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Presidential Election – 2010 
 

Media Communiqué No. 09 
 

1800Hrs 
 
13th January 2010 Colombo Sri Lanka when considering the postal voting over the 
last two day period, CMEV has received a total of 27 incidents related to postal 
voting.  
 
In addition, approximately 20% of army soldiers who requested votes have been 
rejected according to reports received by CMEV monitors, which was highlighted in 
our report yesterday.  
 
A further two incidents were reported from Ampara today, the first from 
Sandunpura Gajaba Infantry 3rd Batallion Camp where 100 persons applied for votes 
and only one person received their ballot, and the second from the Army 3rd 
Women’s Core where 163 persons applied for their vote, but only 112 received their 
ballots. 
 
Details of other major incidents received today are as follows:  
 
Western Province  
 
Labour Department 
 
At 8.10am, a clash broke out between two parties in front of the Labour Department 
office in Narahenpita, during which 2 Police Officers were injured, allegedly as a 
result of being assaulted by UPFA supporters.  
 
When contacted at 12.15pm, OIC CI Anura Ranasinghe told CMEV that 3 persons 
were arrested in relation to the incident and subsequently released. The OIC refused 
to provide his name or any further information regarding the information and cut 
the line. Police Media Spokesman IM Karunaratne also told CMEV at 12.20pm that 
he had heard of the incident and had requested and was awaiting further 
information.  
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When contacted at 12.40pm, Election OIC of Narahenpita Police IP Jayasinghe told 
CMEV that a group of union members were distributing leaflets in front of the 
Labour Department when the Police asked them to stop. Subsequently a second 
group of union members began distributing leaflets and was asked by the Police to 
stop, at which point a clash broke out between the two union groups. He stated that 
two Police officers sustained injuries in the process of intervening in the clash, and 
that they had received treatment from hospital and have returned. He confirmed 
that 3 persons were arrested and released. He further stated that 2500 leaflets were 
taken in to custody by the Police and that the leaflets were of the UPFA.  
 
When contacted by CMEV, the UNP Colombo East Coordinator Mr. Bodhi 
Ransinghe transferred the call to an employee, Mr. S. Vithana who was an 
eyewitness to the incident. Mr. Vithana told CMEV that initially approximately 10 
Police Officers were present at the scene and that they were pursued and assaulted 
by the perpetrators, and that a much larger group of Police Officers arrived on the 
scene subsequently.  
 
When contacted, the JVP’s President of the State Combine Services General Workers’ 
Union Mr. U. Palihavadana told CMEV that no JVP leaflets were distributed today. 
He further stated that the group distributing leaflets were supporters of Mr. 
Thilanga Sumathpala according to the information he had received. According to his 
information the Police had attempted to prevent the distribution and a clash 
occurred between leaflet distributors and the Police. Minister Mervyn Silva’s 
supporters had arrived at the scene subsequently, according to information he had 
received.  
 
CMEV made several attempts to contact Minister Mervin Silva, Mr. Susil 
Premejayantha and Mr. Thilanga Sumathipala in order to obtain a statement, but 
they did not pick up the phone or were not available for comment. however, at 
07.00pm CMEV received a call from Minister Mervin Silva denying any involvement 
in the incident.  
 
71 votes are registered at the above centre.  
 
 
North Central Province  
 
According to the CMEV monitor, at 11.00am, a clash occurred between NDF 
supporters and UPFA supporters at the Polonnaruwa Town, in which 2 persons 
(Kalahagala Priyantha, UPFA, and BBC Reporter Thakshila Dilrukshi Jayasena who 
suffered head injuries) were hospitalized, and 4 others were injured. Voting at the 
Polonnaruwa Police Station has also been halted as a result of this incident. The 
Kaduruwela road remains closed as at 4.30pm.  
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Approximately 3,000 NDF supporters were partaking in a rally protesting attacks 
against several party offices which took place on the previous day. The rally was 
passing the UPFA Secretariat Office when the clash broke out between the protestors 
and UPFA supporters who arrived at the location in 4 vehicles.  
 
The UPFA Secretariat was damaged in the clash and 4 vehicles were seriously 
damaged. One of the damaged vehicles belongs to the Vice Chairman of the 
Thamankaduwa Pradeshiya Sabha, while another belongs to the Coordination 
Secretary of Minister Maithripala Sirisena according the CMEV monitor.  
 
At approximately 1.30pm Minister Sirisena had arrived at the scene and stated that 
the NDF rally was illegal.  
 
At approximately 3.00pm a JVP party office in the vicinity has been damaged by 
suspected UPFA supporters. The Police are currently providing security to a UNP 
party office in the vicinity subsequent to an attempted attack.  
 
Personnel of the Polonnaruwa Police Station were not available for comment as they 
have been deployed in relation to the above incident.  
 
Exclusive photographs related to the above mentioned incident can be viewed on 
www.cmev.wordpress.com 
        
Central Province  
 
Rattota Police Station  
 
CMEV has learned that at 10.45am yesterday, OIC Nihal Jayaweera of the Rattota 
Police broke the seal and viewed the vote cast by Mr. E.D. Karunaratne of the Civil 
Security Force, and the proceeded to threaten him.  
 
Mr. E.D. Gamini Karunaratne of the Civil Security Force attempted to cast his vote 
when OIC Nihal Jayaweera of the Rattota Police asked Mr. Karunaratne to show him 
his vote. Mr. Karunaratne refused and proceeded to cast his vote in the concealed 
area. Subsequently OIC Jayaweera snatched the envelope from Mr. Karunaratne, 
broke the seal and viewed his vote, and proceeded to threaten him saying we will 
sort you out after the 27th. Mr. Karunaratne then left the polling centre, at which 
point OIC Jayaweera was still holding his vote in his hand. 
 
Mr. Karunaratne then proceeded to lodge a complaint regarding the incident with 
the Assistant Elections Commissioner.  
 
When contacted, Chief Clerk of the Assistant Election Commissioner’s Office Mr. 
RMA Ratnayake told CMEV at 12.40pm today that an investigation was carried out 
and a report has been sent to the Election Commissioner. He stated that further 
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information should be obtained from the Asst. Commissioner who was not in office 
at the time.  
 
When contacted by CMEV at 12.42, ASP Lal Seneviratne of the Matale SSP Office 
who was appointed to investigate the complaint stated that an investigation was 
conducted, but refused to provide further information over the phone. CMEV is 
presently in the process of attempting to obtain this information from ASP 
Seneviratne via a visit by a monitor.  
 
Kalawana Depot 
 
CMEV received a report from the JVP Ratnapura office that JVP Polling Agents Mr. 
Janinda Nimanthaka and Mr. Indika had reported that a voter who wishes to remain 
anonymous, was prevented from signing the attendance list last morning. They also 
reported that a further 10 – 15 people were asked by the Chairman of the Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party Workers Union Mr. Neville Pushpakumara (known commonly in the 
area as Sudhu Appu), not to cast their votes as their jobs would be at risk if they did. 
120 votes were registered at this centre, of which 51 were cast yesterday and 19 were 
cast today. 
 
Though the CMEV monitor did not witness an incident, he did however concur that 
Mr. Pushpakumara was perceived as a person with a high level of power within the 
area.  
 
When contacted by CMEV, Mr. Neville Pushpakumara denied all allegations.  
 
 
Eastern Province  
 
Attalachchenai National School 
 
The CMEV monitor noted that there were no proper arrangements made for the 
voting process at the above centre and that voters were casting their vote in 
disorganized groups. The monitor was at the centre from 10.00am to 10.20am. 287 
votes were registered at the centre. 
 
Akkaraipattu Police Station  
 
The CMEV monitor who visited the polling centre at 10.35am was not allowed by 
OIC Ajith Mohommed, who stated that only PAFFREL monitors were allowed in, 
and that a letter from the DIG was necessary in order to allow the CMEV monitor 
into the centre. He had however given the monitor basic information regarding the 
number of registered votes. 
 
Upon being contacted at 1.10pm, OIC Mohommed told CMEV that he had given the 
monitor information and that the monitor did not have permission to enter the 
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centre, after which he hung up. When the letter from the Election Commissioner 
(which the monitor presented during his visit to the centre) was faxed yet again to 
the OIC from the Colombo office, CMEV received a subsequent phone call from OIC 
Mohommed claming a lack of knowledge regarding matters related to permission. 
He further stated that they were unable to prepare a place and make other 
arrangements for the monitor as he arrived late at the centre, and that was why they 
could not let him in. 195 votes were registered at the centre.  
 
In a separate incident, CMEV received a report from Pradeshiya Sabha member of 
Ottamawadi Mr. LTM Furkhan that 2 SLMC supporters Mr. NM Mohommed 
Saleem and Mr. FM Farhan were assaulted at approximately 3.00am this morning 
allegedly by a gang of UPFA supporters at RPS Road, Simmanodai 7. Ms. Saleem 
who suffered a cut on his upper arm and wounds to his left leg and face, was 
receiving treatment at the Emergency Unit of the Valachchanai General Hospital this 
afternoon as confirmed by the CMEV monitor.  
 
A grenade attack was reported yesterday from Valachchenai to the house of Mr. 
MBS Hussein where located in Ottamawadi. Mr. Saleem’s uncle works at Mr. 
Hussein’s house and Mr. Saleem was returning from Mr. Hussein’s house when he 
was assaulted.       
 
The gang of approximately 10 assailants had asked the victims if they were SLMC 
supporters and then proceeded to assault them.  
 
The victims filed a complaint at the Valachchenai Police Station (CIB I.56/14B).  
 
When contacted at 3.34pm, Chief Inspect Kodisinghe of the Valachchenai Police told 
CMEV that they did not believe the incident to be election related and was therefore 
filed as CIB. When contacted yesterday regarding the grenade attack on Mr. 
Hussein’s house, Chief Inspect Kodisinghe told CMEV that they saw the attack as 
personal and not politically motivated.  
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free 
Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political Violence as an 
independent and nonpartisan organization to monitor the incidence of election 
related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human 
Rights Documentation Centre. 
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