
 

 

 

 

 

Presidential Election 2015 

Post Election Communiqué 02 

14   January 2015  

At present CMEV has recorded a total of 45 incidents with 27 major incidents and 18 minor 
incidents in the post poll period.  The rise in such incidents is worrying and CMEV urges the 
President and the law enforcement officers to take immediate action to prevent further 
incidents and to bring the perpetrators of those detailed below, to book. 

13th January petrol bomb attack in Galle  

It was reported to CMEV that a house belonging to Minister Sajin Vass Gunawardena in 
Ambalangoda Thuduwa Mulla had been attacked. According to the security guard who was 
there at the time, three petrol bombs had been thrown at the house at about 8. 45 pm which 
caused damages to the walls and windows of the house. A police complaint has been filed at 
the Ambalangoda Police Station in pages 78, 79 and 80. Speaking to CMEV, Mr Gunawardena 
stated that this type of violence must be stopped.   

12th January residence stoned in Polonnaruwa 

CMEV received a complaint from the Polonnaruwa Electorate where the residence of D.R. 
Asanthika Munaweera, a supporter of United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) living at 
15/19C, Udawela Nawanagaraya was stoned at about 2 am. According to the victim, she and 
her two children had been at home at that time and her mother’s house which was also nearby, 
had been stoned.  

11th January attack in Polonnaruwa  

According to the CMEV monitor in Polonnaruwa, a group of people had broken into the house 
of D.M. Leelawathi and K.M. Karunarathne, supporters of New Democratic Front (NDF), at 
about 1.30 pm and attacked and wounded the residents including their two sons. The assailants 
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had arrived in motorcycles carrying metal rods and attacked the four people in the house. Both 
parties suffered injuries in the fight that ensued, with one of the sons of the victims Sunil 
Premaratne (aged 32) rendered mute after severe head injuries.  The victims have been taken 
to the Polonnaruwa Hospital while the assailants were taken to Welikanda Hospital for 
treatment. A police complaint was filed by Mr Karunarathne at the Welikanda Police Station 
under CIN 01 355/57. In the complaint, they have accused several people namely, Rukman, 
Chamara, Vikum, Manjula, Asanka and Chaminda who are known to be supporters of United 
People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA). According to the CMEV monitor, this incident had followed a 
dispute that took place on the day before the Presidential Elections (January 7th) when the 
victims had been engaged in campaign activities supporting NDF and the assailants had 
confronted them.  

11th January UPFA supporter’s house burnt in Chilaw  

It was reported to CMEV that the residence of United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) 
supporter Uruliyagamage Bandula had been burnt at about 10 30 pm by United National Party 
(UNP) supporters led by UNP Pradeshiya Sabha member Lalith Ananda. A police complaint has 
been filed at the Madampe Police Station under MCR 66/62.  

11th January UPFA supporter’s house burnt in Rakwana  

Another incident of a house being set on fire was reported to CMEV from the Rakwana area. 
The house belonged to United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) supporter Lionel Fernando 
who suspects supporters of New Democratic Front (NDF) to be responsible for it. He has filed a 
complaint at the Rakwana Police Station under MOIB 138/62.  

11th January attack in Kandy  

CMEV received a complaint of an attack on Supun Pushpakumara, spokesperson for United 
National Party (UNP) who was threatened by Pradeshiya Sabha member K. Rajanayaka (a 
supporter of UNP). According to Mr Pushpakumara, the assailant and his followers had arrived 
at his house in two cabs and called out to him. When he went outside to meet them, they had 
beaten him and left him in a nearby ditch. He had filed a police complaint at the Galaha Police 
Station under MOB 363/21.  

11th January UNP convoy attacked in Kandy  

An assault in Pathadumbara in Kandy to a convoy led by opposition leader United National 
Party (UNP) A.G. Wijethunga was reported to CMEV. The convoy consisting of 1 bus, 10 three-
wheelers and 4 lorries, had been leaving a meeting addressed by President Maithripala Sirisena 
when it was attacked. According to Mr Wijethunga, about 30 supporters of United People’s 



Freedom Alliance (UPFA) Pradeshiya Sabha member, U. S. Prasanna had halted the bus and 
attacked it. 9 individuals had been admitted to the Jambugaspitiya Hospital and later 
transferred to Peradeniya Hospital. A police complaint had been filed under CIB 11169/130. 
CMEV was informed by the Wattegama Police Station that three suspects were arrested and 
that 8 persons were receiving treatment at the Peradeniya Hospital.   

 
11th January UPFA office stoned in Madirigiriya, Polonnaruwa  

A CMEV monitor in Polonnaruwa reported an attack on a United People’s Freedom Alliance 
(UPFA) office in Polonnaruwa by a group of unidentified people at about 1 pm. Damages 
include the destroying of UPFA cutouts.   

11th January residence stoned in Polonnaruwa  

The stoning of a residence in Polonnaruwa by a group of unknown people at about 11.30pm, 
was reported to CMEV. According to the resident Anuradha Sandamali who is a supporter of 
United People Freedom Alliance (UPFA), the house had been repeatedly pelted with stones 
which caused damages to the house. A police complaint had not been filed.  

11th January Tar attack in Anuradhapura 

It was reported to CMEV that the residence of N.M Nawaratna Banda who is a United People’s 
Freedom Alliance (UPFA) supporter (No 530, Hurulu Nikawewa, Galenbinduna Wewa) had been 
damaged by a tar attack by unknown people at about 2am.   

 

10th January attack in Gampaha 

CMEV was informed of an attack in Ja Ela when 10 – 12 vehicles had been driven to the 
residence of United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) supporter Sunith Gunasekara and 
assaulted his wife and  mother. A police complaint had been filed under CIB III 107/135 at the Ja 
Ela Police Station and in it, the suspect is identified as United National Party (UNP) Urban 
Councillor Anju. 

 

10th January threat and intimidation in Kandy 

It was reported to CMEV that Prof. Sujith Nissanka’s life had been threatened by four 
unidentified people who had arrived in a double cab at the Kandy Sokanchi Primary School at 



about 7.30 pm. Prof Nissanka had predicted the victory of President Maithripala Sirisena in a TV 
programme on Sirisa TV recently. A police complaint had been filed under 119 CIB 314/11. 

 

9th January threat and intimidation in Polonnaruwa  

It was reported to CMEV that the residence of A.G. Dilani Gaya Sanjiwani, a supporter of United 
People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) was broken into by a group of people who had threatened 
the residents. A police complaint had been filed at the Aralaganwila Police Station under EIB 
251/53 and in it, a person known as Dharmarathna, a supporter of New Democratic Front (NDF) 
has been named as a suspect.  

A similar incident took place on the same day at the residence of Dugganaralage Biso Manike, a 
supporter of United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA), when a group of unidentified people 
had broken into their residence at about 9.45pm and caused damages to property including 
doors and windows. A police complaint had been filed at the Aralaganwila Police Station under 
EIB 258/55.  

8th January polling agents attacked in Gampola, Kandy 

It was reported to CMEV that three polling agents on duty at the Mountain Temple Building 
Polling Station in Gampola had been attacked by United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) 
Urban Councillor Dharshana Nayanatharanga and supporters. The three individuals S.G.H.M. 
Jayalal, S.L. Bandara and S. Prasad Kumara were attacked soon after the ballot boxes were 
ready to be taken to the counting centres. 

 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media 
Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political Violence as an independent and non-
partisan organisation to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is 
made up of CPA and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre.  

 CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org  
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