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Presidential Election – 2010 

Media Communiqué No. 07 

11th January 2010 Colombo Sri Lanka CMEV has confirmed 176 Major incidents of 
election related violence as of today, since the gazette notification of presidential 
election on 23rd November 2009. Most of the major incidents (39) have been reported 
from the Southern Province. CMEV highlights the most recent confirmed Major 
incidents below; 
 
Southern Province 
2 busses attacked and 7 party offices attacked in Karandeniya  
 
Two private busses carrying NDF supporters, the 1st bearing the number 62-7476 and 
the 2nd bearing the number SP-GH9332, were attacked on 10th January at approximately 
7.30 pm in Uragasmanhandiya at Gorakagaha Handiya and Vipulasara Mawatha 
respectively, by unidentified persons who had their faces covered with black cloth.  
 
The busses were carrying supporters who were returning from a NDF rally held at 3.00 
pm in Elpitiya. No supporters were injured though both busses bore damages.      
 
A complaint has been lodged with the Uragasmanhandiya police station (EIB/7314) by 
UNP supporter Mr. O.K.D. Thissa Wimalaratne. According to OIC Udaya 
Wickramasuriya Senevirathne, further investigation of the incident is being carried out.  
 
In separate incidents, 6 UNP party offices were attacked in Kekiriya Kopikade Handiya, 
Madakumbura, Aravavila, Uragasmanhandiya, Dangahavila and Kurundugaha 
Hathakma respectively, and 1 JVP party office was attacked at Mandorawela Handiya, 
between 12.00 midnight and 6.00 am this morning. Cut outs and banners were burned 
at the offices, while the office premises was also damaged in the Aravavila office.    
 
The CMEV monitor received information regarding the above incidents from UNP 
supporter Mr. Daman Liyanage, as well as a complaint sent by Mr. Themiya Hurulle on 
behalf of the General Secretary of the NDF party. Both Mr. Daman Liyanage as well as 
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the NDF complaint state that supporters of Minister of Nation Building and Estate 
Infrastructure Development Mr. Gunaratne Weerakoon are suspected of carrying out 
the above attacks. While CMEV attempted several times to reach Minister Weerakoon 
on his mobile phone, he did not pick up the calls.   
 
When contacted, OIC Udaya Wickramasuriya Senevirathne of the Uragasmanhandiya 
police station told CMEV that no complaints have been lodged regarding the incident. 
He further stated that these offices were not announced and were therefore unlawful 
offices. SI Amarawanse of the Karandeniya police station also stated that no complaints 
were made regarding the incident.   
 
Uva Province   
Shooting in Mahiyanganaya 
 
JVP supporter B.A. Chaminda Dhammajeeva’s house located at Soraboraweva road, 
Mahiyanganaya, was shot at, allegedly by supporters of the Uva Provincial Council 
minister Anura Vidhanagama (UPFA), on the 10th of January at 2.20 am. According to 
Mr. Dhammajeeva, approximately 20 persons arrived in unidentified vehicles and shot 
approximately 6 rounds at the wall of his bed room from the outside. One bullet pierced 
the wall and entered the bedroom, landing beside his bed. According to Mr. 
Dhammajeeva, upon being informed of the incident via the 119 number, the police 
arrived at the scene approximately 45 minutes later. Mr. Dhammajeeva told CMEV that 
though he suffered no injuries from the shooting, he fears gravely for his life.  
 
Upon being contacted, police constable CK Pathirana of the Election Branch of the 
Mahiyanganaya police station told CMEV that a team including OIC B.C.B. 
Inlangakoon visited the scene, and Premathilaka, a supporter of the Uva Provincial 
Council minister Anura Vidhanagama (UPFA), was arrested in relation to the incident. 
The police suspect that the firearm used was a T56.   
 
Mr. Premathilaka, later released on police bail on the same day, is to appear before the 
Mahiyngana magistrate courts on 12th January. According to Officer CK Pathirana, 
investigations showed that no attempted murder was intended, but that the shooting 
was done with the intention of causing threat and intimidation. (EIB 30/17)  
 
When contacted, Provincial Council minister Anura Vidhanagama told CMEV that such 
an incident had taken place and a supporter had been arrested in relation to it. He 
claimed that the supporter was not connected to the incident and had no firearms in his 
possession at the time of arrest.  
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Central Province 
Hurt in Gampola 
 
The JVP party office located at the home of Mr. Sudharshana Yapapatunage of 
Semaneris Watta, Gampola road, Ulapane, was attacked on the 8th of January at 8.45pm 
allegedly by supporters of Mr. Chandana Srilal (UPFA), Pradeshiya Sabha member of 
Gangaihala Korale. Mr. M. Perera, the brother of Pradeshiya Sabha member WN Perera 
(JVP), allegedly sustained bodily injuries in the scuffle that ensued subsequent to the 
attack.   
 
According to Mr. W.N. Perera  Mr. Chandana Srilal along with approximately 8 of his 
supporters broke into the party office and destroyed cut outs and decorations. While 
the attack was in progress Mr. W.N. Perera received a phone call from his party office 
informing him of the attack, at which point he arrived at the scene with his brother. 
Upon arrival both were assaulted by the attackers, including Pradeshiya Sabbha 
member Mr. Chandana Srilal, who Mr. W.N. Perera allegedly identified by his voice.  
 
Mr. W.N. Perera and his brother Mr. M Perera fled the scene in different directions 
upon being assaulted, and Mr. M Perera subsequently returned to the scene in search of 
his brother, at which point he was assaulted again, resulting in his injuries, which were 
confirmed by the Gampola hospital.   
 
Upon being contacted, OIC CI Heenkenda of the Gampola police station told CMEV 
that such an incident had taken place and that 4 persons including Mr. M Perera were 
arrested. Mr. M Perera was subsequently sent to the Gampola hospital by the police. He 
refused to give CMEV any further information on the incident including the EIB 
number, stating that they have received an order from higher officials forbade them to 
provide any information to anyone.  
 
Upon being contacted by CMEV, Mr. Chandana Srilal denied any involvement in the 
incident stating that he has proof of being at another location at the time of the incident.  
 
Western Province  
Clash in Avissawella 
 
A clash occurred between UPFA supporters and UNP supporters subsequent to a UNP 
rally held at the Avissawella town on the 9th of January at approximately 11.00 pm. 
Avissawella Urban Council member Mr. Ajith Wijeyamuyni Soysa (UPFA) and UC Vice 
Chairman Mr. Janaka Roshan Pushpakumara (UNP) and Mayor of the Seethawakapura 
UC Mr. Susal Premalal Pinto (UNP) were all present at the incident. Both parties to the 
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clash allege that the police were also present at the time of the incident, but failed to 
prevent the incident from taking place.  
 
A UPFA supporter SD Somadasa sustained minor injuries to his forehead during the 
clash, which was confirmed by male nurse Mr. Kumara of Ward 1 of the Avissawella 
hospital.  
 
When contacted, the Crime Division acting SI Wilson Jayarathne told CMEV that 2 UNP 
supporters Lakshman and Anil were arrested and presented before the Avissawella 
Magistrate Courts. He refused to provide CMEV with any further information.   
 
North Central Province  
Illegal campaigning in Kekirawa  
 
According to the CMEV monitor of Kekirawa, Anuradhapura, promotional leaflets of 
the incumbent President were distributed to employees at the Kekirawa Divisional 
Secretariat between 10.00 am and 11.00 am this morning. CMEV has obtained copies of 
this material. Officials from the Kekirawa Prasedhiya Sabha office as well as the 
Kekirawa police station, who do not wish to be identified, have provided information to 
the Kekirawa CMEV monitor that similar promotional material was also distributed at 
their respective offices. 
 
Further, similar promotional material of the incumbent President was also distributed 
today at the Dimbulagala Zonal Education Office, Dimbulagala Divisional Secretariat, 
Welikanda police station and Polonnaruwa police station by members of Minister 
Maithripala Sirisena’s party office, as told to CMEV by officials of the respective offices 
who wish to remain unidentified.   
 
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media 
Movement (FMM) and the Coalition against Political Violence as an independent and 
nonpartisan organization to monitor the incidence of election related violence. 
Currently, CMEV is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights 
Documentation Centre. 
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