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Jaffna MC & Vavuniya UC Elections-2009 

 
Media Communique-01 

28th July, 2009 Colombo, Sri Lanka CMEV recorded a death threat against three candidates 
competing for the Vavuniya UC election which is to be held on the 8th of August 2009.  
 
On 27th July, at around 07.00pm 03 TNA candidates namely P. Paramsothy (Candidate 
No. 04), N. Madiharan (Candidate No. 11) and P. Sellathurai (Candidate No. 12) 
received death threats from Kannan, a member of the Democratic People’s Liberation 
Front (DPLF) who is in charge of the Thirunavatkulam area.  
 
TNA mayoral candidate S.N.G. Nathan (Candidate No. 07) told CMEV that while the 
above three candidates went to Thirunavatkulam area for campaigning; they were 
prevented by a group of individuals led by Kannan.  The gang came on three motor 
bicycles and the victims were able to identify one motor bike license plate - NP MY 
0602. Nathan further stated that the men on bikes had fire arms.  
 
TNA parliamentarian, Sivashakthi Anandan reported to CMEV that Thirunavatkulam, 
Rambakulam, Kovilkulam and Velikulam areas are controlled by PLOTE supporters 
and that the TNA has experienced problems in campaigning in the above areas on 
previous occasions as well. 
 
When CMEV contacted DPLF mayoral candidate, G.T.Lingathan and PLOTE leader, D. 
Siddarthan both individuals stated that they were unaware about the incident. 
 
PC K.G.Ratnapala of Vavuniya Police Station confirmed to CMEV that they had 
received a complaint (EIB 01/12) on 27th July at around 08.35 pm and further 
investigations are on-going and the alleged DPLF member, Kannan has been arrested 
with regard to the matter at present. 
 
CMEV is monitoring the Vavuniya Urban Council, Jaffna Municipal Council and Uva 
Provincial Council elections which will be held on the 8th of August. CMEV was formed in 1997 
by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the 
Coalition against Political Violence as an independent and nonpartisan organisation to monitor 
the incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and 
INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 
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