 
voters at the polling centre was wearing a green coloured saree, which may have been 
worn to represent the colours of a particular candidate. 
 
G/Prins Gunasekara Junior School, Pitiduwa (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.40am that the voter list had the UNP party logo 
prominently displayed on it. 

TOTAL 811663 696 332 18
MATARA 
DISTRICT
Deniyaya 97610 62 49 1 Campaign materials distributed

It was reported to CMEV that a van was observed distributing flyers promoting UPFA 
candidate Kanchana Vodatha Wijesekara (No. 05), along Pallegama Road in Deniyaya, 
at 11.25 am.

Hakmana 91791 65 23 2 Makandura Central College, Makandura - Hall No. 02 (No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that when a voter named Ratnayake Gamage Leelawathi ar-
rived at the polling centre at around 11.40am to cast her vote she was informed that her 
vote had already been cast.

Gal Atumba Purana Rajamaha Viharaya, Deiyandara (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that even though K.G. Karunawathi, a voter, asked the SPO to 
cast the vote for the betel leaf symbol, the SPO had cast the vote for the elephant symbol 
at around 11.30am.

Akuressa 93769 64 27 2 Teachers' in Service Development Training Centre, Maragoda, Thelijjawila (No. 
60)
CMEV received a complaint that there were campaign materials promoting the UNP 
scattered on the road near the polling centre.

Paraduwa Model Junior School Thelijjawila (No. 47)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate Abewardhana Yapa Laksh-
man (No. 02) had distributed leaflets with the name, photo and candidate number of the 
candidate near the polling centre. 
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Kamburupitiya 81524 64 21 1 Puhulwella Central College, Kirinda, Puhulwella (No. 25)  
It was reported to CMEV at around 1.00pm that a supporter of UPFA candidate Alahap-
peruma Dalas Daham Kumara (No. 04) was wearing a blue T-shirt with the candidate's 
number and party symbol on it in the vicinity of the above polling centre. He was asked 
to leave and was arrested after he did not heed to the request.

Devinuwara 78690 63 50 7 Dharmawijaya Maha Viduhala, Thalalla North, Kekanadura (No. 18)
It was reported to CMEV that at around 10.45am two supporters of UNP candidate Man-
gala Samaraweera (No. 07), wearing wrist bands with his photo and candidate number 
on them, were lurking in the vicinity of the polling centre. UPFA candidate Kanchana 
Vodatha Wijesekara’s (No. 05) campaign cards were also seen scattered on the floor and 
were reported by the same complainant.

Thalalla South Maha Vidyalaya, Kottagoda (No. 17)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards with the photo and candidate number of 
UPFA candidate Abewardhana Yapa Mahinda (No. 01) on them were scattered on the 
road in front of the polling centre at around 9.30am.

Thum Bodhi Maha Viharaya, Kadawadduwa, Yatiyana (No. 25)
It was alleged to CMEV that the former Provinical Councillor of Devinuwara, Aruna 
Gunaratne along with five supporters of the UPFA had attempted to influence voters to 
vote for the UPFA near the gate of the polling centre at around 10.05am.  

Dodampahala Junior School, Dikwella - Hall No. 02 (No. 53)
It was reported to CMEV that around 20 to 25 UPFA supporters had attempted to in-
timidate voters coming to the polling centre to vote for candidates Alahapperuma Dalas 
Daham Kumara (No. 04) and Kanchana Vodatha Wijesekara (No. 05) at the entrance of 
the polling centre at around 11.24am.

Minhath Junior School, Dikwella (No. 48)
CMEV received a complaint that posters promoting UNP candidate H.R. Wimalasiri 
(No. 10) were displayed on the stairway leading to the polling centre at around 8.25am. 
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Dodampahala Junior School, Dikwella - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 52 and 53) 
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets promoting Alahapperuma Dalas Daham Kumara 
(No. 04) and Kanchana Vodatha Wijesekara (No. 05) were distributed near the above 
polling centre at around 10.15am.

Uda Aparekka Junior School, Aparekka (No. 28)
It was reported to CMEV at around 7.20am that one of the ballot papers had been marked 
with a cross in front of the UNP symbol.

Matara 86984 61 36 0
Weligama 93450 65 38 2 Saviya Athwala (Lebeema Junior School), Kamburugamuwa (No. 47)

It was reported to CMEV at around 8.35am that a confusion arose regarding the granting 
of permission for the CMEV monitor to observe the voting process at the polling centre. 
This was later resolved and the monitor was granted permission to engage in monitoring.
 
Saddhatissa Junior School, Penatiyana, Weligama (No. 59) 
It was alleged to CMEV at around 9.30am that the Grama Niladhari and his assistant who 
had been assigned to monitor the process had been carrying out undesignated tasks such 
as making the voters stand in line. A complaint was made in this regard and they were 
removed from the assigned tasks by the A.R.O. 

TOTAL 623818 444 244 16
HAMBANTHOTA 
DISTRICT

Mulkirigala 100711 85 46 3 H/ Meegasara Maha Vidyalaya, Meegasara (No. 69)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards promoting UPFA candidate Mahinda Am-
araweera (No. 08) with his candidate number and party symbol were seen scattered on 
the road near the gate of the polling centre at around 7.45am.

H/ Meegasara Maha Vidyalaya, Meegasara (No. 69)
It was reported to CMEV that posters and cards promoting UPFA candidates Ajith N. 
Rajapaksha (No. 01), Mahinda Amaraweera (No. 08) and Namal Rajapaksha (No. 06) 
were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 9.15am. 
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H/ Meegasara Maha Vidyalaya, Meegasara (No. 69) 
It was reported to CMEV that stickers with the symbol and number of UPFA candidate 
Mahinda Amaraweera (No. 08) were scattered on the road in the vicinity of the polling 
centre at around 6.50am. 

Beliatta 78234 75 44 1 H/Nakulugamuwa Gamini Maha Vidyalaya, Wellawathugoda - Hall No. 01 (No. 62)
CMEV received a complaint that there were posters promoting JVP candidate Galap-
paththi Arachchige Nihal (No. 03) displayed on both sides of the road leading to the 
polling centre at around 7.35am. 

Thangalla 120148 75 28 0
Tissamaharama 163818 148 70 7 H/Pannegamuwa Royal College, Pannegamuwa (No. 112)

CMEV received a complaint at around 8.30am that posters promoting UPFA candidates 
Namal Rajapaksha (No. 06) and Chamal J. Rajapakse (No. 04) were displayed in the 
vicinity of the polling centre.

H/Abhayapura Junior School, Right Bank, Kudagammana 06 (No. 139)
It was reported to CMEV at around 11.45am that a Honda Vezel with the registration 
number SP CAB-5576 parked outside the polling centre was displaying a photo and the 
candidate number of UPFA candidate Namal Rajapaksha (No. 06) on the rear window. 

H/Debarawewa Primary School, Aluthgoda (No. 116)
It was reported to CMEV that small campaign cards with the name and candidate number 
of UPFA candidate W. K. Indika Jamindra (No. 09) were seen scattered on the ground 
near the polling centre at around 8.30am.

H/Debarawewa Primary School, Aluthgoda (No. 116)
It was reported to CMEV that a UPFA supporter was driving a cab with the registration 
number SP TC-4804, which displayed the candidate number of UPFA candidate Harsha 
Udaya Kumara Jayaweera (No. 10) near the polling centre at around 8.15am. 

H/Debarawewa Primary School, Aluthgoda (No. 116)
It was reported to CMEV that a poster displaying photos of all candidates of the JVP was 
seen near the polling centre at around 7.35am. 
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Preaching Hall of Beddewewa Purana Viharastanaya, Beddewewa West (No. 74) 
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.15am that a disabled person named A.M. Sudu 
Bandara had asked the SPO to cast his vote on his behalf. The SPO without marking 
anything, dropped the blank ballot paper into the box. 

H/ Samodagama Junior School, Sippikulama – Hall No. 01 (No. 31) 
It was reported to CMEV that about 30 supporters of UPFA candidate Eraj Ravidra Fer-
nando (No. 03) attempted to intimidate voters near the polling centre at around 11.30am.

TOTAL 462911 361 188 11
BADULLA 
DISTRICT
Mahiyanganaya 95715 76 55 0
Viyaluwa 51295 49 29 3 B/Soranathota Central College, Soranathota (No. 08)

CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidates N. 
Nimal Siripala de Silva (No. 07), L.P. Jayathilake Senevirathne (No. 08) and UNP candi-
date L.V. Chaminda Wijesiri (No. 08) were scattered on the road near the polling centre 
at around 8.15am.

Sri Sambuddha Jayanthi Viharaya, Baduluoya (No. 40)
CMEV received a complaint that the UNP candidate R.M Ratnayaka (No. 06) and his 
secretary were intimidating voters by loitering near the polling centre at around 2.35pm.

B/Soranathota Primary School, Soranathota (No. 14)
CMEV received a complaint that cards with the UPFA party logo and candidate number 
of UPFA candidate D.A.C.S. Dasanayake (No. 06) were scattered on the road near the 
polling centre at around 8.30am.

Passara 62901 55 36 4 B/Elteb Estate No. 01 Tamil Vidyalaya, Elteb Estate (No. 21)
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of the UPFA, S.I. Nanayakkara, had been at-
tempting to influence people to vote for the UPFA when they arrived at the polling centre 
at around 10.45am.
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B/Tholabowatta Vidyalaya, Tholabowatta - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 30 and 31)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate S. Dayabaran (No. 11) had 
been intimidating voters near the polling centre at around 12.15pm.

B/Medawelagama  Maha Vidyalaya, Medawelagama (No. 19)
It was reported to CMEV that UPFA candidate D.A.C.S. Dasanayake (No. 06) provided 
transportation facilities to voters in a vehicle with the registration number GS-7519 to the 
polling centre at around 8.35am.

B/Sri Dharmananda Vidyalaya, Yapamma (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV at around 1.00pm that UPFA candidate D.A.C.S. Dasanayake 
(No. 06) went to the house of a civilian who lives near the polling centre and had threat-
ened him in an attempt to stop him from voting.

Badulla 55185 42 36 3 B/Nelumgama Vidyalaya, Nelumgama (No. 12)
CMEV received a complaint that some supporters of UNP candidate Harin Fernando 
(No. 10) had gathered near the polling centre at around 1.00pm, dressed in Harin Fer-
nando’s campaign T-shirts. There was also a vehicle nearby with posters promoting his 
campaign. It was noted that these persons were drunk.

Rural Development Society Hall, Hanwella (No. 31)
CMEV received a complaint at around 8.30am that there was no privacy for the voters in 
the polling centre as they had to vote under the direct observance of the SPO.

B/Nelumgama Vidyalaya, Nelumgama (No. 12)
CMEV received a complaint from a supporter of the UPFA that more than 50 supporters 
of UNP candidate Harin Fernando (No. 10) gathered near the polling centre at around 
12.30pm dressed in Harin Fernando’s campaign T-shirts and distributed alcohol to people 
in the area. This was further confirmed by one of the CMEV mobile monitoring teams.

Hali - Ela 69909 57 38 1 District Vocational Training Centre, Rockhill (No. 43)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidate N. Ni-
mal Siripala de Silva (No. 07) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 
10.40am.
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Uva - Paranagama 62689 51 35 3 B/Yahalaarawa Vidyalaya, Yahalaarawa (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that four UPFA supporters were loitering opposite the polling 
centre, attempting to influence and intimidate voters in the area at around 10.00am. 

Kendagolla Sri Bodhichethiyarama Vihara Dharma Shalawa, Kendagolla (No. 47)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UNP candidates Harin 
Fernando (No. 10), R.M. Ratnayake (No. 06) and UPFA candidate A.M.L.C.Nandasiri 
(No. 01) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 8.55am. 

B/Udaperuwa Vidyalaya, Udaperuwa (No. 50)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidate 
A.M.L.C. Nandasiri (No. 01) and UNP candidate Harin Fernando (No. 10) were scat-
tered on the road near the polling centre at around 7.20am. 

Welimada 74436 61 38 4 B/Landegama Vidyalaya, Landegama, Welimada - Hall No. 01 (No. 26)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UNP candidate Ravin-
dra Samaraweera (No. 07) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 
9.10am.

Community Hall, Dimuthugama (No. 16)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting some candidates belonging to the UPFA, 
UNP and JVP were displayed near the polling centre at around 11.00am. Details: 
UNP – 03 – Upali D. Samaraweera
UNP – 07 – Ravindra Samaraweera.
UPFA – 01 – A.M.L.C. Nandasiri
UPFA – 07 – N. Nimal Siripala de Silva
UPFA – 09 – W.J.M.U. Sanjaya Lokubandara

B/Bogahakumbura Maha Vidyalaya , Bogahakumbura - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 20 
and 21)
CMEV received a complaint that red flags were displayed in and around the area of the 
polling centres by JVP supporters at around 2.30pm. 
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Community Hall, Dimuthugama (No. 16)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets promoting UNP candidates Harin Fernando (No. 
10) and R.M. Ratnayaka (No. 06) were distributed to the voters by the supporters near 
the polling centre at around 11.00am.

Bandarawela 83147 65 65 1 Community Hall, Amunuduwa (No. 27)
It was reported to CMEV that the SPO of the polling centre had forced the CMEV mobile 
monitor to leave the centre within a very short time period. Due to this he was unable to 
gather the required details. 

Haputale 65209 59 45 1 Cultural Centre, Divisional Secretariat Premises, Haldummulla (No. 43)
CMEV received a complaint that a vehicle displaying posters of Democratic Party can-
didate R.K. Priyadarshani Perungondar (No. 02) was parked near the polling centre at 
around 9.10am.

TOTAL 610486 515 377 12
MONARAGALA 
DISTRICT
Bibila 83003 98 81 1 MO/Illukkaputhanna Junior School (No. 21)

CMEV received a complaint about a voter impersonation at around 11.20am. Sarath Gu-
nasiri Bandara, NIC number 720805081V, had gone to cast his vote but was informed by 
the SPO that his vote had already been cast. Further, CMEV was informed that he filed a 
complaint at Bibila Police Station regarding the incident. 

Monaragala 107678 114 94 6 Mo/Muthukandiya Stage 3 Junior School (No. 20)
CMEV received a complaint that some voters had been transported to the polling centre 
in a mini-truck with the registration number BAA-7076 at around 11.00am.

Mo/Mahakalugolla Junior School - Hall No. 02 (No. 22)
It was reported to CMEV that at around 12.00pm the voter list at the above polling centre 
had the UNP party logo prominently displayed on it. 

Samagi Awamangalyadara Samithi Shalawa, Samanalabedda (No. 13)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidate A.P.J. 
Pushpa Kumara (No. 01) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 
9.00am. 
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MO/4th Mile Post  Maha Vidyalaya (No. 12)
It was reported to CMEV that the SPO of the polling centre had obstructed a mobile 
monitor of CMEV by not allowing him to enter the polling centre at around 9.00am.

MO/Thenagallanda Maha Vidyalaya (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that the supporters of UNP candidates R.M. Ranjith Madduma 
Bandara (No. 07) and J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri (No. 04) were intimidating voters to vote 
for certain candidates near the polling centre at around 10.00am.

MO/Kivule-ara Junior School (No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting UNP candidate R.M. Ranjith Madduma 
Bandara (No. 07) were displayed on both sides of the road leading to the polling centre 
at around 7.30am. 

Wellawaya 149116 139 70 7 Galiramankada Sri Shailabimbaramaya, Kotaweheramankada (No. 104)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting UPFA candidate A.P.J.  Pushpa Kumara 
(No. 01) and UNP candidate Kattadige Sumathipala (No. 03) were displayed near the 
polling centre at around 11.15am.  

MO/Kithulkote Maha Vidyalaya, Subasewa Society Conference Hall, Thelulla Col-
ony and MO/Thelulla Colony Junior School (No. 52, 53 and 54) 
It was reported to CMEV at around 8.00am that leaflets and campaign materials promot-
ing UNP candidate J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri (No. 04) and UPFA candidates G. Wijith Wi-
jayamuni Soysa (No. 02) and H.A. Don Roshan Awantha Sirisena (No. 07) were found 
scattered near the polling centres. 

MO/Weharayaya Maha Vidyalaya (No. 58)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials promoting UPFA candidates G. Wi-
jith Wijayamuni Soysa (No. 02), H.A. Don Roshan Awantha Sirisena (No. 07) and H.W. 
Jagath Hemantha (No. 08) were scattered on the road on the way to the polling centre at 
around 6.30am.

Indunilpura Community Hall, Suriya-Ara and MO/Kalawelgala Junior School (No. 
94 and 95)
CMEV received a complaint that a cut-out of UNP candidate R.M. Ranjith Madduma 
Bandara (No. 07) was displayed on a road in between the polling centres at around 
12.00pm.
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MO/Thelulla Colony Junior School (No. 54)
It was reported to CMEV that UNP candidate Kattadige Sumathipala (No. 03) and three of 
his supporters joined the voters’ queue and asked them to vote for him at around 9.50am.
MO/Angunakolapelessa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 96)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting UPFA candidates A.P.J.  Pushpa Ku-
mara (No. 01), H.A. Don Roshan Awantha Sirisena (No. 07), and UNP candidate J.M. 
Ananda Kumarasiri (No. 04) were displayed near the polling centre at around 8.25am.

MO/Kalawelgala Junior School (No. 95)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign cards with the candidate numbers of UPFA can-
didates H.A. Don Roshan Awantha Sirisena (No. 07) and S.G. Jayasena (No. 06) were 
scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 9.25am.

TOTAL 339797 351 245 14
B A T T I C A L O A 
DISTRICT
Kalkudah 105 056 97 8 2 Campaign cards strewn on roads in the Kalkudah area 

It was reported to CMEV at around 9.10am that campaign cards promoting UPFA can-
didate S. Santhirakanthan (No. 07) were strewn from a van with the registration number 
EP PP-3030, on a road in the Kalkudah area. 

Party supporters providing soft drinks to voters
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.20am that supporters of UPFA candidate S. San-
thirakanthan (No. 07) had been providing soft drinks and asking voters to vote for the 
candidate. 

Batticaloa 172 499 165 0 1 BT/Pallamunai Aligar Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (Male) and Hall No. 02 (Female) (No. 
165)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate A.M. Hizbullah Mahmood 
Lebbe (No. 01) had distributed food at a gathering held near the polling centre at around 
3.10pm. 

Paddirippu 87 612 100 0 1 BT/Muthalaikuda Maha Vidyalaya (No. 92)
It was reported to CMEV that there was a 12 minute delay in commencement of voting 
at the polling centre. 

TOTAL 365 167 362 8 4
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DIGAMADULLA 
DISTRICT
Ampara 161 999 160 17 1 Vehicle displaying posters of a political party travelling around in the Dehiattakan-

diya area
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.00am that a van with the registration number 57-
5894 was displaying JVP posters and travelling around in the Dehiattakandiya area. 

Sammanthurai 80 357 87 0 3 Door-to-door campaign carried out by party supporters in the Akkaraipattu area
It was reported to CMEV at around 7.00am that a group of UPFA supporters including 
two school principals and some staff members of the Department of Education had been 
conducting a door-to-door campaign, urging people to vote for the UPFA in Akkaraipattu 
Urban Council area.

AK/Pallikudiyiruppu Al-Faisa Vidyalaya Pallikudiyiruppu - Hall No. 01 and 02 
(No. 72 and 73)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign cards promoting UNP candidates A.A.S. Mu-
hammad Sihabdeen (No. 01), M.L. Abdul Lathief (No. 05) and Mamangarajah Chithra-
pody (No. 06) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 6.00am.

Distribution of campaign materials in Sammanthurai
It was reported to CMEV that UPFA supporters had distributed campaign material near a 
playground on Flood Reservation Road, Sammanthurai at around 8.30am.

Kalmunai 71 254 66 0 3 KM/ Sainthamaruthu Al-Kamaroon Vidyalaya Sainthamaruthu - Hall No. 01 (No. 
03) 
It was reported to CMEV that a minor clash took place between supporters of UNP 
candidate H.M. Mohamed Harees (No. 10) and All Ceylon Muslim Congress (ACMC) 
candidate Aaboobucker Meerasahib Mohamed Siraz (No. 05) near the polling centre at 
around 12.45pm.

Party campaign materials scattered on roads in the Maruthamunai area
It was reported to CMEV at around 6.00am that campaign material of All Ceylon Muslim 
Congress (ACMC) were scattered on roads in Maruthamunai area.
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KM/ Leader M.H.M. Ashroff Vidyalaya, Sainthamaruthu - Hall No. 01 (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that two supporters of UNP candidate H.M. Mohamed Harees 
(No. 10) were distributing campaign material to voters near the polling centre at around 
9.59am.

Pottuvil 152 147 151 22 7 Party posters scattered on roads 
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.15am that UNP supporters had scattered posters 
on the roads around Pottuvil town, instructing voters not to vote for All Ceylon Muslim 
Congress (ACMC) as they would eventually join  UPFA Kurunegala District Candidate 
Mahinda Rajapakshe and attack members of the Muslim community, and therefore  to 
vote for the UNP instead.

Party campaign propaganda distributed in Pottuvil town
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.30am that campaign materials asking voters to vote 
for All Ceylon Muslim Congress (ACMC) candidate M.N. Mohamed Naseel (No. 8) 
were distributed in the Pottuvil town.

AK/Sinnaullai Al-Aksha Vidyalaya, Sinnaullai - Hall No 01 and 02 (No. 26 and 27)
It was reported to CMEV that a vehicle displaying the candidate number of All Ceylon 
Muslim Congress (ACMC) candidate Abdul Majeed Meerasahib (No. 03) was parked 
near the polling centre at around 10.10am. 

Party campaign materials scattered on roads
CMEV received a complaint that campaign materials containing the message ‘Do not 
vote for SLMC' and details supporting All Ceylon Muslim Congress (ACMC) candidate 
Abdul Majeed Meerasahib (No. 03) were scattered on roads all over Pottuvil.

Party supporters threatening voters 
CMEV received a complaint that a group of supporters of UPFA candidate A. Athaulla 
(No. 01) had been travelling around the electorate area from Pottuvil – Akkaraipatu at 
around 12.00 noon in a vehicle with the registration number 
254–1082 and had threatened voters to cast their votes him. 
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AK/Oluvil Al-Azhar Vidyalaya, Oluvil 04 - Hall No. 02 (No. 97)
It was reported to CMEV that an All Ceylon Muslim Congress (ACMC) representative 
who entered the polling centre at around 3.30pm to cast his vote had found UNP cam-
paign cards on the desk where the ballot boxes were placed. The ACMC representative 
had yelled at the SPO for allowing campaign materials to be displayed in the polling 
centre.

KM/Ninthavur Al-Asraq National School, Ninthavur - Hall No. 01 (No. 135)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.00am that voters were allowed to enter the polling 
centre without the SPO inspecting their NIC and it was suspected that he was doing it in 
favour of UNP candidate M.C. Mohomed Faizal (No. 09).

TOTAL 465 757 464 39 14
TRINCOMALEE 
DISTRICT
Seruvila 74 070 90 0 3 Rajawewa Vidyalaya, Rajawewa, Agbopura - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 29 and 30)

CMEV received a complaint that campaign cards promoting UNP candidate Aruna Siris-
ena Pituwala Liyanage (No. 02) were scattered on the road near the polling centre at 
around 7.15am.

Vendarsanpura Maha Vidyalaya, Vendarsanpura, Kantale (No. 47)
CMEV received a complaint that campaign cards promoting UPFA candidates S.G. 
Punchinilame (No. 07) and UNP candidate V. Sunil Shantha Ranaweera (No. 07) were 
scattered on the road near the polling centre at around 7.15am.

Parakkiramabahu Maha Vidyalaya, Padavi Sri Tissapura (No. 87) 
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of UPFA candidate N.W.M Jayantha Wijesekara 
(No. 05) were distributing campaign cards in the vicinity of the polling centre at around 
10.35am.  

Tricomalee 86 978 97 13 4 Pulmoddai Muslim Maha Vidyalayam, Pulmoddai (No. 91)
It was reported to CMEV at around 3.10pm that a PAFFREL observer was seen assisting 
the voters with inserting their ballot papers into the ballot box at the above polling cen-
tre. When an authorized mobile monitor asked the SPO about the task of the PAFFREL 
observer, the SPO said that the independent observer was eligible to assist the SPO.  
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Kanniya Government Tamil Mixed School, Kanniya - Hall No. 01 (No. 52)
It was reported to CMEV at around 9.00am that a voter with an invalid National Identity 
Card had tried to vote at the polling centre.

Pulmoddai Muslim Maha Vidyalayam, Pulmoddai and New Pre School Building, 
Thennamaravady (No. 91 and 93)
It was reported to CMEV at around 10.30am that supporters of UNP candidate Pallegeda-
ra Karunaratna (No. 05) and UPFA candidate S.G. Punchinilame (No. 07) had distributed 
campaign materials at the polling centres. 

Sinhapura Community Centre, Sinhapura, Trincomalee (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV that two voters had been threatened and asked not to vote by 
the JVP polling agent at the polling centre at around 10.30am.  

Mutur 95 804 98 15 3 Siraj Nagar Muslim Vidyalayam, Siraj Nagar - Hall No. 01 and 02 (No. 48 and 49)  
It was reported to CMEV that fake ballot papers with the name of UNP candidate M.S. 
Thowfeek (No. 06) marked on them were scattered on roads near the polling centre at 
around 8.55am.

Thoppur Al-Hamra Maha Vidyalayam, Thoppur - Hall No. 0l (No. 29)
It was reported to CMEV at around 1.50pm that the police officer who was on duty at 
the polling centre had been mistreating people and was failing to carry out the duties as-
signed to him.

Jaya Maha Vidyalayam, Sinnakinniya, Kinniya - Hall No. 02 (No. 64)
CMEV received a complaint at around 12.15pm regarding a UNP supporter named Mu-
jahir who had approached the public with a sticker on his forehead displaying the can-
didate number of UNP candidate M.S. Thowfeek and had asked the voters to cast their 
votes for the candidate. 

TOTAL 256 852 285 28 10
Grand Total 15,044,490 12,314 5513 335
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Election Day Violence Table I
Date : 17.08.2015

Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
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Election Day ViolenceTable II

Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
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Election Day Violence Table III

Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
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Election Day ViolenceTable IV

Source: Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
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Election Day Violence – Photographs
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A comparision of Spoiled Votes of recent 
Parliamentary General Elections
Since very first parliamentary election of Sri Lanka held in 1947, 16 par-
liamentary general elections have been conducted in this country while 
one election among those was held as a referendum. There has been a 
notable and gradual increase in the number of rejected votes in all such 
elections over the time. The percentage of rejected votes of the first Par-
liamentary election was 2.307% while that of the Parliamentary election 
held in 2010 was 6.92%, which in numbers, 596,972. The rejected num-
ber of votes and the percentages of Parliamentary elections held from 
1947 and of the referendum held in 1982 are illustrated in the table given 
below. 

One of the important aspect being reflected from the above table is that 
the numbers of rejected votes are considerably higher in Parliamentary 
elections held since 1989. It is obvious that the beginning of higher num-
ber of rejected votes has been since the Parliamentary election held in 
1989. One most possible reason for the noted higher percentage of re-
jected votes could be the introduction of the Preferential Representation 
system and holding the said election under the new system. However, the 
increased percentage of rejected votes denotes the complexities faced by 
voters in making their vote under the Preferential system compared to the 
much simpler way of voting under the previously practiced First Past the 
Post System. Thus, the highest percentage of rejected votes ever in the 
election history was recorded in the Parliamentary General Election held 
in 2010. 

Parliamentary General Election 2015
 
The socio-political context in which the most recent Parliamentary Gen-
eral election on 17th 2015 held was somewhat different. One of the 
emerging aspects in this election was the decisive role played by the so-
cial media platform including the face book. It is important to assess the 
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continuation of the rate of rejected votes despite there were reasonable 
efforts via social media platform including the face book to raise aware-
ness of the importance of voting and as to how to vote; which brought a 
legitimate expectation of having lesser number of rejected votes. 

In analyzing the election results and affiliated factors related to this elec-
tion, higher number of rejected votes have been recorded from areas 
where there was a decades of war and in Nuwar Eliya district in which 
predominantly the majority is Up-Country Tamil community. Regardless 
of awareness raising programmes planned and conducted targeting the 
said areas, the final election result indicates that it is a must to think of 
more affirmative action to increase the voter knowledge. Other than gen-
eral awareness raising approaches, one of the effective measures in this 
regard will be to design a coordinated knowledge building programme 
in collaboration with printed media and Grama Niladharies in respective 
areas where the issue is grave. 

District level numbers & percentages on rejected votes 

Based on an attitude of boycotting the entire election, the voters may tend 
to scrape the vote. Nowadays, a common reason for rejected votes has 
been that the voters mistakenly perceive number of Independent Groups 
as if preferential number and according mark their vote. Besides, the fol-
lowing situations will also be considered as rejected votes during the 
counting process. 

1. Ballot papers without the official symbol

2. Ballot papers in which the vote has been marked for more than 
one recognized political party

3. Ballot papers in which the vote has been marked for more than 
one Independent Group

4. Ballot papers in which the vote has been marked for more than 
one recognized political party or Independent Group

5. Other than the printed number of the opposite side, the ballot 
papers on which anything is marked to recognize the voter’s 
identity 

6. Ballot papers not marked

7. Ballot papers unable to recognize the political party or the 
Independent Group to which the vote has been cast
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Despite the witnessing of higher percentages of rejected votes in elec-
tions in Sri Lanka; it is not impossible to minimize the number of rejected 
votes to a considerable low level. What is needed and important is the 
Election Commission and other mandated institutions in connection with 
election administration to work together and adopt one coherent and well-
coordinated strategy and approach in addressing the core of the issue. In 
every election, in order to build the knowledge of voters, the Department 
of Elections puts a huge effort and similarly even in the most recent this 
election, it has conducted such knowledge building programmes in vari-
ous selected parts of the country. It should also be mentioned that the for-
mer Election Commissioner’s commendable effort in collaboration with 
CMEV and other monitoring bodies to raise awareness of voters in this 
general election and also in the Presidential Election held early 2015. 
However, when observing the national level election results, it is obvious 
that higher percentages of rejected votes largely being reported from rural 
areas and in the plantation sector. The difficulty in memorizing preferen-
tial numbers and also the length of the ballot paper with higher number of 
candidates could also be one of the reasons to have more rejected votes. It 
should however be highlighted that the main political parties or the trade 
unions functioning particularly in the estate sector have not extended their 
fullest support to the Election Commissioner (before the appointment of 
the Election Commission) in connection with not only in awareness rais-
ing but also in core aspects of any election such as voter registration. It 
has unfortunately been a usual practice in Sri Lanka that in in making a 
choice for his/her representative, the citizens are happened to get exclud-
ed from the entire electoral process in various ways under the propotional 
representative system. Similarly the Tamil community having an Indian 
origin deprived of their franchise in the past, currently around 1.5 million 
people working in middle-east in particular and abroad in general plus the 
people with disabilities have faced a serious issue of being subject to get 

their franchise deprived. It is unfortunate that despite some positive ac-
tions taken by the Department of Elections to mitigate above mentioned 
challenges, the main political parties including members of the parlia-
ment have not put sufficient attention in this regard. 

Therefore, it should be mentioned that today, being a time having a ten-
dency towards electoral reforms, the above explained central issue of 
having higher number of rejected votes will have to be at the center of 
attention of the mandated authorities.  
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General  Election 2015
Province District Regis.

Electors
Total 
Polled

Total Polled 
Percentage

Valid 
Votes

Valid Votes 
Percentage 

Rejected 
Votes

Rejected Votes 
Percentage

Western Province Colombo 1,586,598 1,252,271 78.93% 1,208,899 96.54% 43,372 3.46%
Gampaha 1,637,537 1,280,647 78.21% 1,224,401 95.61% 56,246 4.39%
Kalutara 897,349 719,001 80.13% 697,635 97.03% 21,366 2.97%

North Western Province Kurunegala 1,266,443 1,008,459 79.63% 962,423 95.44% 46,036 4.56%
Puttalam 553,009 380,632 68.83% 357,508 93.92% 23,124 6.08%

Southern Province Galle 819,666 639,318 78.00% 624,211 97.64% 15,107 2.36%
Matara 623,818 490,409 78.61% 477,717 97.41% 12,692 2.59%
Hambantota 462,911 375,885 81.20% 365,829 97.32% 10,056 2.68%

North Central Province Anuradhapura 636,733 503,845 79.13% 475,383 94.35% 28,462 5.65%
Polonnaruwa 307,125 245,116 79.81% 236,462 96.47% 8,654 3.53%

Central Province Kandy 1,049,160 830,165 79.13% 793,100 95.54% 37,065 4.46%
Matale 379,675 298,917 78.73% 277,380 92.79% 21,537 7.21%
Nuwara Eliya 534,150 420,734 78.77% 387,946 92.21% 32,788 7.79%

Sabaragamuwa Province Kegalle 649,878 518,674 79.81% 499,694 96.34% 18,980 3.66%
Ratnapura 810,082 655,222 80.88% 632,196 96.49% 23,026 3.51%

Uva Province Badulla 620,486 496,849 80.07% 472,682 95.14% 24,167 4.86%
Monaragala 339,797 272,279 80.13% 262,988 96.59% 9,291 3.41%

Eastern Province Digamadulla 465,757 344,618 73.99% 326,195 94.65% 18,423 5.35%
Trincomalee 256,852 190,938 74.34% 180,396 94.48% 10,542 5.52%
Batticaloa 365,167 252,397 69.12% 238,846 94.63% 13,551 5.37%

Northern Province Vanni 253,058 181,930 71.89% 164,775 90.57% 17,155 9.43%
Jaffna 529,239 325,805 61.56% 300,309 92.17% 25,496 7.83%

Total 15,044,490 11,684,111 77.66% 11,166,975 95.57% 517,136 4.43%

Percentage of Rejected Votes in Parliamentary General Election 2015
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A Comparison of Voter Turnout of Recent four Elections
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Profile of Voter Turnout of Recent Elections
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Web Media Coverage on the election period
Date Link
16.07.15 http://kottu.org/blog/10131/popular/ 

11.07.15 http://blogs.sathutu.com/?p=23551 

18.08.15 http://www.island.lk/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_title=130159 

21.08.15 http://www.newsradio.lk/cmev-observational-report-on-the-election/

16.08.15 https://www.ceylontoday.lk/90-101074-news-detail-poll-situation-under-control-20000-local-and-348-foreign-poll-observers-de-
ployed.html

17.08.15 http://www.dailymirror.lk/83649/voting-for-general-elections-commences

17.08.15 http://colombogazette.com/2015/08/17/local-election-monitors-note-polls-peaceful-fair/

17.08.15 http://www.vivalanka.com/newspage/1196083ai-sri-lanka-elections-2015--live-commentary--result-mid-night

19.07.15 http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2015/07/19/new32.asp

18.08.15 http://www.lankabusinessonline.com/sri-lanka-elections-2015-live-commentary/

18.08.15 http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2015/08/02/cmev-striving-for-the-rights-of-disabled-voters/

15.08.15 http://www.ft.lk/article/458195/Election-monitors-predict-peaceful-polls

17.08.15 http://vimasuma.com/new_full_story.php?subcatcode=2&newscode=124966281
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17.08.15 https://slkdiaspo.hypotheses.org/4924’

03.08.15 http://www.fastnews.lk/6092/slmc-attacks-journalists-at-potuvil-cmev/

13.08.15 http://icaruswept.com/2015/08/13/voting-guidelines-for-the-general-election/

16.08.15 http://srilankamirror.com/news/item/5745-sri-lanka-ensure-safe-secure-free-polls

17.08.15 http://nuzzel.com/story/08172015/cmev/parliamentary_general_election_2015_election_day_communique_2

20.08.15 http://www.army.lk/detailed.php?NewsId=10240

28.07.15 http://nation.lk/online/2015/07/28/voting-trends-at-sri-lankas-elections/

16.08.15 http://www.sundaytimes.lk/150816/news/more-than-30000-local-international-observers-to-monitor-tomorrows-polls-160784.html

11.07.15 http://twicsy.com/i/QMqowi

16.07.15 http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:UwHoHr-4Z_sJ:et.wordpress.com/tag/general-election-2015/+&cd=60&h
l=en&ct=clnk&gl=lk

17.08.15 http://adn21.asia/?p=2309

11.07.15 http://www.lankanewsalert.com/english/archives/12400

https://www.hrw.org/ms/node/280264

17.08.15 http://www.hirunews.lk/115046/most-peaceful-election-in-recent-past-say-monitors-genelecsl

22.07.15 http://issuu.com/janibee/docs/draft_letter_for_ec_with_requests_f
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Print Media Coverage on the election period

CMEV Newspaper articles- English

Date Newspaper Ref. Page Number Topic 

19/7/2015 Ceylon today pg C1 The art of observing- Foreign election observers 

19/7/2015 Ceylon today pg A2 Political appointments, perks handed out- Spree of election law violations 

22/7/2015 Ceylon today pg 2 40 Election monitors coming 

23/07/2015 Ceylon today pg 8 over 70 inciddents of election violence within a week- Cartoon 

24/7/2015 Ceylon Today  The Law on elections 

27/7/2015 Ceylon today Pg 6 Election monitors cross fingers 

29/07/2015 Ceylon today Pg 3 Government servants new appointments ascend 

1/8/2015 Ceylon today Pg A3 Pollsn violence on the rise 

2/8/2015 Ceylon today Pg c12 Franchise for all 

6/8/2015 Ceylon today Pg A3 CMEV records 508 incidents 

8/8/2015 Ceylon Today Pg 3 Sharp increase in election violence 

9/8/2015 Ceylon Today Pd C1 C2 The never ending saga of posters 

11/8/2015 Ceylon today  Polls violence 

16/08/2015 Ceylon today pg A10 Poll situation under control 

24/08/2015 Ceylon today Pg A5 From skulduggery to civilization election law violations take a nosedive 

 

14/7/2015 Daily FT pg 15 CMEV calls on public to vote for good governance 
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8/9/2015 Daily FT Pg 4 CMEV annalysis on increase of state resources incriminates regional politicians

17/08/2015 Daily FT Pg 2 CMEV issues Interim report

 

6/8/2015 Daily Leader Pg 9 Past and present Electoral process  

9/8/2015 Daily Leader Pg 5 The unstoppable misuse of state property 

6/8/2015 Daily Leader Pg 1 Minor incidents during postal votes 

11/8/2015 Daily Leader  CMEV records 114 major incidents 

17/08/2015 Daily Leader  Over 810 Election related complaints received 

18/08/2015 Daily Leader pg 2 Election monitors record 316 incidents 

 

7/7/2015 Daily mirror pg.A4 CMEV has received 33 complaints over the General election 

14/7/2015 Daily mirror Pg 3 Incidents have been reported to CMEV frommany areas 

21/7/2015 Daily Mirror Pg 5 54 polls observers invitted by CMEV 

27/7/2015 Daily mirror Pg A2 Polling stations sans reasonable access hinder disabled voters

28/07/2015 Daily mirror Pg 7 CMEV to depoly 40 Foreign observers 

29/07/2015 Daily Mirror Pg A7 Recall of past general election violence 

2/8/2015 Daily mirror Pg 3 341 arrested for election law violations 

7/8/2015 Daily mirror Pg 6 Casting of postal votes went off peacefully : CMEV 

9/8/2015 Daily mirror Pg A8 CMEV says 637 election law violations to date 

12/8/2015 Daily mirror Pg A4 Pamphlet in Braile for voters with disabilities 

17/08/2015 Daily mirror  Voting Today 
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9/7/2015 Daily news Pg.3 Over 6000 observers at polling stations 

17/8/2015 Daily News  "Best behaved" pre-poll period marred during last two days 

 

19/7/2015 Sunday Isalnd pg 7 Six major election incidents, two involved firearms 

 

19/7/2015 Sunday Leader pg 2 Local election observers deployed around the Island 

2/8/2015 Sunday Leader Pg 2 CMEV striving for the rights of disable voters 

 

19/7/2015 Sunday Observer Pg3 Cont. 10 No legal authority but Election monitors ready for action 

16/08/2015 Sunday Observer Pg 8 General election 2015-Sri Lankan voter 

23/08/2015 Sunday Observer Pg 3 State media neautral and responsible 

 

16/08/2015 Sunday Times Pg 8 CMEV will depoly 5000 observers to monitor elections 

 

7/7/2015 The Island Pg 1 Election monitors to be deployed countryewide 

21/7/2015 The Island Pg 3 Programme to encourage differently abled to vote 

8/5/2015 The Island Pg 3 Nine violations during postal voting 

8/6/2015 The Island Pg 1 Contd. 4 Monitors say UNP supporter had links with Wattala killers 

8/6/2015 The Island Pg 3 Polls Chief promises to probe misuse of children's hospital ambulance for electioneering 
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CMEV Newspaper articles- Sinhala 
Date Newspaper Ref. Page Number Topic 

10/7/2015 Ada Newspaper pg 3 7000 Obsevers to be deployed by the CMEV for election monitoring
20/7/2015 Ada Newspaper Pg 1 160 foreign observers to monitor election ( Methiwarana nirikshanayta Widesha 

Nirikshkayan 160k)

21/7/2015 Ada newspaper Pg1 Cont. pg 4 Police has arrested 69 over 51 compliants received-58 complaints reported to CMEV 

(Policiyata lebunu peminili 51ta 69k athadanguwata)

23/07/2015 Ada Newspaper pg 12 Marking a ballot paper differs from election to election( Chanda pathrikawak salakunu 

kirima chandayen chandayata wenas)
24/7/2015 Ada Newspaper Pg 1 and Cont 102 arrested over 78 complaints( Mathiwarana peminili 78ta 102 athadanguwata) 
28/07/2015 Ada Newspaper Pg 3 Increase in election complaints (Mathiwarana peminli wediwei) 
3/8/2015 Ada Newspaper  A special security around the postal vote marking centres ( Thepel chanda madyast-

hana awata wisheshaa arakshawak)
6/8/2015 Ada Newspaper Pg 1 Cont 4 More than thousand election law violations (Mathiwarana Neethi ullanganaya kirima 

dahasa pani)

6/8/2015 Ada Newspaper Pg 1 Cont 4 With the invitation of the election commsioner 110 over 120 foreign observers starts 

election monitoring in SL ( Makoge aaradanayen peminili widesh nirikshakayo 120n 

110k weda arabai)

7/8/2015 Ada Newspaper Pg 1 Casting of postal votes went off peacefully : CMEV ( Thepel Chandaya itha saamak-

ami) 

17/08/2015 Ada Newspaper  Election campiagn is peaceful compared to the other elections( Mathiwarana Pracha-

raka katayuthu pera mathiwarana walata saapekshwa nidahas ha samakami) 

17/08/2015 Ada Newspaper  Election monitors's press conference ( Mathiwarana nirkshakayange maaadya hamu-

wa) 

18/08/2015 Ada Newspaper pg 2 Election ends peacefully 
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5/8/2015 Deshaya  737 incidents reported to the CMEV (Mathiwarana Prachandakriya nirikshana mady-

asthanaya wetha prachandakriya 737 waartha we) 

 
9/7/2015 Dinamina Pg.3 7000 Obsevers to be deployed by the CMEV for election monitoring( Methiwarana 

nirikshnayata 7000ka pirisak)

21/7/2015 Dinamina Pg2 40 International observers to be depolyed by CMEV ( Mathiwarana nirikshanayata 

Wides nirikshakayo 40k)
5/8/2015 Dinamina  Marking of postal votes ends peacefully ( Thepel Chanda wimasima saamakaami)
7/8/2015 Dinamina Pg 8 Election violence; Reflection of the Bluemendal incident( Mathiwarana prachanda-

kriya; Bluemendal Kawluwen eha)

10/8/2015 Dinamina  628 Election law violence ( Mathiwarana neethi ullanganaya kirim 628i) 
17/08/2015 Dinamina Pg 9 All election monitoring bodies contributed to the election process ( Sema methiwarana 

nirikshana sanwidanayakma mathiwarana kriyawaliyata daayaka una) 
3/8/2015 Dinamina  402 election violations (Mathiwarana prachandakriya 402i) 
 
7/7/2015 Lakbima pg.1 Cont. pg.2 6000 observers to be deployed by the CMEV( Prachandakriya Nirikshanyata 6000)
17/7/2015 Lakbima pg 5 What are the election laws? ( Methiwarana neethi yanu monawada?)
20/7/2015 Lakbima Pg 4 Voter education programme for rural officers( Methiwarana kriyawaliya pilibadawa 

Grama niladarin denuwath kere)

21/7/2015 Lakbima Pg 1 40 International observers to be depolyed by CMEV ( Mathiwarana nirikshanayata 

Wides nirikshakayo 40k)

27/7/2015 Lakbima Pg 4 To make a complain there must be a reason (Chodana nagenne hethu nathuwa nowe)
3/8/2015 Lakbima Pg 2 1500 observers for the postal votes 
4/8/2015 Lakbima Pg 04 5,66,823 Voters regitsered for the postal votes (Thapel chandaya denna chandadaay-

akayan 5,66,823k)

16/08/2015 Lakbima Pg 20 No posters and cutouts is a reason for the reduction of election violence  (Poster cutout 

awama weema prachandakriya aduwimata hethuwak) 
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21/7/2015 Lankadeepa Pg 2 40 International observers to be depolyed by CMEV ( Mathiwarana nirikshanayata 

Wides nirikshakayo 40k)

30/07/2015 Lankadeepa Pg 2 272 complaints received to CMEV over election law violations ( mathiwaran neethi 

ullangaya kirim 272k)

30/07/2015 Lankadeepa Pg1 CMEV obsereves election all aroung the country (Mathiwarana nirikshaya rata pura 

kriyathmakai) 

8/7/2015 Lankadeepa Pg 1 Cont. Pg 15 Postal votes at its optimal level ( Thepel chandaya prashastha mattamaka) 
10/8/2015 Lankadeepa  637 incidents related to the General election; 3 deaths among them ( Mahachandeta 

adala siddin 637i athara minis ghaathana thunak) 

15/8/2015 Lankadeepa  31000 local and foreign observers for the general election ( Mahachandayata des wides 

nirikshayan 31000k)

15/8/2015 Lankadeepa  South Asian observers starts work from today (Dakunu asiyanu mathiwarana nirik-

shakayo ada sita weda )

17/08/2015 Lankadeepa  CMEV to monitor counting centres 
 
14/08/2015 Mawbima  25000 local and foreign observers for the General election ( Mahachandeta des wids 

nirikshakayan 25000k)

17/08/2015 Mawbima  Election seems to be peacful although we have murders assaults and threats etc>)
 
10/7/2015 Rivira Newspaper pg 3 6000 deployed to monitor elections 
28/7/2015 Rivira Newspaper Pg 25 Programme to encourage persons with disabilty ( Abaditha pudgalayan dirimath kirime 

methiwarana wedasatahanak) 

17/08/2015 Rivira Newspaper  5000 deployed to monitor elections 
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CMEV Newspaper articles- Tamil

Date Newspaper Ref. Page Number Topic 

18/08/2015 Metro Newspaper Pg 15 One arrested while pasting posters 

18/08/2015 Metro Newspaper pg 17 Election monitor threatened in Jaffna - Election monitoring missions 

18/08/2015 Metro Newspaper Pg 1 Supporter arrested for having his candidates picture pasted on his forehead

18/08/2015 Metro Newspaper pg 4 Election monitors threatened in Anuradhapura 

 

18/08/2015 Nawamani pg 1 UPFA Candidate Angajan Ramanathan supporters threatenes election monitors / Election 
monitors threatened in Anuradhapura  

18/08/2015 Nawamani Pg 2 316 Incidents reported during General Election 

19/08/2015 Nawamani Pg 2 One arrested for violating Election laws

 

13/7/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 3 International observers deployed by CMEV 

13/8/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 2 Motor cycle belongs to SLMC supporter set on fire 

13/8/2015 Sudar Oli pg 5 "737 Election related violence reported" - Reports Election monitoring missions 

21/7/2015 Sudar oli Pg 1 Trying to make false propaganda to scare the public

8/8/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 9 Development Officer threatened 

8/8/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 9 188 Polling cards recovered by police 

13/8/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 2 Douglas Devananda violates Election law- Reports Election monitoring missions 

16/08/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 24 Think about the future and cast your vote 

16/08/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 1 Think about the future and cast your vote 
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16/08/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 1 Cont 7 172 International monitors arives in Sri Lanka

16/08/2015 Sudar Oli Pg 1 Think about the future and cast your vote… Continued

 

18/08/2015 Tamil Mirror pg 5 Election violence reported in the Central province 

18/08/2015 Tamil Mirror Pg 4 Election monitors receive threats 

 

1/8/2015 Thinakaran Pg 4 Election expected in a calm atmosphere

3/8/2015 Thinakaran Pg 9 Federalism is not seperatism 

5/8/2015 Thinakaran Pg 3 CMEV was granted permission to monitor postal voting 

8/8/2015 Thinakaran Pg 2 7 Election related violence reported / With 1280 posters and 932 leaflets, one person ar-
rested in Puttalam/ JVP candidate Mr. Mohammed Ismail assaulted by unknown persons  

15/8/2015 Thinakaran Pg 4 31 000 people deployed to monitor elections 

17/08/2015 Thinakaran Pg 10 All must corporate for a free and fair election 

17/08/2015 Thinakaran  Use your franchise- Election monitoring missions 

 

19/7/2015 Thinakural Pg 6 43 Election related violence within 5 days 

30/07/2015 Thinakural Pg 3 Election fever up, also violence

1//8/2015 Thinakural Pg 5 There is no seperatism in TNA manifesto 

3/8/2015 Thinakural pg 12 Supporter attacked while pasting posters 

15/8/2015 Thinakural Pg 3 759 incidents and 3 murders reported in one month  

3/8/2015 Thinakural pg 12 Three wheeler drivers attack JVP supporters 
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4/8/2015 Thinakural Pg 13 Independent candidate assaulted in Vavuniya

4/8/2015 Thinakural Pg 4 Postal voting was peaceful 

6/8/2015 Thinakural Pg 4 Small incidents reported in Postal voting 

6/8/2015 Thinakural Pg 1 Postal voting in the second floor and election meeting in the first floor. Incident reported 
in Trinco Municipal Council 

8/8/2015 Thinakural Pg 1 and 6 7 Offices were ransacked in one night at Galle

16/08/2015 Thinakural Pg 3 Vote without fear - Election monitoring missions 

17/08/2015 Thinakural  Hand granade attack at Jaffna TNA office 

8/8/2015 Thinakural Pg 3 Person arrested with unauthorised posters 

 

6/8/2015 Udayan Pg 23 Development Officer threatened in Vavuniya

 

13/8/2015 Virakesari Pg 23 714 Election related violence reported 

17/08/2015 Virakesari  Hand granade attack at Jaffna TNA office 

18/08/2015 Virakesari Pg 23 One arrested for violating Election laws
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