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CMEV has recorded a cumulative total of 316 Incidents of election related violence since the 
issue of the Gazette Notification on 23rd November 2009 announcing the Presidential Election.  
Of these, 133 are classified as Major and 183 as Minor incidents. The highest number of Major 
incidents have been reported from the Hambantota(17) and Galle(11) Districts. 
 
Given below are reports of two recent Major Incidents. 
 
SOUTHERN PROVINCE  
 
ASSAULT IN KAMBURUPITIYA 
 
On 9th January 2010, around 5.30p.m, whilst New Democratic Front (NDF) supporters and 
leaders including, Mangala Samaraweera MP, Sagala Ratnayake MP, Akalanka Buddhika 
Pathirana organizer for Akuressa electorate were in the process of opening a new Party Office at 
Kamburupitiya  Gam-udawa Junction near the clock tower, they were assaulted by  a group of 
UPFA supporters armed with stones & poles . The alleged perpetrators stormed the NDF party 
office whilst a meeting was in progress and extensively damaged furniture and fittings. The 
Police arrived at the scene and fired into the air to disperse the crowd. 
 
When CMEV contacted Sagala Ratnayake M.P, he said that while he was conducting a  meeting 
with about 30 of his supporters a group of about 100 UPFA members had thrown missiles at the 
party office and created a commotion. He also stated that two persons received injuries and were 
admitted to the Matara   hospital. 
 
When the UPFA organizer for Kamburupitiya, Chandima Pemsith Rasaputra was contacted by 
CMEV, he stated that they too had established an election organizers office at the Kamburupitiya 
Junction and that supporters of General Sarath Fonseka, had attacked people who had arrived at 
his office with stones and poles.  He also stated that during the altercation the people in his office 
were, Sanjiva  Premalal, Vice Chairman of the Pradeshiya Sabha and a local supporter.    
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When contacted by CMEV, the Kamburupitiya Police Mr Premadasa (SI) said that they had not 
received any complaints but had dispatched some officers to control the altercation. 
 
When contacted Mangala Samaraweera MP said that two persons were admitted to the Matara 
hospital and had been discharged after having received treatment for their head injuries. He also 
said that as he had no faith in the Kamburupitiya Police and that he had directly informed the 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) in this regard. He had also requested the IGP to make 
provision to have the incident recorded in the Matara Police Station. 
 
Mangala Samaraweera MP further stated that this altercation was fully organized and 
orchestrated by Cabinet Minister for Transport, Dulles Alahapperuma’s  assistant –Sanjeewa 
Priyanath. 
 
WESTERN PROVINCE   
 
ASSAULT IN KALUTHARA 
 
On the 9th of January 2010 ,Thusheela  Jeewana,  a supporter of the New Democratic Front 
(NDF),  informed CMEV, that  a group of four disabled and demobilized soldiers led by 
pensioner  Godage Mervyn  was brutally assaulted by unknown persons who arrived in two 
motorcycles and a three wheeler. The assault tool place when the disabled soldiers were pasting 
posters in support of General Sarath  Fonseka,  near the Galpatha Rajamaha Viharaya  at  
Galpatha, Horana. Following the incident, Mr NW Udayakumara  who was admitted to the  
Government Hospital at Horana with serious injuries,  was transferred to  the Colombo General 
Hospital. The other two, Mr. Jayasuriya &  Mr. Dayaratne,  were admitted to ward number 7 at 
the  Horana Government  Hospital. 
 
The three -wheeler (JB 1503), used by the victims was also damaged.  
Mr.Godage Mervyn has lodged a complaint with the Police station in Kalutara North under EIB 
86/25.  
 
Mr. Asanka Mahagedara head of General Sarath Fonseka’s Media Unit condemned the attack as 
despicable.   
 
The CMEV monitor in the field visited the Horana Government Hospital and confirmed that two 
disabled soldiers, Mr. Jayasuriya & Mr. Dayaratne, were admitted to hospital after having 
sustained head injuries.  
 
When CMEV contacted the General Hospital, Colombo, the hospital spokeswoman informed 
CMEV that the patients were in good condition, despite their head injuries. 
 
CMEV calls upon all political parties to ensure that the presidential election is not marred by 
violence and violations of election laws. 
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CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media 
Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political Violence as an independent and 
nonpartisan organization to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV 
is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. 
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