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Presidential Election – 2010 

Media Communiqué No. 03 

06th January 2010 Colombo Sri Lanka CMEV has confirmed 91 Major incidents of 
election related violence as of today, since the gazette notification of presidential 
election on 23rd November 2009. Most of the major incidents (27) have been reported 
from the Southern Province. CMEV highlights the most recent confirmed Major 
incidents below; 
 
A group of SLMC Supporters assaulted in Akkaraipattu,Digamadulla 
At about 02.30 am on 05th January 2010 supporters of the National Congress(NC),a 
ruling party ally, led by Chairman of the Akkaraipttu Pradeshiya Sabah, A.L.Tawam, 
assaulted a group of SLMC supporters who were standing near a New Democratic 
Front(NDF) party office located at No. 109, Anbu Street, Akkraipattu- 01. 
 
U.L.Uwais, SLMC Organizer of Ampara District informed CMEV that three SLMC 
supporters namely I.M. Haris, Rizwan and A.D. Fasmeer sustained grievous injuries 
and were admitted to Ward No 05 of Akkaraipattu Base Hospital due to the attack. He 
further explained that the chairman, his driver and another unidentified person were 
amongst the perpetrators. Izadeen Mohamed Haris made a complaint to the 
Akkaraipattu Police station on the same day in this regard. 
 
CMEV Field Monitor visited the hospital and informed that I.M. Haris has sustained 
injuries to his head while A. D. Fasmeer has undergone surgery and had 24 stitches to 
his right hand. CMEV Field Monitor also visited the Police station to get the further 
details but Police officer Dissanayake, (IP) refused to provide any details regarding the 
incident. 
 
CMEV contacted S.I.Amanulla, a member of NC, who told CMEV that he came to know 
about the incident but had yet to receive further details regarding it. When contacted 
A.L.Tawam, told CMEV that he was in a meeting and requested that he be contacted in 
an hour. However, CMEV’s attempts to contact him failed as his mobile was switched 
off thereafter. 
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The Akkraipathu Police confirmed the incident but did not provide further information 
regarding it. Despite this CMEV made several calls to them and Dissanayake(IP) of 
Akkaraipattu Police Station told CMEV that the incident was not election related. 
 
UNP supporters intimidated with firearms in Negombo,Gampaha 
At around 04.10am on 04th January 2010 a group of UNP supporters were threatened 
and intimidated by a group of UPFA supporters. 
 
On 06th January 2010 at around 04.20pm CMEV contacted Western Provincial Council 
Opposition Leader, Rosy Senanayake, who told CMEV that around 20-25 people who 
came in two vehicles with two guns attacked the UNP party office located in Kattuwa, 
Negombo and set fire to the furniture, equipment and other office property. She alleged 
that the perpetrators are supporters of A. Sarath Kumara Gunaratene, Deputy Minister 
of Aviation and further noted three of the perpetrators who are known as Rexy, 
Dulanga and Jagath have been identified by UNP sources.  She also charged that even 
though she lodged a complaint (EIB 25/15) with the Negombo Police Station on the 
same day, the identified perpetrators have not been arrested. The estimated loss is 
approximately Rs 700,000-800,000/=, according to her statement. 
 
When CMEV contacted the Negombo Police Station on 06th January 2010 at around 
04.50pm, HQI, Somasiri Liyanage(CI) confirmed the incident and said that the Police 
had found two used bullets  in the place and a grenade some 30-40 meters from the 
scene of the incident. He also noted that further investigations are being carried out by 
the Negombo Police. 
 
CMEV contacted Sarath Kumara Gunaratne on 06th January at around 07.35pm. He 
denied any involvement of his supporters in the incident and noted that the party office 
is being maintained illegally without the Police approval. 
  
An arson attack to a three wheeler in Kalawewa, Anurdhapura  
On 05th January at around 05.00pm CMEV received a complaint from Ajith Jaaythilaka, 
a NDF supporter, that his three wheeler (206-6163) which was parked at his residence 
located at No. 180,Yaya 02,Rajanganaya had been set fire to by a group of UPFA 
supporters on 03rd January at around 11.30 pm. A complaint (MOIB 279/22) was made 
to the Thambuthegama Police Station on the same day at around 12.30 am by Ajith 
Jayathilaka. 
 
CMEV contacted Ajith Jayathilaka on 05th January 2010 at around 05.00 pm who stated 
that the three -wheeler was totally burnt in the attack. He further informed CMEV that 
he has identified one of the perpetrators as Shaman. 
 
When CMEV contacted Shaman on 05th January at around 07.00 pm, he denied the 
allegations and said that he went to the Police on 04th January at around 03.30 pm once 



he came to know about the allegations. The Police have recorded a statement from 
Shaman on the same day in this regard.  
 
CMEV Field Monitor visited the Thambuthegama Police Station on 06th January and 
confirmed the incident. 
 
CMEV learnt that a protest was organized by a group of NDF supporters at noon on 
05th January opposite the Thambuthegama Police Station against the inactivity of Police 
regarding the attack. 
 
 CMEV contacted the Police on 05th January at around 06.30 pm, a police constable who 
did not prefer to reveal his name confirmed that such a protest took place on that day 
opposite the police station and told that this was against the said incident.  
 
Ajith Jayathilaka informed CMEV on 06th January that he was threatened not to involve 
in such protest hereafter by Thamubthegama Police and he further alleged that the 
police scolded him with filthy words when he went to take a copy of his complaint 
since the Thambuthegama police have not taken any actions against the perpetrators.  
 
CMEV contacted the Thambuthegama Police Station on 06th January at around 06.10 
pm, O.I.C. Kumarasisri(HQI)  denied the allegations and explained that they only  
instructed him not to involve in such protest and that they will take necessary measures 
regarding the incident. Kumarasiri also stated that the investigations are underway.  
 
CMEV has confirmed 214 election related violence as of 06th January of which 91 has 
been categorized as major. The most number of major incidents (12) have been reported 
from Hambantota. UPFA has been alleged in 70 major incidents out of 91 confirmed 
incidents while in 15instances perpetrators have not been identified. CMEV confirmed 
03 major incidents against UNP and 02 against JVP. CMEV also has received a 
complaint against police. 
  
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media 
Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political Violence as an independent and 
nonpartisan organization to monitor the incidence of election related violence. 
Currently, CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre. 
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