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Presidential Election – 2010 
 

Media Communiqué No. 02 
 
3rd January 2010 Colombo Sri Lanka CMEV notes with concern the escalation of 
violence in the Presidential Election.  
 
CMEV has received reports of 04 Major Incidents of election related violence on 03rd 
January. Instances of the use of fire arms have gone up to 16. CMEV highlights the most 
recent two incidents below; 
 
A clash between UPFA and NDF Supporters in Kiribathgoda 
At about 11.15 am on 3rd January CMEV learnt that a group of supporters of 
Presidential Candidate, Sarath Fonseka, were attacked allegedly by a group of UPFA 
supporters. 
 
At around 11.20 am CMEV contacted Ashoka Ranwala, former Provincial Council 
member of the Western Province, who told CMEV that a  group of JVP supporters who 
were engaging in campaigning activities in the Kiribathogoda area were assaulted by a 
group of supporters of Minister Mervin Silva. He further alleged that the Kiribathgoda 
Police who came to the scene of the incident also attacked the JVP supporters. 
 
At around 11.30 am CMEV contacted the Kiribathgoada Police in this regard. A woman 
police officer told to CMEV that the responsible officers were not available at the station 
and that the problem has been settled by the police. 
 
CMEV Field Monitor visited the Place at around 11.45 am and interviewed several 
people who witnessed the incident. 
 
 An eyewitness who was affected by the tear gas informed the CMEV Field Monitor that 
the JVP supporters who were proceeding to the Kiribathgoda Junction from the 
direction of Gampaha were confronted by a group comprising members of the Kelaniya 
Pradeshiya Sabha, Samurdhi Officers and others who were armed with clubs and 
bottles filled with sand near the Kiribathgoda Buddha Statue.  It is alleged that they 
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assaulted the JVP supporters and that this led to a violent confrontation between the 
two groups.  
  
A shop owner informed the CMEV field monitor that an unidentified group who were 
with the UPFA supporters threw tear gas canisters towards the JVP supporters when 
the clash was going on. He further noted that they were in civilian clothes and that the 
Police arrived on the scene after the use of the tear gas and dispersed the crowd. 
 
At around 03.00 pm CMEV contacted Sanjaya Sujeewa, a JVP member of the Kelaniya 
Pradeshiya Sabha who was part of the rally. He related the incident and provided 
information with regard to the incidents preceding it including an attack on a JVP party 
office located near the Wanawasala Railway Station on 02nd January. He said that a 
complaint was not made with regard to the Kiribathgoda incident as they had no faith 
in the Kiribathgoda Police.  A complaint however has been made to police head 
quarters. He further alleged that the four UPFA Members of the Kelaniya PS namely 
Sarath Chandra Dias, Hasitha Madawala, Jayantha Kabral and Sunil Soysa and Sarath 
Silva and a UPFA member of the Peliyagoda Urban Council were amongst the 
perpetrators. 
 
CMEV contacted the Election Secretariat at around 03.20 pm today, T.M.Bandara (SI) 
told CMEV that they received a telephone call regarding the incident and that they  
informed the Kiribathgoda Police in this regard. 
 
At around 03.30 pm CMEV contacted the Kiribathgoda Police Station. CMEV spoke 
with OIC, Chamindha Edirisooriya (IP) to get further details regarding the incident. He 
informed CMEV that the incident was not related to the election. 
 
At around 04.45 pm CMEV contacted Hasitha Madawala, a UPFA member of the 
Kelaniya PS who told CMEV that when he went to the bank for his personal work, he 
saw a group of JVP supporters who were acting violently and that he took a small club 
only as a precaution. He further explained that was not involved in the incident and 
that JVP supporters attacked the vehicles parked nearby as well. 
 
Sarath Chandra Dias, a UPFA member of Kelaniya PS told to CMEV that when they 
were engaging in the campaigning activities a group of JVP and UNP supporters- 
approximately 500-1000- confronted them and that the JVP and UNP supporters 
attacked them with iron batons and stones. He further stated that the UPFA members 
had defended themselves with the same weapons used by the perpetrators. 
 
 CMEV learnt that the Kandy Colombo main road was jammed with traffic due the 
tense situation that had arisen in the area.  
 
Threat to JVP Supporters in Dimbulagala, Polonnaruwa 
CMEV received a complaint from Nalin Samarasinghe, a JVP supporter on 03rd January 
at around 01.40am. He complained that the JVP party office located in Elle Wewa, 



Weeralanda, had been attacked and that the decorations had been set fire to by Jagath 
Samarawickrama, the Chairman of the Dimbulagala Pradeshiya Sabah and four others 
who came dressed in home guard uniforms. The complainant informed CMEV that 
they were seen carrying four T56 Guns and that they came in a white color cab without 
a number plate. They also threatened JVP supporters who were in the premises.  
 
CMEV contacted Nalin Samarasinghe to ascertain further details regarding the incident 
on 03rd December. He informed CMEV that the vehicle belonged to the Mahaveli 
Authority and that they identified the vehicle registration number-59-1269- from the 
information received from the residents of the area. He further told CMEV that Sunil 
Senaratnea  JVP supporter, had lodged a complaint (EIB 154/10) on the same day with 
the Aralaganwila Police Station.  
 
At around 01.00 pm CMEV contacted the Police Secretariat of Polonnaruwa District, 
Police Constable Wickramasinghe (28829) confirmed the incident and that further 
investigations are being carried out by the Aralaganwila Police Station.  
 
On the same day it is alleged that the perpetrators had attacked another JVP party office 
located at Ramya Stores, Aralagangwila. A complaint (EIB 159/9) has been lodged with 
the Aralaganwila Police on 03rd January. CMEV Field Monitor visited the Aralaganwila 
Police Station and confirmed the incident and that investigations are underway.  
 
When contacted, the personal secretary of Jagath Samarawickrama, who did not 
disclose his name, told CMEV that the chairman was in a meeting and asked CMEV to 
contact him within half an hour. Despite attempts by CMEV this was not possible as no 
one answered the phone.  
 
As of 03rd January CMEV has confirmed 53 Major Incidents of which 01 is an incident of 
Attempted Murder, 09 of Grievous Hurt, 05 incidents of Hurt, 20 instances of Assault,16 
incidents of Threat and Intimidation and 02 instances of Public Resource Misuse. CMEV 
has received a cumulative total of 124 incidents. 
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media 
Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political Violence as an independent and 
nonpartisan organization to monitor the incidence of election related violence. 
Currently, CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre. 
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