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Central and North – Western Provincial Council Elections 
 

14th February 2009 
  

 Media Communiqué No 06 
 

The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) monitored the Provincial 
Council Elections in the Central and North-Western Provinces. CMEV deployed 
42 field monitors, 650 day monitors and 57 mobile teams for the process of 
Election Day monitoring in the 40 polling divisions of the 2 provinces. CMEV 
was present for the entire duration of polling at 650 polling stations while the 
mobile teams visited 855 polling stations. By the end of Election Day CMEV had 
visited at least 50% of the polling centers.   
 
There was a low incidence of violence in the Central and North-Western 
Provincial Council elections. Consequently, the integrity of the overall polls was 
not affected by electoral violence. Particular violations in specific polling centres 
however raised serious concerns for CMEV. There have been a few major 
incidents at particular polling stations including the threat and intimidation of 
voters, assault, threat and assault of police officers and government servants 
serving as party polling agents.  
 
CMEV also continues to note with concern the problems associated with voter 
identity documentation resulting in the effective disenfranchisement of voters. 
Given the recurrence of the problem, the parties, relevant officials and monitors 
associated with the election need to collaborate and agree upon effective ways of 
ensuring that this is not repeated in forthcoming elections.  
 
CMEV has supported the use of the National Identity Card for voter 
identification and therefore calls for the expedient issue of National Identity 



Cards. CMEV and its constituent members have advocated and litigated on this 
matter. This issue needs to be speedily addressed in light of elections in the near 
future. 
 
Further, CMEV reiterates its repeated call for the full implementation of the 
Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution, which provides for the 
establishment of independent commissions for elections and the police, an issue 
that has been continuously advocated and litigated by CMEV and its constituent 
members.  
 
CMEV has recorded 172 incidents as of 6pm today February 14. Of these, 5 major 
have been classified as major offences and 167 as minor offences.  In the Central 
Province Kandy recorded the highest number of offences (54), followed by 
Matale (28) and Nuwara Eliya (19), while in the North Western Province Puttalm 
(41) recorded a higher number of violations than Kurunegala (30).   
 
Reports from CMEV monitors indicate that there have been no major incidents of 
violence since the polls closed at 04.00 p.m.  
 
CMEV has observed that there was a 60% voter turnout during the voting period 
today.  
  
CMEV is concerned with the violence during the campaign period, specifically 
during the last two weeks leading up to election day. CMEV noted of 45 major 
incidents and 30 minor incidents in its press release No. 2, dated 6 February. On 
13 February, a bus (no 30-2531) belonging to UPFA candidate Mr. H.M.D Herath 
(candidate No. 22) in Kurunagala district was burnt in front of his house by an 
unidentified group. CMEV was informed by the candidate that he had received 
calls monitoring his movements prior to this incident.  
 
An illustrative sample of the incidents of violence and the violations of election 
laws reported by CMEV monitors is provided below.  
 
Threat and intimidation of voters 
Gampola Electorate, Mahanuwara District: At 3.40 p.m. at Atabage Ihalagama 
Junior School No 35, sixty UNP supporters who had arrived to cast their votes 
were intimidated by the supporters of the UPFA Candidates Nissanka Herath 
and Ananda Aluthgamage. CMEV monitors had witnessed this incident. Police 
election monitoring mobile team from Pussallawa Police Station (vehicle bearing 
number plate 61-5678), had arrived at the scene but had not intervened. When 
the CMEV referred the matter to Pussallawa Police Station they had reported of 
receiving a phone call through 119 regarding the matter and stated that they had 



visited the site but that there had been no problem. Further, the police stated that 
the two numbers in the licence plate given by CMEV were incorrect. 
 
Assault 
Dambulla Polling Division, Matale District: CMEV was informed by the UNP 
candidate Ashoka Bandara Tennekoon (No 7), that his driver who was in a car 
(no.302 - 0405) belonging to the candidate, was assaulted by a group supporting 
UPFA candidate Pramitha Bandara Tennekoon, in front of the Dambulla Rajaye 
Maha Vidyalaya Hall no. 2 Polling Centre no. 72 . No police complaint was 
made.  
 
Threats and assault of police officers 
Puttalam Polling Division, Puttalam District:  Between 10 am and 11am a large 
group of UPFA supporters had gathered outside the Fathima Balika Vidyala 
Polling Station Polling Centre Nos. 31 and 32 and attempted to enter the Polling 
station to cast their vote.  The police had intervened and dispersed the crowd, 
asking them to vote individually.  Deputy Minister K.A. Baiz who had arrived at 
the scene had threatened and assaulted a police officer present at the scene. 
There is no police report on this incident. CMEV spoke to eye-witnesses to 
corroborate the story.  
 
Public officials serving as polling agents for political parties  
Mawathagama Polling Division, Kurunegala District: A UNP supporter N.P 
Karunadhasa complained that two Samurdhi Officers of Ihala Waligepola from 
Sinhapura Grama Niladari division (Mawathagama) and from Akard Grama 
Niladhari division (Mawathagama) were working as polling agents in the 
polling station No 7 Paragahadeniya Muslim Maha Vidyalaya.  The former was  
nominated by the UPFA and the latter by Sri Lanka Progressive Front. CMEV 
confirmed that these two individuals are Samurdhi Officers and that they were 
functioning as polling agents.  
 
Continued campaigning during polling 
Puttlam Electorate, Puttlam District: CMEV monitor reported that at around 9.00 
am a black colour cab and two motorcycles belonging to UPFA candidate Thahir 
(candidate no 16) traveled back and forth close to the polling station no 49, 
Puttlam Nawakkaduwa Tamil Vidyalaya, which had stickers bearing his 
candidate number 16. The vehicles were visible to voters. The cab carried four of 
his supporters while the motor cycles had two supporters each.  
 
Chilaw Polling Station, Puttlam District: CMEV monitors observed leaflets 
containing UPFA candidate Janaka Soysa (candidate no 14) carrying his 
candidate number and political party in close proximity to Polling Station no. 15, 
Kurukkupane Tamil Vidyalaya, Chilaw. 



 
Maskeliya Polling Division, Nuwara Eliya District:  The CMEV mobile team 
reported that leaflets supporting UPFA candidate Wimalie Karunaratne 
(preference no. 18) were found in the vicinity of Mahinda Maha Vidyalaya 
Polling Centre no.68 at around 12 noon.  
 
Inability to vote as a result of not having the required identification 
As stated in the communiqué No 5, CMEV monitors were informed by a number 
of voters of their inability to exercise their franchise. The initial communiqué 
highlighted a number of incidents where voters had been unable to cast their 
vote as they did not posses a National Identity Card or any of the seven other 
relevant documents that the Election Commissioner had declared could be used 
as a legitimate form of identification in order to be eligible to vote. CMEV 
monitors observed that polling officers had taken appropriate action of not 
allowing individuals to vote when specified documentation was not presented. 
Nonetheless, the number of incidents highlights the lack of awareness among the 
voting public - an issue which CMEV has repeatedly pointed to. There were a 
number of incidents particularly from Matale district where voters attempted to 
use photographs signed by GSs but were not accepted by the Senior Presiding 
Officers (SPOs).  This also suggests that key government officials may also lack 
awareness as to the legitimate forms of identification or that they have not 
adequately informed potential voters of the process for obtaining 
documentation, resulting in the disenfranchisement of voters. 
 
Matale Polling Division, Matale District:  At around 2pm, 15 voters were not 
permitted to vote at the Aluwihara Rajamaha Vihara Polling Centre no.18  
despite the fact that they produced documents certified by GS and a local Justice 
of Peace.  
 
At 1.40 pm 5 voters were not permitted to vote at the Aluwihara Rajamaha 
Vihara Polling Centre no. 17 as they did not have valid identification documents. 
They had produced a photograph certified by the GS.  
 
At 1.50 pm 4 voters who arrived at the Matale Government Hindu Maha 
Vidyalaya Hall no.2 Polling Centre no.20 were not allowed to vote as they 
produced passports which had expired. 
 
At around 1.20 pm 16 people were not permitted to vote at Mahawela D.M 
Gunaratne Government Maha Vidyalaya Polling Centre No. 39 as they had 
submitted only photographs certified by the GS. 
 
Rattota Polling Division, Matale District: At around 12.45 pm 8 people at Old 
Dehideniya Government Primary School Polling Centre no. 39 were not 



permitted to vote because they produced photographs certified by the GS and 
passports which had expired.  
 
At around 12.45 pm 5 people were not allowed to vote at Navaratnagoda 
Pagngnarama Maha Vidyalaya Polling Centre no. 40 as they were not in 
possession of valid identification documents and had only produced 
photographs certified by the GS. 
 
At around 1.20 pm, 5 people at Pitakanda No. 1 Government Tamil Primary 
School Polling Centre no. 52, were not allowed to vote as they were not in 
possession of valid identification documents and had only produced 
photographs certified by the GS.  
 
Kurunegala Electorate, Kurunegala District:  20 persons were not allowed to vote 
at Pimburuwellagama Madya Maha Vidyalaya Polling Station no 10 as they only 
had photographs certified by the GS.   
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free 
Media Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political Violence as an 
independent and non-partisan organisation to monitor the incidence of election 
related violence. Currently, CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM 
Human Rights Documentation Centre. 
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